Israel threatens Hizbollah 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — While staging military manoeuvres with 
its allies in southern Lebanon. Israel on Tuesdav threatened 
Hizbollah guerrillas with retaliation for a recent rocket attack on 
northern Israel. On March 31. Hizbollah guerrillas fired missiles 
across the border after an Israeli helicopter ambush killed a senior 
Hizbollah official. One Israeli was killed and nine others wounded 
in the missile barrage. After the attack Hizbollah chief Hassan 
Nasrallah warned that the group will rocket northern Israel again if 
Israeli forces launch a large-scale attack on South Lebanon. *if he 
uses violence, we will respond in the same caliber." said Uri 
Lubrani. Israel's top coordinator of policy in Lebanon, who 
attended the manoeuvres in an Israeli-occupied border strip. 
However, he dismissed SeiUt Nasrallah's threat with an Arabic 
proverb: “There are no customs duties on talks." But when asked 
why Israel has not retaliated for the rocket attacks. Mr. Lubrani 
said: “The account will be sealed and we will choose where and 
when." Hizbollah said Tuesday two of its guerrillas were killed in 
fighting with Israeli-backed militiamen in South Lebanon. 
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Cabinet authorises tourism measures 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Council of Ministers on Tuesday decided 
to authorise the minister of tourism and antiquities to take the 
necessary measures to meet the increasing demand for tourist 
buses. In its regular meeting Tuesday under the chairmanship of 
Acting Prime Minister Abdul Raouf Al Rawabdch, the Cabinet | 
also allowed the minister to rent tourist buses horn abroad for a 
limited period until new tourist transporting companies are 
established in accordance with a recent Cabinet-approved statute. 
The Council of Ministers also named Industry and Trade Minister 
All A bul Ragheb to head the Jordanian delegation to die meetings 
of the Jordanian-Bahrami joint committee in Manama on April 
15-18 and another delegation which wDl represent the Kingdom in 
the meetings of the Jordanian-Omani joint committee to be held in 
Muscat May 2. The council also approved the appointment of 
Professor Bashar Abdul Hadi of the University of Jordan. 
Professor Yasser Al Adwan of Yaimouk University and Director 
of the Industrial Development Bank Rajah Al Saad as members of 
the Administrative Development Council. 
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Qadhafi meets 
Egyptian envoy 

TRIPOLI (AFP) — Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi 
met Egypt's Information 
Minister Safwat Al Sharif on 
Tuesday and received a mes- 
sage from Presidenr Hosni 
Mubarak, Libya's official 
news agency JANA reported. 
Officials in Cairo have said 
Mr. Sharif would brief Col- 
onel Qadhafi on Mr. Mubar- 
ak's talks in the United States 
last week on the U.N. sanc- 
tions against Libya in force 
since 1992 in connection with 
the Lockerbie bombing. The 
visit by Mr. Sharif came a 
week after Col. Qadhafi 
announced his plan to break 
the air traffic embargo by 
.sending pilgrims on direct 
flights to Mecca to Saudi 
Arabia for the annual Haj in 
May. 

Iran: U.S. loser if 
sanctions tightened 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran’s 
president warned Tuesday 
that the United States will 
suffer if it tightens economic 
sanctions against his country, 
the Islamic Republic Agency 
reported. The state-run agen- 
cy quoted Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani as denying oil is crucial 
for Iran's economy. “The 
United States will be the 
main loser if it makes any 
. adventurous move and bans 
the purchase of oil from 
Iran," he said. Mr. Rafsan- 
jani, speaking at a religious 
. shrine at the holy city of 
Mashad, claimed that 
Washington was “angry with 
Iran because the country has 
achieved its economic inde- 
. pendence and a new civilisa- 
tion has been created in 
Tran.” 

Chirac widens lead 

PARIS (AFP) — French 
presidential favourite Jac- 
ques Chirac has widened his 
lead over fellow Gaullist rival 
Edouard Bahadur ahead of 
presidential elections 12 days 
away, two new polls said 
Tuesday. They seemed to 
show that Prime Minister 
Bahadur's attempts to revive 
his fortunes by taking his 
campaign to the people have 
flopped while showing an im- 
provement in the chances of 
socialist Lionel Jospin, who 
at one stage had seemed set 
to be overtaken by the pre- 
mier. But in all cases, the 
polls gave Mr. Chirac as vic- 
tor in the May 7 run-off, 
whether against Mr. Jospin 
or Mr. Bahadur. 

Moroccan socialist 
leader ends exile 

RABAT (R ) — The leader of 
Morocco's main opposition 
party, the Socialist Union of 
Peoples Forces (LISFP). has 
returned home after 18 
months of self-imposed exile 
in France, a party spokesman 
said on Tuesday. Abdul Rah- 
man Youssoufi resigned as 
leader of the USFP in 
September 1993 after the par- 
liamentary elections which he 
alleged were fraudulent. The 
USFP took 56 of the 333 seats 
in the chamber of representa- 
tives. The USFP said after 
the two-stage elections that 
Mr. Youssoufi’s resignation 
was “to protest against gov- 
ernment fraud in the elec- 
tions.” 

Shells rain on safe 
area ofGorazde 

SARAJEVO (AFP) — Nine 
to 12 shells slammed into 
Gorazde town, a U.N.- 
dedared safe area, Tuesday 
evening shortly after 7 p.m. 
(1700 GMT), ‘U.N. Protec- 
tion Force spokesman Herve 
Gourmelon said here, citing 
initial reports. Bosnian radio 
said 17 large caliber shells hit 
the centre of town, in the 
government-held eastern en- 
clave. The attack on Gorazde 
follows weekend shelling by 
the Serbs of Sarajevo, 
another of Bosnia’s six de- 
clared safe areas, in which 
two women were killed and 
at least seven people wound- 
ed. The U.N. Bosnia Force 
commander. General Rupert 
’Smith' Monday warned the 
Seif'S of possible North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) air strikes in case of 
renewed attacks on the city. 
Serbs last shelled Gorazde 
town on March 25. 


Arafat accuses Israel Re S ent ’ marking RSS anniversary, 


of fuelling civil war 
among Palestinians 

PNA police continue crackdown, 
say all militants will be disarmed 


Combined agency dispatches 

PALESTINIAN leader Yas- 
ser Arafat accused Israel of 
provoking a Palestinian civil 
war Tuesday by allowing 
weapons to be smuggled to 
militants in the Gaza Strip 
and West Bank. 

Mr. Arafat's charge came 
as Palestinian police arrested 
dozens of suspected militants 
in Gaza in a two-day sweep. 
Followers of the militant 
groups Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad carried out two suicide 
attacks outside Jewish settle- 
ments Sunday that killed 
eight people. 

“Occupation has opened a 
market for the sale of arms in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. Israel's aim from this is 
to light the fuse to a Palesti- 
nian civil war.” Mr. Arafat 
said. 

Mr. Arafat also blamed the 
unrest in the Gaza Strip on 
poor economic conditions 
and chided donor countries 


for not coming through with 
promised aid to the Palesti- 
nian authority. 

“The solution is not one of 
security, but it is a political 
which necessitates economic 
stimulation." he said in re- 
marks carried by Egypt's 
Middle East News Agency. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) wa* prom- 
ised S2.4 billion in .rid over 
five years, but only ? fraction 
has arrived. 

Earlier Tuesday, Mr. Ara- 
fat assured Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak that 
Palestinian troops could dis- 
arm militants. 

Neither leader spoke to 
reporters after the two-hour 
meeting. 

But Osama Al Baz, Mr. 
Mubarak's chief political 
adviser, said Mr. Arafat out- 
lined his plan to disarm 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad. 

“He said that the Palesti- 
nian Authority is capable of 
meeting the security chal- 


lenges," said Dr. Baz, who 
attended the meeting. “He 
expressed willingness to do 
all that they can in order to 
confiscate arms and to tight- 
en controls in this respect.” 

Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and Israeli 
negotiators, meanwhile, met 
for a second day in Cairo on 
convening Palestinian elec- 
tions for a council to run 
autonomous areas in Gaza 
and the West Bank. 

The talks have snagged on 
the size and duties of the 
council. 

But Al Baz said Palestinian 
negotiators “seem to be con- 
fident the current round will 
witness some tangible prog- 
ress in the direction of facili- 
tating holding of elections." 

Yoel Singer, the chief 
Israeli delegate in the Cairo 
talks, said there was no 
breakthrough, although the 
two sides made progress. 

(Continued on page 12) 


Ekeus report quells hope 
for end to Iraq embargo 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — U.N. officials have 
dashed Iraqi hopes for a 
speedy end to sanctions on oil 
exports, saying all signs 
pointed to an undisclosed 
germ warfare programme. 

Advance copies of a 40- 
page report by Rolf Ekeus. 
head or the U.N. Special 
Commission in charge of 
scrapping Iraq's weapons of 
mass destruction, were sent 
to Security Council members 
late on Monday. The detailed 
document is a six-month re- 
view of Iraq’s arms capabili- 
ties. 

Mr. Ekeus dismissed Iraq’s 
claim that it had imported 
large quantities of biological 
materials for hospital labor- 
atories. He also revealed lar- 
ger amounts than in his pre- 
vious reports. 

France. Russia and China 
are pushing for a lifting of the 
oil embargo, which is linked 
to disarmament under a 1991 
Gulf war ceasefire resolution 
while sanctions on imports 
are tied to other demands. 


But the new report delays 
such efforts. 

Instead the United States, 
Britain and Argentina want 
Iraq to sell limited quantities 
of oil for humanitarian goods 
under U.N. supervision. But 
this resolution, not accepted 
by Iraq, will not be adopted, 
within the next week because 
France has put forward 
amendments that will take 
time to negotiate. 

In 1988, Iraq alone im- 
ported nearly 39 tonnes of 
“complex growth, media" in 
which bacteria or viruses are 
grown, while the country’s 
total hospital consumption of 
such material was less than 
200 kilogrammes per year, 
the report said. The commis- 
sion said it suspected addi- 
tional purchases in 1989 and 
1990. 

Of the 39 tonnes bought in 
1988 only 22 had been 
accounted foT and 17 were 
still missing. Ten tonnes of 
growth media are sufficient 
to make one tonne of biolo- 
gical warfare agents. 


. “This importation of media 
by types, quantities and pack- 
aging is grossly out of propor- 
tion to Iraq’s stated require- 
ments for hospital use," the 
report said. 

The report also implicitly 
disputed LLS. claims that 
Iraq was rebuilding its che- 
mical and ballistic missile in- 
dustries under the noses of 
U.N. inspectors, allegations 
diplomats say are undercut- 
ting Mr. Ekeus’ work. 

Other key areas include: 

— Nuclear: The Vienna- 
based International Atomic 
Energy Agency will release a 
report shortly saying it will 
look into documents 
obtained by the Sunday 
Times of London that allege 
a hidden nuclear programme, 
diplomats said. Previous 
IAEA reports said the agen- 
cy destroyed all nuclear 
materials. 

— Ballistic missiles: The 
Ekeus report said Iraq had 
imported 819 Scuds, which 

(Continued on page 12) 


Nabulsi says Audit Bureau 
scrutiny of CB J not feasible 

Governor hopes Cabinet will come up 
with special CB J auditing mechanism 

By P.V. Vivekanand 


Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) Governor 
Mohammad Nabulsi has ex- 
pressed disappointment over 
moves to bring the CBJ 
under Audit Bureau control 
and expressed hope that the 
government would find a for- 
mula that would defend the 
bank’s autonomy and ensure 
that its capital accounts and 
operations are not adversely 
affected. 

in his first public comment 
on the issue after a high-level 
legislative committee ruled 
eight-to-one last week that 
the CBJ should come under 
the auditing procedures of 
the Audit Bureau, Dr. 
Nabusli also said that his 
desire to quit the job for 
personal reasons were 
‘emphasised and acceler- 
ated" by the move. 

The very idea of the CBJ 
accounts being audited by the 
Audit Bureau, said Dr. 
Nabulsi, ‘‘is very much 
against my principles, against 
my thinking of the efficient 



Mohammad Nabulsi 

and effective management of 
the Central Bank." 

“It is a step backwards,” 
he said, acknowledging that 
he tried his “best to block this 
move.” 

The issue of bringing CBJ 
books under Audit Bureau 
scrutiny was first brought up 
in Parliament last year during 
a debate on state institutions 
and their efficiency. Since 
then. Dr. Nabulsi tried in 
vain lobbying parliament 


members as well as senior 
government officials against 
die move, which, he said, 
made little logic. 

“I am fully convinced that 
this is neither in the interests 
of the country nor in the 
interests of the Central 
Bank," he told the Jordan 
Times in an interview on 
Monday. 

“My convictions in this re- 
spect are very, very strong," 
Dr. Nabulsi said. “I don’t 
think that the audit (of CBJ 
books) by the Audit Bureau 
is practically feasible because 
of the kind of the operations 
that the Central Bank carries 
out, in controlling credit, 
issuing currency etc .. cannot, 
by their very nature, be sub- 
ject to auditing.” 

Furthermore, he said, the 
CBJ has “one of the best, 
perhaps the best, internal au- 
diting department among all 
the government agencies and 
institutions.” 

“We have a kind of model 
system for auditing, internal- 
ly and externally.” he said. 

(Continued on page 2) 


urges shift from services to production 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
on Tuesday called for close 
focus on developing Jordan's 
industry and agriculture with 
the aim of achieving self- 
reliance and said the King- 
dom's priority was to build 
and develop itself by the year 
2005. 

Addressing a gathering of 
scholars ana academicians 
marking the 25th anniversary 
of the Royal Scientific Socie- 
ty (RSS), the Regent also 
railed for closer attention to 
be paid to Jordan's youth 
since they represent the 
Kingdom's hopes. 

The Regent said Jordan 
should move towards in- 
creased local production 
rather than concentrating on 
providing services. 

The Crown Prince said in- 
tellect could not be 
broadened through empty 
slogans and statements but 
through giving them meaning 
and content. 

Prince Hassan expressed 
hope that the institutions of 
higher education in Jordan 
could serve as a basis for a 
national plan for science and 
production. 

He also emphasised the 
need to have clear-cut plans 
to develop Jordan's human 
resources and train them to 
meet the requirements of the 
era. 

Science and technology 
should be integral parts of 
higher education, he said. 

The CroWn Prince under- 
lined the role of universities, 
societies and dubs could play 
in serving local communities 
and encouraging cooperation 
and the spirit of teamwork. 

Noting that 70 per cent of 
Jordan’s population were be- 
low the age of 25 years, the 
Regent also emphasised the 



His Royal mghiMss Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, mi Tuesday addresses a gathering at 
the Royal Scientific Society (Petra photo) 

foster dialogue other institutions and called 


need to 
among the country's youth. 

The Regent expressed 
hope that Jordan's experts in 
planning and sciences would 
be successful in turning the 
Kingdom into the focal point 
for investment’ in the Middle 
East. 

The Crown Prince said Jor- 
dan, which has signed a peace 
treaty with Israel, was not 
seeking doser ties with Israel 
or to depend solely on the 
U.S.' and welcomes regional 
cooperation with Arab and 
Muslim countries. 

The Regent noted that 
there is a major gap between 
the level of incomes of 130 
million Arabs and seven mil- 
lion Israelis and said that if 
the conditions remain as they 
are today then the Israeli per 
capita income would be 17 
times that of the Arab 
citizen. 

Prince Hassan paid tribute 
to all those who work at the 
RSS’s 35 laboratories and 


for adherence to their warn- 
ings and standards and speri- 
fi cations. 

RSS President Hani Muiqi 
also addressed the ceremony, 
which was attended by Her 
* Royal Highness Princess Sar- 
vath, the RSS board of trus- 
tees, former sodety presi- 
dents and other invited 
guests. 

Dr. Muiqi thanked His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
Prince Hassan for their sup- 
port of the sodety. 

He said the assets of the 
sodety by the end of 1994 
totalled JD 22 million com- 
pared with JD 500,000 in 
•1972. • 

He said the number of the 
sodety’s personnel in 1994 
stood at 600 compared with 
142 in 1972. 

The sodety. Dr. Muiqi 
said, has seven specialised 
technical centres while in 
1972 it bad only two. The 


revenues of the sodety in 
1994 were JD 6 million com- 
pared to JD 500,000 in 1972, 
he said. 

Anton Rah lan, the socie- 
ty’s first president, delivered 
an address in which he com- 
mended the King's and the 
Crown Prince’s efforts to 
establish and develop the 
sodety. He said the RSS had 
achieved glorious success 
during the past 25 years. 

Another address was deli- 
vered by Munther Haddadin 
on behalf of veteran RSS 
employees. 

The ceremony was 
attended by . acting Prime 
Minister Abdul Raouf . Al 
Rawabdch, the Crow* 
Prince’s private advisor 
Mohammad Saqqaf, several 
members of the board of 
trustees of the Higher Educa- 
tion Coundl. senators, de- 
puties, the chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff and 
other offidals. 


Efforts in top gear to 
end university feud 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Efforts to solve 
the dispute between the two 
parties involved in Wednes- 
day's clashes at the Universi- 
ty of. Jordan continued Tues- 
day and a member of the 
Parliament and a former gov- 
ernor of Salt started their 
own bids at mediation. 

Deputy Ali Shati. (Balqa) 
met with the university presi- 
dent. Fawzi Ghareibeh, and 
was briefed by him on the 
latest results of the universi- 
ty’s enquiry. 

Mr. Shati said that he was 
pursuing the issue on a per- 
sonal level and that he would 
inform Parliament of de- 
velopments. 

Mijhem Khreisha. the for- 
mer governor of Balqa. in- 
vited prominent personalities 
from the two sides to a meet- 
ing on Tuesday. Results of 
the meeting were not im- 
mediately available. 

Informed sources at the 
university said a group of 
Circassian students met with 
a third party that was not 
involved in the clashes to 
settle a spin-off dispute over 
a female student who was 
beaten in Wednesday's 
brawl. 

According to the source, 
the meeting, which was held 
in one of the rooms at the 
deanship offices was success- 
ful. 

"Students were able to set- 
tle the dispute and the Circas- 
sians apologised to the third 
party over the unfortunate 
incident.” said one source. 

Other sources, however, 
told the Jordan Times that 
the two parties did not settle 
the problem, and that “the 
third party said they will 
agree to settle the issue when 
the whole problem is set- 
tled.” 

Students said that the 
female student who was in 
the faculty of finance and 
commerce at the time of inci- 
dent. was caught in the mid- 
dle of the fight when the 
building was stormed by stu- 
dents wielding sticks and 
clubs. 

According to one student. 


the female student was from 
Tafileh and she suffered 
some fractures and bruises as 
a result. 

Circassian sources con- 
tended meanwhile that the 
representatives of the Salt 
community were dragging 
their feet in as far as recon- 
ciliation efforts were con- 
cerned for purely political 
reasons. 

“There are political mo- 
tives behind the issue since 
municipal elections in Salt 
town are getting close and 
some individuals are trying to 
benefit from the opportunity 
that has presented itself, 
especially in terms of cur- 
rying favour with the govern- 
ment.” one Circassian source 
asserted. 

“This can also be evident 
in the way the media have 
been manipulated by the 
other side." the source 
added. 

The source claimed that 
the media underplayed the 
number of Circassian stu- 
dents injured in the clashes. 

“But this may be our fault 
since most of the Circassian 
students injured in the brawl 
went to their homes rather 
than to hospitals and their 
injuries were never reported 
officially.” the source ex- 
plained. 

Dean of students Moham- 
mad Khreisat said "students 
were questioned Monday and 
more are expected to be 
questioned. 

“Investigations are going 
to take some time because 
every time we are question- 
ing students they give us new 
names. So it might be a while 
before our investigations are 
over," Dr. Khreisat said. 

According to’ Dr. 
Khreisat, the university 
administration will take 
stringent measures against 
any student if investiga- 
tions prove that he/she was 
pan of or had instigated the 
fight. 

Six days after the clashes, 
the situation at the university 
was calm. Police in civilian 
clothes continued surveill- 
ance on campus. Police vans 
were parked near the main 
gate. 


Iraq invites Inonu 
for talks on Kurds 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Said Al Sahaf 
has invited Turkish counter- 
part Erdal Inonu to Baghdad, 
Iraqi Ambassador Raffi Dah- 
ham Midjvel Al Tikriti said 
here Tuesday following a 
meeting with Mr. Inonu. 

Mr. Tikriti said his meeting 
with Mr. Inonu touched on 
bilateral relations and added 
he was optimistic about fu- 
ture links “despite several 
exceptional developments,”, 
an allusion to the Turkish 
military operation begun 
March 20 in northern Iraq to 
weed out Iraq-based separat- 
ist Kurdish rebels. 

The Iraqi ambassador said 
that the “Kurdish question, - 
which concerns the two coun- 
tries, has to be dealt with in 
accordance with common in- 
terests.” 

Mr. Tikriti labelled the 
head of the outlawed Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK), Abdul- 
lah Ocal an, as well as the 
leader of the Iraq-based 
Democratic Party of Kurdis- 
tan (DPK), Massoud Barza- 
ni. and the head of the Pat- 
riotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK), Jala! Talabani, as 
“separatists.” 

In February, Mr. Sahaf vi- 
sited Ankara for the first time 
since the end of the February 
1991 Gulf war. 

The official Iraq press run 
commentaries and editorials 
blasting Turkey for talks with 
the Iraqi Kurdish rebel lead- 
ers and continued military 
presence in northern Iraq. 

Babel, a newspaper pub- 
lished by President Saddam 
Hussein’s eldest son, Uday, 
urged Turkey in a front-page 
editorial to learn from the 
lessons of history as Iraq was 
“and will always remain key 
to (its) collapse." 

A top U.S. envoy mean- 
while urged Turkey to use 
political measures, not force, 
to solve its ethnic Kurdish 
problem. 

U.S. Deputy Secretary of , 
state Strobe Talbott reiter- 
ated Washington’s expecta- 
tions that the Turkish milit- 
ary incursion in northern Iraq 
be limited. And he said it was 
each state’s duty tQ make all 


its people feel like ful 
citizens. 

“The United States under 
stand Turkey's needs to dea 
firmly with the PKK, which i; 
a vicious terrorist organ isa 
tion, but at the same time w< 
attach great importance « 
the assurances of the Turirisf 
government that the opera 
tions will be limited in scope 
and duration,” Mr. Talbot 
told an audience at the presti 
gious Bilkent University 
here. 

After initial support, th< 
United States toughened in 
stand on the Turkish opera- 
tion. 

Washington has also spel- 
led out a new position regard- 
ing the future of Kurds. 

The U.S. State Depart- 
ment said on Monday tha: 
the United States oppose: 
establishment of an- indepen- 
dent state for ethnic Kurd 
but autonomy or another sys- 
tem of self-government mighi 
eventually be negotiated it 
states where Kurdish com- 
munities live,- 

In the past Turkey haj 
firmly opposed such scenar- 
ios. 

Mr. Talbott said nation: 
should ensure that “all the 
dozens of a state whatevei 
their nationality, their reH 
gjon or language feel them- 
selves to be full dtizeas. If « 
state can meet that standarc 
then it is much less likely tc 
have a problem with seoes 
sionist terrorists.” 

Turkey has 12 millior 
Kurds. They are banned ffon 
using their language in broad- 
casting or education. 

Meanwhile Turkish troop: 
backed by air power hav* 
killed some 70 Kurdish rebel 
m tiie last three days of a bij 
operation in the eastern pro 
vince of Tunceli, army offi 
rials said. 

“We have killed about 71 
PKK guerrillas and lost thre< 
soldiers in Alibogazi Valley/ 
said an army official in Tun 
celi. 

Turkish' authorities earlie: 
said the Tunceli sweep wa: 
on a par with their cross- 
border anti-PKK drive ir 
northern Iraq. 
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Expert says Palestinians 
need help in marketing 


Aid channelled to wrong priorities; opening 
markets, transport access more important 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The economy of 
the Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip stands 
little chance of improvement 
without the outside world 
opening up markets for their 
products and allow access for 
those products to reach the 
markets, says an American 
businessman who has been 
working with the Palestinians 
for die past five years. 

Leo Kramer, who has also 
been trying to market Palesti- 
nian produce in the West, 
said he believed that the 
Palestinians were “very cap- 
able and competent" to de- 
velop their economy, but are 
handicapped by geographical 
problems and world apathy 
on the “right" issues that 
help the Palestinians. 

Mr. Kramer is also bitter 
that the international com- 
munity which eagerly wel- 
comed the breakthrough in 
Israeli-Palestinian peace talks 
and embraced the Oslo 
accords has not done enough 
to help the Palestinians. 

“The number of people 
who have opened up market 
for the Palestinians is too 
limited," Mr. Kramer said in 
an interview during a recent 
visit to Jordan. “The oppor- 
tunities to sell abroad is too 
limited." 

The U.S., the main player 
behind efforts to help the 
Palestinian economy through 
investment and business, “is 
now, two years later, study- 
ing whether Palestinian pro- 
ducts can enter the American 
market, "said Mr. Kramer. It 
was an apparent reference to 
a recent announcement that 
the U.S. would grant pre- 
ferential treatment to Palesti- 
nian products under the 
General System of Prefer- 
ences trade acc ord. 

“We are two years late,” 
he said. “And therefore they 
did not have a market in the 
U.S. to sell their goods. That 
is just one example," 

“All those meetings >on in- 
vestments and airtirat.. no- 
thing’s going to happed -txiF' 
less someone specifically 
guarantees that the material 
will move from the plant, 
from a farm, from a factory in 
Gaza,” he said. “That has 
not happened.” 

If anything, said Mr. 
Kramer, the donor cummun- 


ity is attaching unreasonable 
expectations to the perform- 
ance of the Palestinians and 
blaming them “even before 
they got a chance to start," 
and the aid being sent to the 
self-rule territories is spent 
on wrong priorities. 

“There are so many studies 
in the Gaza Strip, such . a 
small territory, that make 
one wonder what is there so 
much to study about?” 

In Mr. Kramer's opinion, 
the aid would have helped 
better if it “was dropped in 
$100 bills from a helicopter” 
over Gaza and the West 
Bank. 

The businessman cited the 
$500 million that the U.S. 
pledged as aid to the Palesti- 
nians as part of international 
assistance totalling $2.4 bil- 
lion shortly after the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and Israel signed their 
autonomy agreement 

“Then someone suggested 
it should be spread over five 
years, then someone said let 
us spend $125 million on 
OPIC (Overseas Private In- 
vestment Corporation) and 
then someone said let us 
spend $75 million on stu- 
dies," be said. 

That meant the American 
aid to the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA) was 
brought down to $300 mil- 
lion, he said, adding that 
Washington’s regular annual 
contribution of $70 million to 
the budget of the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) also 
came from the $500 million 
pledge. 

In any case, he said, 
“money is not the main factor 
here. What matters is 
whether the Palestinians have 
an opportunity to market 
their products.” 

‘Too much time and effort 
are spent on blaming people, 
something wrong with the 
PLO... something wrong 
with the PNA,” said 

“Each person who does 
that should ask: What have 
they done to open their mar- 
ket for the Palestinians? To 
give them' opportunities?'’' 
added the businessman, a 
member of Builders of 
Peace, a committee put 
together by U.S. Vice- 
President A1 Gore to help 
develop the Palestinian eco- 
nomy. 

Mr. Kramer also called on 
Jordan, Israel and Egypt to 


open up their land, sea and 
air routes open for Palesti- 
nian products to pass, 

“Before you can expect 
investment, you must guaran- 
tee that for what you produce 
there is a market and you can 
deliver the product,” be said. 
“If you cannot deliver the 
product, why should anyone 
produce? Why should anyone 
invest?” 

“There is no sense in talk- 
ing about investment if there 
is no place for you to sell your 
product,” he emphasised. 
“You have to open np your 
market. There is nothing 
more important than that. 

“Then you have to make 
sure that Che transport system 
works. The Palestinians have 
no port no airport. Israel, 
Jordan and Egypt must 
guarantee that goods flowing 
out of Gaza and the West 
Bank will reach the outside 
world... they must guarantee 
it. They must make it hap- 
pen. They must prove it is 
doable.” 

“The problem is not with 
the Palestinians,” he 
asserted. “They cannot open 
Egypt’s Ai Arish airport,- 
they cannot open the Amman 
airport, they cannot open the 
Israeli airport. Others must 
do that for them. They must 
make the ports available to 
the Palestinians.” 

Mr. Kramer rejected inter- 
national criticism of what 
many see as the efficiency of 
the PNA. “Civil servants 
don't create or destroy an 
economy,” he said. “How 
long did it take the U.S. to 
create a civil service? One 
year, two years....? Now we 
say to the Palestinians, you 
have been there a year and 
half, and why don’t you have 
a great civil service?" 

“The problem is that the 
perception is wrong," said 
the businessman. “The civil 
servants of the PNA... have a 
lot to learn, lot of get 
together, a lot of do. That's 
exactly what the donor na- 
tions were supposed to give, 
but. t^ey did not.” 

Tt is a hew country, it is a 
’ ‘ small ebun tty . . there is not tax 
base,' no "Facilities, no re- 
sources... and all the smart 
people, the rich people, in- 
telligent people are saying: 
Oh it is their fault, they 
failed,” said Mr. Kramer. 
But the fact is, he said, “they 
did not have a chance to 
start.” 


Culture and 
education 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Rnhma Bint Al Hassan ou 
Tuesday stood in for her 
father His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, to chair a meeting 
at the Royal Court for 
members of the Binational 
FuUbright Commission for 
Educational Exchange to 
follow up on ideas and sug- 
gestions made by Prince 
Hassan on cultural activi- 
ties in Jordan and cultural 
and educational exchange 
with the United States. 

The Crown Prince’s sug- 
gestions include meetings 
between FuUbright gradu- 
ates and Jordanian students 
and scholars benefiting 
from the commission’s acti- 



vities and services in addi- 
tion to specialised meetings 
c o ve rin g such areas as hu- 
man and commercial laws 
and comparable studies on 
religions. 


The commission’s office 
was opened in Amman in 
December in accordance 
with a cooperation agree- 
ment signed by Jordan and 
the U.S. in 1993. 


The Binational FuUbright 
Commission is a non-profit 
organisation offering scho- 
larships to students and 
teachers Grom both coun- 
tries. 


Jews in Jerusalem decline in number 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Despite decades of 
exerted effort to bolster the 
Jewish presence in Jeru- 
salem, the proportion of 
Arabs in the city is rising and 
they will constitute about a 
third of its population in 15 
years, a study showed Tues- 
day. 

The annual survey of the 
Jerusalem Institute for Israel 
Studies said Jews are current- 
ly 71.7 per cent of the city’s 
567.200 residents, compared 
to 74.2 per cent when its 
eastern half was occupied in 
1967. 

The figures were only up to 
the end of 1993, however. 

The survey predicted that 
because of constant Jewish 
emigration from the city and 
a high Arab birthrate, the 
number of non-Jews in Jeru- 
salem would reach about 
250,000 in the year 2010, 
dimbing to 31 per cent of the 


projected total of 817,500. 
“There will be conflict,” 


said Ehud Olmert, the Israeli 
mayor of the city, commenting on the 
findings. “Jerusalem is a city 
of conflict. But I think that 
these conflicts wil] be man- 
ageable, controllable.” 


The findings were especial- 
ly striking in view of Israel’s 
attempts to limit die non- 
Jewish population in the city, 
which is the main sticking 
point of the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict. 

Sarah Kamiker, a liberal 
city councilwoman, said 
building for Arabs has been 
restricted for years so their 
part in the city would not rise 
about 28 per cent. Mean- 
while, 65,700 apartments 
have been build or approved 
for Jews in East Jerusalem 
since 1967. 

The survey said 77 per cent 
of the 2,720 apartments built 
in Jerusalem in 1993 were in 
Pisgat Zeev, a Jewish neigh- 
bourhood in the eastern sec- 
tor. As a consequence, Jews 
now constituted a majority of 
52 per cent even m East 
Jensalem, it said. 

Although it did not give 
numbers, previous recent 
surveys said 160,000 Jews live 
there compared to 155,000 
Arabs. 

The findings were ex- 
plained by a difference in 
brithrates — 26.3 births 
annually per 1,000 for Jews, 
compared to 35.4 per 1,000 


for non-Jews. 

Also, the survey said, ab- 
out 20.000 Jews left Jeru- 
salem, which is the poorest of 
Israel’s major cities in 1990- 
93. In that time about 43,000 
immigrants, most former 
Soviets, settled there. New 
immigrants are now about 11 
per cent of the Jews in the 
dty. 

The survey also showed 
that among Jerusalem’s Jews, 
the share of the ultra- 
orthodox, who live by strict 
religious code and are fre- 
quently at odds with the secu- 
lar majority, was rapidly ris- 
ing. Tneir numbers were ex- 
pected to double to 214,000 
by 2010. 

A top official who handles 
donations from abroad said 
rich Israelis should take after 
Jews abroad and give more to 
their own poor. 

“Israelis have forgotten Che 
essential words of charity or 
responsibility, of giving to the 
other,” said Avraham Burg, 
the new head of the Jewish 
Agency that links Israeli and 
world Jews. 

“There are so many 
Israelis of means. They have 
money. They have resour- 


ces, ” Mr. Burg said. 

Over $340 million of the 
agency’s $500 million 1995 
budget came from foreign 
donors. 

Some Israelis, like Deputy 
Foreign Minister Yossi 
Beilin, have said Israel no 
longer needed Jewish charity 
at all. since the country’s per 
capita income of about 
$14,000 is on par with many 
Western nations. There are 
also increasing charges that 
the Jewish Agency is a relic 
of Israel's past and no longer 
necessary. 

But Mr. Burg, one of 
several Israeli reformers in 
their 40s who are gradually 
assuming leading positions, 
said there was still a role for 
the agency as long as it 
streamlined operations. 

The agency deals with 
absorption of new immig- 
rants, as well as sponsoring 
trips to Israel, education and 
rural development. 

Mr. Burg said he found 
“not corruption but incompe- 
tence” in the agency since 
taking it over. He said the 
agency is tens of millions of 
dollars in debt as a result of 
mismanagement. 


Ahmar says Saudi- Yemeni relations have improved 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Ye- 
men's parliamentary speaker 
Sheikh Abdullah Al Ahmar 
said on Tuesday relations be- 
tween his Country and Saudi 
Arabia have improved since 
they started talks to. solve a 


border dispute. 
“Yemem-Saudi talks are 


going on their way quickly 
and with steady, strong and 
truthful steps,” Sheikh 
Ahmar told reporters after 
meeting Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak. 


“Relations between Ye- 
men and Saudi Arabia are as 
good as even before the Gulf 
war,” be said. 

. Saudi -Yemeni ties took a 
turn for the worse after Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait in 1990, 
when Saudi Arabia expelled 
hundreds of thousands of 
Yemeni workers for what it 
said was Yemen’s implicit 
support of the invasion. 

A 60-year-old border prob- 
lem has further strained rela- 
tions, but a joint military 


committee has been meeting 
to resolve differences that 
erupted into violence for 
months ago. 

Riyadh and Sanaa signed a 
memorandum in February 
providing for committees to 
demarcate land and sea bor- 
ders and prevent troop move- 
ments in the potentially ofl- 
ricb frontier area. 

Sheikh Ahmar arrived in 
Cairo on Sunday for a week- 
long visit 

Yemeni President Ali 


Abdullah Saleh is to visit 
Saudi Arabia next week for 
talks with King Fahd, govern- 
ment officials said in Sanaa. 


The two leaders discussed 
implementation of the Saudi- 
Yemeni agreement to settle 
the border dispute during a 
telephone conversation Sun- 
day, the officials said. 


“Preparations are being 
made for the visit’’ to Saudi 
Arabia by Mr. Saleh, they 
added. 


Filipina 
says she 
killed her 
employer in 

self-defence 



ing. 


•it'iliir* 1 


AL AIN (R) — A 16-year- 
old Filipina maid on Tuesday 
pleaded not guilty to the 
manslaughter of her em- 
ployer, saying she acted in 
self-defence when he cried to 
rape her. 

Mohammad Amin, acting 
as defence lawyer in this oasis 
city, said he was challenging 
the charge because Islamic 
law says that “it is the duty of 
a woman to protect her hon- 
our up to the piont of kill- 


Sarah Balabagan, said by 
doctors and Philippines offi- 
cials to have been only 16 at 
the time of the alleged off- 
ence, was reunited with her 
mother in the United Arab 
Emirates court on Tuesday. 

Smiling softly, in black 
Muslim headscarf, she hug- 
ged her mother Baie through 
the bars of her court room 
cell shortly before her trial 
resumed behind closed 
doors. 

Her parents travelled to 
UAE with a legal team and 
Manila government officials 
attending to ensure there is 
no repeat of the case of Flor 
Contemplacion, a Filipina 
maid who was hanged in 
Singapore for murder last 
month, sparking outrage. 

“We are here to oversee 
that she gets a fair trial,” said 
Filipino lawyer Jose Grapi- 
lon. 

It was the first meeting of 
mother and daughter since 
Sarah left the Philippines ear- 
lier in 1994 to work as a maid 
on what Manila officials say 
was a forged passport giving 
her age as 28 and provided by 
racketeers who entice under- 
age women to work as maids 
abroad. 

Sarah pleaded not guilty to 
the manslaughter last July of 
her UAE employer, named 
in court documents as UAE 
national Almas Mohammad 
Al Balushi. 

Mr. Amin said she frees a 
charge in Islamic Sharia law 
similar to manslaughter. The 
charge assumes there is no 
premeditation and the max- 
imum penalty is life imprison- 
ment. 

; He said he asked the court 
on Tuesday to release the 
teenager on bail but die re- 
quest had not been granted. 

“We are optimistic Sarah 
will get a fair trial,” We 
believe she is innocent be- 
cause she wanted to protect 
her life." a Philippine embas- 
sy source said.* 
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Somali kidnappers demand 
$120,000 ransom for envoy 


MOGADISHU (R) — 
Somali kidnappers demanded 
on Tuesday a ransom of 
$120,000 from Ethiopia to 
secure the release of an 
Ethiopian diplomat seized in 
the Somali capital two days 
ago. 

Somali businessman Os- 
man Isse said in a statement 
the ransom amounted to 
“compensation" for property 
including doth, tape recor- 
ders. watches and other items 
confiscated by Ethiopia. 

Mr. Isse said demands for 
compensation received no re- 
ply so the group of business- 
man whose goods were seized 
would hold the Ethiopian di- 
plomat. Yamani Abdi. until 
receiving either their proper- 
ty back'or $120,000. 

The Ethiopian Foreign 
Ministry on Monday deman- 
ded the unconditional release 
of Yamani. acting charge 
d'affaires at its embassy in 
Mogadishu who was seized 


by five clan gunmen. 

Mr. Yamani was one of 
only a few diplomats left in 
the Somali capital. He was 
seized following an Ethiopian 
initiative to reconcile Soma- 
lia's rival dans through talks 
with .ethnic Somali clan 
chiefs from Ethiopia. 


The Ethiopian Foreign 
Ministry said Mr. Yamani 
was abducted by members of 
a clan whose goods were re- 
cently confiscated by Ethio- 
pian border guards as they 
were being smuggled into the 
Negele border area of 
Ethiopia. 


“The diplomat was 
abducted as a means of ran- 
som by the clan. There will 
be no compromise on this 
criminal act. Consequences 
for anything short of an un- 
conditional release of the di- 
plomat will be the kidnap- 
pers' responsibility." it 
added. 


Nabnlsi: Audit Bureau scrutiny not feasible 


(Continued from page 1) 


The CBJ governor noted 
that in most countries where- 
ver there is a central bank, 
spedal arrangements were in 
place to audit the accounts of 
the treasury as represented 
by the central bank. 

“The Bank of England, the 
Federal Reserve, the Bun- 
desbank, you name it, have 
absolutely rejected the nor- 
mal routine kind of auditing 
work," he said. “This is a 
very important point in re- 
gard to the future of the 
Central Bank and its effec- 
tiveness. 

“It certainly runs against 
our modern legislation and 
laws. Even if we had a legisla- 
tion which throws a shadow 
on this, I think this legislation 
should be amended to allow 
the Centra] Bank to have a 
special auditing mechanism.” 

According to Dr. Nabulsi, 
the best mechanism, as has 
been the case now, is to have 
a private sector auditing firm 


to check the accounts of the 
Central Bank rather than a 
state-run department like the 
Audit Bureau. 


“The autonomy of the 
Central Bank, the trans- 
parency of its operations, and 
the need to separate the pow- 
er of the Central Bank from 
the government or an execu- 
tive authority to fulfil its mis- 
sion in the best way it can 
would definitely necessitate 
that such an auditing is done 
by specialised private sector 
institutions,” he said. 

The CBJ law says that the 
auditing of the monetary 
body should be carried out by 
a specialised institution 
appointed by the Council of 
Ministers. 


This practice has been in 
effect since the establishment 
of the Central Bank until the 
question was raised in Parlia- 
ment last year, prompting the 
issue to be referred for legal 


and constitutional interpreta- 
tion . 

Dr. Nabulsi noted that rul- 
ing by the Higher Council for 
the Interpretation of the 
Constitution — a panel of 
five judges and four members 
of the Upper House of Parlia- 
ment — was now before the 
Council of Ministers. 

'(Former Prime Minister 
Mudar Bad ran, now a mem- 
ber of the Upper House, cast 
the only vote in the panel 
against the derision that the 
Central Bank should come 
under regular inspections by 
the Audit Bureau). 

Asked whether he had any 
specific suggestions, the CBJ 
governor said: 

“I think the Council of 
Ministers will have a good 
look at it. They may find a 
way to implement a kind of 
Audit which would match 
and rake all considerations 
into account.” 

He expressed hope that the 
Council of Ministers “will 
apply the principle of the 
Audit Bureau but in a very 
specialised manner, in the 
sense that there might be a 


spedal channel They might 
create a special channel be- 
tween the Audit Bureau and 
the Central Bank ..." 

In Dr. Nabulsi’s view, the 
administrative expenses — 
salaries, wages and other mis- 
cellaneous accounts of the 
Central Bank — could be 
audited by the Audit Bureau 
“rather than the overall in- 
vestments, capital accounts 
... our foreign exchange posi- 
tions abroad ... or the ex- 
penses of issuing currency." 

“Issuing currency is not 
something that is subject to 
an ordinary tender,” he said. 
“We print our currency in the 
best printing presses in the 
world. (It) may cost more 
than the ordinary presses but 
at the same time secure spe- 
cial safeguards for the curren- 
cy notes. 

“We can definitely not go 
into auditing (what) we pay 
to banks in interest on their 
assets at the Central Bank 
...,” he said. 

“These operation, by their 
very nature, are untenable 
for ordinary, routine audit- 
ing.” 


Asked how he felt perso- 
nally about the affair. Dr. 
Nabulsi. 67, said his desire to 
retire was “accelerated and 
emphasised.” 

He noted that when his 
mandate for a second five- 
year term was renewed last 
year he had asked the gov- 
ernment to limit it “to one 
year mininum and two years 
maximum for reasons of age 


and health ...” 

“And that was what I was 
promised,” he said. “Now, 
after this development ... I 
have again expressed the 
wish to be relieved of my 
duties as soon as posable. 

“This relief should come 
definitely before the end of 
this year. But that is the 
maximum as I said ... I hope 
that would come sooner.” 


Embassy of India 
AMMAN 


The Embassy of India regrets to announce 
with profound grief of the sad demise of 

Mr. Morarji Desai 

former Prime Minister of India 


on Monday, 10th April, 1995. 

A condolence book will remain open at the 
Embassy premises, Jabal Amman, 1st Circle, 
on Wednesday (12th April) and Thursday 
(13th April) from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
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PRCX 
14:00 
14:39 
13:00 
16:00 
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17:00 
17:30 
19:00 
I0JO 
19:45 
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21:15 
23.00 
22:20 
22:40 
23; ]Q 


;ramme TWO 

Thu FliniMonc* 

1 1ni Shots 

Bruakm:in'- Work) 

Movies. Games. and Videos 

Tii r; wan 

Lev Prince El La Strcnc 

Tar.itara 

News in French 

The Bold and (he Beautiful 

E = M* 

The Marvellous Machine 

G.P. 

Beilin Break 

News in Eng lisli 

PrKm 

Snowy River 

Keeping Up Appearance 


De la Salle Church Tel. 661757 

Tcrrasancta Church Tel: *22366 
Church of Ibr AonuiKiattee Tel. 

Ci2354l. 

Anglican Church Tel. 630X51. Tel. 
02X543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

Si. Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel. 
h5252o. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
X2432H. 

German-speaking Evangelical Con- 
grcgalKMi Tel: 6S4IV5 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints Tel. 

Church or Nazarcne Tel. 67569 1. 
The Evangelical Local Church in 
Amman 
Tel. XI 1295 



Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 14 Aqaba 25. Humidity 
readings: Amman 32 per cent". 
Aq;ihu 40 per eenl. 


EMERGENCIES 


HOSPITALS 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


PRAYER TIMES 

05:46 Fajr 

07 07 /Sunrise! Duh.i 

I3i?h Dhuhr 

17:12 "Asr 

29.-06 Mughreh 

21:27 'Mia 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied h\ (he Depart- 
nienf of Mefennifeurv. 


CHURCHES 


St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweiffeb. Tel. XIU74D 
Assemblies or God Church. Tel. 
6327X5. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. h24.s«n. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
6374411. 


Temperatures ure expected in 
rise slightly with winds north- 
westerly light in moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will he northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 


AMMAN: 

Pr. Hanna Mansnur 

Dr. Ratib Zuituun 

Dr. Yatn a Abdul Salam 

Dr. Said Ali 

Firas pharmacy 

Fcrdows pharmacy 

Al Ascmu pharmacy 

Nuimukh pharmacy 

Al Salam pharmacy 

Yuoiiih pharmacy 

Shmeisani pharmacy 

Nai mu jh pharmacy 

Nujih pharmacy 


7511197 
, XXH6X5 
7361172 
. 78X2X5 
«.l‘t|2 
77833ft 
6371155 
, 623672 
. 63*730 
, 644945 
ft37ftW» 
, 623*72 
S47632 


Min./Mux. temp. 

Amman 

Aqahu 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley .... 


rw|6 
. 14 -27 
. 4 : '21 
12. 15 


1RBID: 

Dr. Ali AI5hnqairi 

Al Quds pharmacy 


. 2461411 

.... t 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Ralih Ai.iJJuh 

Khulifch pharmacy 


«MJj44 

•1X5417 


Food Control Centre (>37111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

fbriOK *30341 

Civil Defence Emergency IW 

Rescue Police 1*72,621 III. 637777 

Fire Brigade 617IU] 

Blood Bank 775121 

1 lighway Police X434U2 

Traffic Police xVh.VJ(i 

Public Security Department *3HK| 

I Intel Complaints 605X01) 

Price Complaints 6*| 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7X711! 

Telephone Information 
(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Culls UllllVi 

Central Amman Telephone 

RflW 6231111 

Abduli Telephone Repairs 661 1(11 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority nunlltl 

Jordan Elccincilv Authority 

' 815*15 

Electric Power 

Company 63*3X1 

RJ Flight Intormniinn .... IK-532W 

Queen Alia Inti. Air|»n 1M-532HII 


AMMAN: 

I tussein Medical Centre XI 3X1 3/32 
KhaJidi Maternity. J. Amp 

*442X1/6 

Aliilelt Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jahul Amman Muterniiy .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman *3*140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 6*0131 

University Hospital 845X45 

Al-Muaslici Hospital *67227/9 

The Islamic. Ahdalt *6*127/37 

Al-Ahli. Ahdali hMIfrl/h 

Italian. Al-Muhajrecn ... 777)1)1/3 
AI-Baahtr. J. Ashmfieh 775111/2 « 

Armv.SMarka X9I6IWI5 

Queen Alia Hospital .... nU224il/5» 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery NhSIW 

ZARQA: 

Zarqu Govt. Hospital (INW43323 
Zarqa National Hn£pilal((pt)ix)ii5hii 
thnSina Hospital (0MW6732 

AlHitnuMudcmlfiBjiiial PWMMI 

BIBID: 

Princess Basina I losptial (112)275555 

Greek Calhuhc I luspital 102)272275 

Ihrt AINafees Hospital (IClWIM 

AQABA; 

Princess I Ian Hospital (03J3I41 1 1 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

68:45 AuahalRJ) 


0*35 Jeddah (RJ) 

0935 Dubai. AhuDhabi(RJ) 

10:85 Lamaca (RJ) 

16:00 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:45 ... 


17:45 ... 

Istanbul (RJ) 

18:29 ... 
18:55 ... 
19:10 ... 

Brussels. Geneva | RJ ) 

19:10 ... 
19:40 ... 

... Toronto. Montreal ( RJ ) 

61:00 ... 


01:20 Cairn iR It 

01:00 ... 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

10-JS ... 



11:30 Jeddah (SV ) 

15:00 . . Karachi. Abu Dhabi I PK j 

JS-JSO A /mens (AM; 

17:45 Beirut (BA) 

18:35 Antalya (TK) 

21:20 Beirut (ME) 

22:00 Sanaa (I Yl 

22:05 Lamaca (CY)* 

23:30 Athens (OA) 

23:20 Amsterdam t KL) 

22:30 Athens (O A | 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal 1 ) 

06:30 Aqaba | RJ) 

l*J0 Rome ( RJ 1 

Jl.-flO Amsterdam. New York (KJJ 

11:35 Berlin. London (RJ) 

11:50 Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

•2:05 Istanbul (RJ ) 

20:10 Colombo (RJ) 

2*40 Aqahy. Cairo (RJ/ 

2I:«0 Beirut (RJ) 

21:00 Rivadh (RJ) 

21:30 Aden (RJ) 

21:45 New Delhi (kJ) 

22:25 takuiu. Bangkok f RJ / 

23:45 Sanaa ( RJ ) 

03:00 ! tulyai ( RJ t 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

00:45 Beirut (ME) 

rt-30 Cairo (MS) 

12:30 Jeddah (SV) 

*6:20 Sharjah (AH) 

16:20 ... Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PK) 

t*35 Ant.ilv.i (TK) 

22:55 Lamaca (CY) 


23:00 Sanaa (IY) 

00:10 London (BA) 

00:20 A imicrdmn (KLJ 

04:00 Athens (OA) 
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emp^ ef Minister opens dentistry conference Regent calls for activating role 

- to - u P grade services of Social Security Corporation 


oft p?j!^ ^ J ® ANBtAN (J.T.) — Deputis- 

“JS-f" He r Ma Jf'y Queen 

! mu rTr r,tJl Hoar, acting Minister of 

1 Health Abdul Raiao Ensoul 

I *>«* ? h ^ Tocsday opened the 13th 

puir! fi:nc e wh, Jordanian Dentistry Confer- 

« ^ her. fcn hu enc* at the A1 Hussein Youth 

i ^ hi his opening address, Dr. 

{ ir ■ • ^id ^ -^'ntC Ensour said that, the Health- 
! fic ^harg; Ministry was continually 

! l striving, to npgrade dentistry 

! * w ornar. » 0 ‘ _ " 15 services at its various centres. 

1 "ur up to rC^W, This ni«*uip provides a 
•mg- Piooi k‘ gdod; opportunity for the de- 
Viruh B - 1 l legates, to exchange informa- 

'V-'Cors andh^- 1, ^on ’ and experience which 
‘ tuis to C‘ 0 wih n° doubt help improve 

^ IJ,e Isnse rt C -k °<J| the quality of dentistiy ser- 
i ea*. 'r* tk vices in general, said the 
, r .! Un n^J. minister. 

, • llte LW President of the Jordanian 

>,^,1 COur i orf r Dentists Association (JDA) 

1 : Muvni." L kj °* Ti >- * Saeed Abu Meizar said that 
* ! erj Sr-» the various topics to be re- 

chr *- .V. 6«icji viewed by the delegates deal 
k 1 ceil cv , qjuj. with; advanced techniques in 
1 ■ Tcs>,r- un ‘' 1 ^forew dentistry services and dental 
A ■■ bc hjnd surgery- 
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Acting Minister of Health Abdul Razzaq Ensour Tuesday opens the 13th Jordanian 
Dentistry conference (Petra photo) 

Delegates from four Un- at seminars to be held on the by the JDA and attended by 

ited States universities and sidelines of the three-day dentists from Arab and fore- 

Germany will deliver lectures meeting, which is organised ign countries. 
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March produce exports hit 20,600 tonnes — AMO 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
last' month exported 20.600 
tonnes of fruits and veget- 
ables, worth about JD 4.964 
million to foreign markets, 
according to the Agricultural 
Marketing Organisation 
(AMO). 

AMO. sources said veget- 
able^ accounted for 96.6 per 
cent : of the Kingdom's total 
agricultural exports and were 
sold for a total value of JD 
4.728 million, while fruits 
made up only 3.4 per cent of 
such exports, sold for a total 
JD 0.235 million. 

The sources said Lebanon 
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FILM 

☆ Film entitled “How 
Green is My Valley" at 
the British Council at 
7:00 p.m. 

LECTUttE & 
MUSIC - 

☆' Lecture (in German) 

, with music entitled 
“Von der Apotheose 
Gottes Zur Apotheose 
des Meoschen” by Dr. 
Werner Wagner at 
. Goethe-institut at 7:00 
pin. 

SEMINAR 

☆ Seminar entitled “Cru- 
sader Wars — Les- 
sons” with the parti- 
cipation of Dr. Abdul 
JaB Abdul Madi, Dr. 
Shafiq Jasir, and Dr. 
Abla Al Zibdeh at 
Abdul Hameed* Sboman 
Foundation at 6:30 
p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

& Exhibition of oil paint- 
ings by Hadia Mu’ash- 
sher at Alia Art Gal- 
lery. 

* Exhibition of art by 
Ahmad Na’wash at 
Ab’ad Art Gallery. 

1 * A collection of photos of 
Middle East doors by 
Julia Reinholt at the 
Gallery, off the main 
lobby. Inter. Continental 
i; Hold. 

* Exhibition of art by 
^Moroccan artist Farid 

Bdkhahia at Darat Al 
i ’ Fuonn of the Abdul 
i Hameed Sboman Found- 
^ ation. 

it Exhibition of Palestinian 
* embroidery at Goethe- 
InstitoL 

* ' Exhibition of art by Yas- 
, dm Atiydi and Yassin Al 
.■Muhammadawi at 
jBaladna Art Gallery. 

Ceramics exhibition by 
i artist gamer Al Khaffhjf 
1 * at Uuun Utheina Gal- 

lery- 

it Exhibition of art by WU- 
liam Golding at the Brit- 
ish Council. 

p0V Exhibiton of copper 
sculptures by Iraqi artist 
Mohammad Hussein 
Jodi at. the Phoenix Gal- 
lery for Culture and 
Art. 

- Exhibition of graphic 
/works by Rafiq i-ahham 
at Darat Al Funnn. Also 
displaying works by con- 
temporary Arab artists. 

Exhibition of art by Leo 
Rjalp at Institute Cer- 
vantes (the Spanish 
Cultural Centre). 

Exhibition of prize- 
winning paintings by 
Czech students at the 
/Royal Cultural Centre. 
Exhibition of oil paint- 
ings by Hamoud Chant- 
S oat at the Balqa’ Art 
Gallery, Fubeis. 


was the major importer of 
Jordanian produce, absorb- 
ing 51.5 per cent of the King- 
dom's total agricultural ex- 
ports, or about 10,633 ton- 
nes. followed by the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) which 
imported 5,382 tonnes of pro- 
duce, or 26.1 per cent of the 
total agricultural exports of 
the Kingdom. 

They added that the 
Bahraini market was in third 
place, taking 2,702 tonnes of 
produce, or 13.1 per cent of 
the exports. Qatar imported 
1,458 of produce and Saudi 
Arabia imported 71.3 tonnes. 


The sources noted that the 
Kingdom's agricultural ex- 
ports to other foreign mar- 
kets totalled 395 tonnes 
which accounted for 1.9 per 
cent of total produce exports. 

According to the sources, 
cucumbers accounted for 21 
‘per cent of produce exports, 
with 4,332 tonnes, tomatoes 
14.2 per cent with 2,937 ton- 
nes, lettuce 13.1 with 2,708 
tonnes, aubergines 10.1 per 
cent with 2,093 tonnes, 
squash 9.9 per cent with 
2,054 tonnes, potatoes 8.6 
per cent with 1,775 tonnes 
and beans 5.8 per cent with 


1,196 tonnes. 

The sources added that the 
Kingdom also exported 1,065 
tonnes of pepper, 823 tonnes 
of cauliflower, 627 tonnes of 
broad beans. 594 tonnes of 
lemons, and 440 tonnes of 
other fruits and vegetables. 

They said that last months 
exports of fruits and veget- 
able reflected an increase of 
abour 241.5 tonnes compared 
to the same month last year. 

They also witnessed an in- 
crease of about 1.272 tonnes 
over the month of February, 
the sources noted. 


Government ready to assist PNA 
in youth, sports activities — minister 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Youth Awad Khleifat said 
Tuesday that the government 
was ready to supply the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) with expertise to 
promote youth and sports, 
activities in Palestinian terri- 
tories. 

a I^NA^Jelegation led .by 
Azmi Shueibi who is in 
Charge of youth and sports 
affairs, Dr. Khleifat said that 
the government was provid- 
ing tiie help to the Palesti- 
nians In implementation of 
directives from His Majesty 
King Hussein and His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san. . 

Dr. Khleifat reviewed with 


the delegation the general 
youth and sports movements 
m the Kingdom and plans to 
set up new sports installations 
such as those in Zarqa Gov- 
emorate and sports com- 
plexes in Madaba, Ajloun, 
Jerash and Aqaba. 

The ministry is also intent 
on developing the 47 •exiting' - 
sports eent^ln-t^^oJjri^^ 
said’ tiie' nunister. rr . ’ 

Thanildtig ' ^egbvfcrrimetiP 
for its readiness to provide 
assistance. Dr. Shueibi 
briefed the minister on the 
youth situation in Palestinian 
lands, stressing that the PNA 
was keen on benefiting from 
the Jordanian experiences in 
managing and organising 
youth centres and sports 


complexes. 

Dr. Shneibi proposed the 
organisation of a Palestinian 
youth and sports week in 
Jordan and a Jordanian week 
in the Palestinian self-rale 
areas. 

The two sides agreed to set 
up a technical ..jtommittee. 
gronpnquezpfsrtsloiPllowjip. 
on oetafisiToF -plans -to?* -fetr 
carried! out by- tike, two sides 
and to draft a protocol on 
mutual cooperation in youth 
and sports fields. 

The protocol is to be 
signed by Dr. Khleifat and 
Dr. Shueibi on Thursday 
when the Palestinian delega- 
tion ends its visit to the coun- 
try. 


Tunisian educationists visit NCERD 


AMMAN (Petra) — A two- 
member Tunisian education- 
al delegation Tuesday visited 
the National Centre for Edu- 
cational Research and De- 
velopment (NCERD) and 
were briefed on the centre’s 
establishment and duties by 
its director, Victor Billeh. 

The delegation's visit is 
aimed at obtaining first-hand 
information on the educa- 


tional information manage- 
ment system in Jordan. 

The Tunisian team will 
visit the Educational Plan- 
ning, Research and Develop- 
ment Department at the 
Ministry of Education and 
will watch a practical demon- 
stration on the use of educa- 
tional databases and the dual 
entry system. 

Tne delegation, which is 


currently on a three-day visit 
to Jordan, includes deputy 
director of the Tunisian Edu- 
cational Planning Depart- 
ment Mohammad Jallali and 
Educational Planning Advi- 
sor Hinda Kammoun. 

The delegation’s visit is 
coordinated by the United 
Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) in cooperation 
with the NCERD. 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hass an, the Regent, 
on Tuesday called for invest- 
in| in Jordanian industrial 
cities which he said conform 
to international standards 
and specifications. 

Addressing the Board of 
Directors of the Social Secur- 
ity Corporation (SSC) m a 
meeting held at the Royal 
Court, Prince Hassan said 
these industrial estates have 
become a source of hope and 
optimism in the Kingdom in 
view of their role in support- 
ing the national economy by 
boosting exports. 

“We should stress that die 
basic element of change is the ' 
human being," said Prince 
Hassan. He called for activat- 
ing the role of the SSC so that 
the society will benefit from 
the required positive 
changes. 

Jordan, he stressed, , has 
always been seeking to de- 
velop and update its laws and 
regulations to better serve 
the development process. 

He said talk about integrat- 
ing the roles of the public and 
private sectors, especially at 
this time when Jordan is pre- 
paring to host an internation- 
al economic conference and 
to embark on a dialogue with 


Paediatricians 
to discuss 
children’s 
rights 

AMMAN (Petra) — 
Paediatricians from Jordan, 
other Arab and foreign coun- 
tries today begin a three-day 
conference to discuss topics 
ranging from breast feeding 
to hereditary diseases at the 
University of Jordan. 

Nearly 1.000 doctors ex- 
pected to attend the confer- 
ence will review working pap- 
ers and listen to 37 lectures as 
well as take part in special- 
ised seminars, said Abdul 
Karim Qudah, president of 
the- Jordanian Paediatrician?" 
Society: — - • 

He safiT that delegates from' 
the Urfifeti 1 States/^fifeih. 
France, Canada and the Arab 
World will attend the meet- 
ing organised by the Jorda- 
nian Paediatricians Society In 
cooperation with the Federa- 
tion of Arab Paediatricians 
associations. 

Held under the theme “To- 
wards Better Health Care for 
Children," the conference 
was expected to focus on the 
humanitarian side of child- 
hood and will review child 
care services and problems in 
Jordan among the different 
topics on the agenda. 

He said a specialised semi- 
nar on children’s rights and 
child abuse will be held dur- 
ing the conference in coop- 
eration with the Uniied Na- 
tions Children’s Fund (UN- 
ICEF) and the University of 
Jordan. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent, Tuesday addresses a 
meeting of the Board of Directors of the 


Social Security Corporation held at the 
Royal Court (Petra photo) 


the European Union (EU), 
constitutes a move towards 
rehabilitating regional eco- 
nomies. 

He noted that there was a 
momentum to make the 
national economic plans of 
the countries of the region 
similar to those in the inter- 
national arena and to develop 
the region's societies. 

Corporation Director 
General Safwan. Touqan out- 
lined at the meeting the 
SSCs plans and projects and 
its future aspirations. He 


noted that the SSCs future 
role will be to invest funds at 
the national level. 

Dr. Touqan also reviewed 
project proposals the cor- 
poration is studying and its 
plans to expand the social 
security base in the Kingdom 
and update the SSC bylaws to 
make them conform to the 
requirements of the coming 
stage. 

He emphasised that the 
corporation cares for social 
dimensions and citizens’ in- 
terests as well a& making pro- 


fits. 

Acting Prime Minister 
Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh said 
one of the national priorities 
now was to redrew plans to 
achieve the prosperity and 
development Jordan was 
seeking. 

He underscored the im- 
portance of taking swift mea- 
sures to tackle social security 
and health insurance issues. 

Labour Minister Nader 
Abul Sha’ar also called for 
updating laws and dealt with 
the issue of unemployment. 


Visiting U.S. governor, business team 
explore Mideast opportunities 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The governor of 
the U.S. state of Illinois 
Monday addressed Jordanian 
business leaders during a 
working business dinner at 
the Forte Grand Hotel saying 
he hoped to see increased 
business opportunities be- 
tween the private sectors of 
Jordan and the U.S. 

Governor Jim Edgar and a 
20-member business delega- 
tion comprised of Arab and 
Jewish Americans from Illi- 
nois were on a ' 

to the Middle fo prbM- 
ote trade berwcenRlihqis fcrid 
Middle Eastern' countries in 
light of the “new climate*'- in 
the region; 

Calling Amman a “busy 
place ** Gov. Edgar said. 
“We are here to talk econo- 
mic development. 1 believe 
that all development comes 
from the private sector.” he 
said. "We see that Jordan is 
following this policy, and in 
the state of Illinois, we have 
been trying to follow this 
policy for the last four 
years.” 

“We hope our visit will 
lead to strong contacts be- 
tween our business leaders 
and Jordan," he continued. . 
“Everyone has commented 
during this trip on the hospi- 
tality of the Jordanians," he 
added. “You can be sure that 
this message will be taken 
back to our state.” 


Telat Othman. a member 
of the Illinois delegation, said 
that his company. Dearborn 
Financial, has been impress- 
ed by the opportunities 
offered in the Middle East 
and is already in the process 
of putting together a growth 
fond with the Pain Webber 
group which will be guaran- 
teed by the Overseas Private 
Investment Corporation 
(OPIC) for S50 million in 
Jordan and the Palestinian 
areas. 

“We in Illinois hope to see 
a substantial increase in busi- 


said .• “As for us, wj see- 
strong potential in the phar- 
maceutical. textile and tour- 
ism industries — these are 
areas which could be sup- 
ported through the fond.” 

Prior to its two-day visit to 
Jordan, the delegation spent 
a week in Israel and auton- 
omous Palestinian areas with 
officials and business leaders. 

The governor quipped to 
his audience that “unfortu- 
nately as governor. I have no 
impact on foreign policy." 
Nevertheless, he said he has 
been following developments 
in the region. 

“My sense is that there is 
concern from both (Palesti- 
nian and Israeli) leaderships 
that people had great ex- 
pectations for the short-term 
thar aren't going to happen.” 

But he said, the U.S. Con- 
gress is beginning to realise 


the importance of abiding by 
its commitments in the re- 
gion. 

“In the U.S. we are going 
through a reassessment of 
how we spend money.” he 
explained. “But our leaders 
are beginning to understand 
the need not to back away 
from commitments (in the 
Middle East) — which would 
jeopardise regional peace." 

“I also believe that as a 
result of His Majesty King 
Hussein’s meeting with con- 
gressional leaders, there will 
be heightened sensitivity to 
. the importance, of honouring' 

. U.S. comraionwts.” >i; ■ 

The lUinoii: -delegations '> 1 
next stop^is’- Egypt where' ’ 
members will meet with 
Egyptian counterparts to ex- 
plore further opportunities. 

Gov. Edgar. 48, is a Re- 
publican serving his second 
gubernatorial term in Illinois. 
The mid-western state of Illi- 
nois is the home of the dry of 
Chicago, a major U.S. busi- 
ness centre and the home of 
the Chicago Exchange, the 
U.S. commodities bourse. 

Gov. Edgar and his delega- 
tion were hosted by the 
Jordanian Businessmen's 
Association. 

During his brief visit to 
Amman he also met with 
Minister of Trade and Indus- 
try Ali Abul Ragheb who 
brief him and the delegation 
on the local investment cli- 
mate and preparations for the 
upcoming Amman economic 
summit. 
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Seoul says its reactor is no 
Trojan horse in North 


SEOUL (Agencies) — South 
Korea Tuesday assured 
North Korea it would not use 
the landmark U.S.-North 
Korean nuclear deal as a 
“Trojan horse" to overthrow 
its system. 


One day before the United 
States and North Korea are 
to resume talks on Pyon- 
gyang’s nuclear-reactor dis- 
pute in Berlin, South Korean 
Foreign Minsiter Gong Ro- 
Myung said Washington 
would not offer a comprom- 
ise on the terms of the deal. 

Instead, the United States 
and its allies would "exercise 
patience and flexibility with a 
view to inducing changes on 
the part of North Korea.” he 
told foreign correspondents 
in Seoul. 

Clearly referring to some 
analysts’ argument that Pyon- 
gyang might be worried ab- 
out the possibility of Seoul 
trying to desetroy the North 
Korean system. Mr. Gong 
said: 


sure that they could turn the 
Korean model reactors from 
a perceived ‘Trojan horse* 
into a ‘knight in shining 
armour’,” Mr. Gong said. 

“In the same way as the 
Rajin-Sonbong free econo- 
mic and trade zone in North 
Korea would not necessarily 
become a Trojan horse, the 
Korean model reactor site 
may very well prove to be 
beneficial to the North.” he 
added. 


The North has allowed in- 
vestment and relatively free 
business activities by fore- 


igners in the Rajin-Sonbong 
ritn 


"(South) Korean reactors 
will not be, certainly not 
going to be, a Trojan horse.” 
North Korea has 
threatened to scrap the nuc- 
lear deal with the United 
States, designed to dismantle 
what the West believes is 
Pyongyang's nuclear 
weapons programme, if it 
was forced to accept south 
Korean reactors. 

“If the leadership in Pyon- 
gyang is indeed convinced 
about which way is in thier 
best interest, we know for 


area near the border wit! 
China and Russia which di- 
plomats say would be isolated 
from the rest of the planned 
economy. 

Mr. Gong said his govern- 
ment decided to play a cen- 
tral role in providing light- 
water reactors to North 
Korea in order to ease inter- 
Korean tension and to “lay a 
cornerstone” for economic 
cooperation across their 
tense border. 


new light-water reactors and 
alterantive energy supplies in 
return for a freeze ana even- 
tual removal of Pyongyang’s 
existing nuclear programme. 

Mr. Gong accused the Sta- 
linist North of trying to drive 
a wedge between South 
Korea, the United States and 

Japan with its threat to walk 
away from the accord. 

“I would like to emphasise 
once again that there can be 
no compromise on the issues 
of Korean model reactors 
and South Korea's central 
role in the provision of light- 
water reactors, a point the 
United States and Japan also 
agree on.” he said. 


Mr. Gong denied a lcoal 
news report that North Korea 
was preparing to refuel the 
experimental reactor. He 
said he understood opera- 
tions at the reactor had re- 
mained frozen although the 
North was carrying out some 
maintenance work which was 
allowed. 


told a news conference there 
is no difference in the most 
crucial sticking points of the 
accord signed last October: 
the source of substitute reac- 
tors for the North and the 
need for dialogue between 
the two Koreas. 

U.S. and South Korean 
officials are adamant that the ' 
two replacement light-water 
reactors, which would pro- 
duce far less weapons- grade 
plutonium than the North’s 
existing graphite facilities, 
must come from South 
Korea. 

It is the only country will- 
ing to pay most of the $4 
billion cost, but only if its 
reactor model is chosen. 

Sen. Robb hedged when 
questioned about North 
Korea’s threat to resume its 
nuclear programme, which it 
has frozen under the nuclear 
deal, if no contract on the 


reactors is signed by the April 
21 target date in the nuclear 


Seoul officials have said 
economic exchanges are the 
most effective way to restore 
severed North-South rela- 
tions. 

Washngton says only South 
Korea can provide the reac- 
tors since it was the only one 
wiling ot shoiilder the huge 
cost. I 

Under the nuclear deal 
reached in Geneva last Octo- 
ber. Wasshington promised 
Pyongyang $4.5 billion in 


Meanwhile an influential 
U.S. senator said Monday if 
North Korea is trying to drive 
a wedge between the United 
States and South Korea, it is 


not succeeding. 

Democrat Charles Robb of 


Virginia, wrapping up a low- 
key fact-finding mission, por- 
trayed a united front between 
Seoul and Washington on im- 
plementing an agreement de- 
signed to dismantle the 
North’s suspect nulcer prog- 
ramme. 

In particular. Sen. Robb 


accord. 

“We're taking the position 
now that North Korea still is 
in compliance with the agree- 
ment and leave it at that.” he 
said. 

In Tokyo, the head of a 
U.N. agency said North 
Korea has been maintaining 
the freeze, which is being 
verified by inspectors from 
his organisation. 

“The day-to-day work for 
' verification works reasonably 
well.” said Hans Blix. secret- 
ary general of the Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agen- 
cy (IAEA). 


Veteran Chinese leader dies at 90 


BEIJING (R) — Veteran re- 
volutionary leader Chen Yun 
has died after a seven-decade 
career in which he guided 
China's economy through 
radical leftist upheavals and 
sweeping market reforms, 
officials said Tuesday. 

“Chen Yun died yesterday 
afternoon.” a spokesman for 
the State Council, or cabinet, 
told Reuters in the first offi- 
cial confirmation of the death 
of China's most influential 
statesman after paramount, 
leader Deng Xiaoping. 

Mr. Chen. 90, died in a 
Beijing hospital Monday 
afternoon. Chinese sources 
said. He was believed to have 
been ill for some time with 
leukaemia. 


A formal announcement of 
the death of the staunchly 
Communist elder, who 
joined the party soon after it 
was formed in the 1920s. 
would appear on the national 
evening television news, the 
spokesman said. 

Mr. Chen’s family was at 
his bedside in his final hours, 
and Chinese leaders had vi- 
sited him in hospital Monday. 
Hong Kong's Ming Pao news- 
paper said. 

Mr. Chen's career para- 
lleled Mr. Deng's through a 
century of peasant uprisings 
and radical revolutionary 
movements, bur the men de- 
veloped differences over Mr. 
Deng's bullish embrace of 
market reforms since 1978. 

Mr. Chen's death removed 
from the political scene a 
man who was at once one of 
Mr. Deng's chief rivals and 
closest colleagues. 

However, his passing was 
not expected to have an im- 
mediate impact on a mount- 
ing power struggle among 
Mr. Deng’s and Mr. Chen's 



Picture dated Sept 23, 1985 of Chen Yon delivering a 
speech daring the Chinese National Communist Party 
meeting in Bering (AFP photo) 


successors amid rumours that 
Mr. Deng's health is also 
failing- 

Western diplomats de- 
scribed Mr. Chen as Mr. 
Deng’s alter-ego who urged 
caution where Mr. Deng 
raced headlong to abolish 
Stalinist style central plan- 
ning and warned correctly of 
inflation when Mr. Deng 
rushed to free prices, but who 
above all remained loyal. 

The elder revolutionary 
last appeared in public on 
state television in January 
1994. greeting Chinese lead- 
ers in his home to mark the 
traditional Chinese Lunar 
New Year. 


The guiding economic 
principles of the revolution- 
ary who handled heavy indus- 
try under Chairman Mao 
Tse-Tung were state planning 
and a carefully constrained 
private sector. 


He is best known for his 
“bird cage” theory, which 
likens the Socialist market 
economy to a bird kept from 
flying away by the cage of 
state control. 

Although shouted by Mr. 
Deng out of the Communist 
Party’s Central Committee 
into semi-retirement in 1987 
and plagued by ill health, Mr. 
Chen wieldged considerable 
authority into his 80s. 


U.S. senator calls for full Vietnam ties 


i> ■ 
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HANOI (R) — U.S. Senator 
John McCain, a former pris- 
oner of war in Vietnam. 
Tuesday urged Washington 
to establish full diplomatic 
relations with Hanoi this year 
or risk the issue getting 
caught up in election politics. 

Speaking after U.S. ser- 
vicemen and veterans had 
given a solemn send-off to 
the remains of comrades kil- 
led in the Vietnam War, Sen. 
McCain criticised former 
U.S. Defence Secretary 
Robert McNamara, who says 
in a new book that the United 
States should have pulled out 
of Vietnam in 1963.. 

The war, in which three 
million Vietnamese soldiers 
and civilians and >58,000. 
U-S.troops were killed, dragged 
on for' another 12 years. 

“I would support another 
step forward in our relations 
and that would probably be 
the establishment of full di- 
plomatic relations,” Sen. 
McCain told reporters on the 
tarmac at Noi Bai Airport. 

“I think it would be 


spent five years as a prisoner. 

The United States estab- 
lished formal ties with Viet- 
nam last January by setting 
up a liaison office in Hanoi. 

President Bill Clinton, who 
did not serve in the conflict, 
has said full accounting for 
more than 2,000 U.S. service- . 
men still listed as missing is a’ 
top national priority and 
progress will help determine 
the pace of normalising rela- 
tions with Hanoi. 

In his book. Mr. McNa- 
mara, defence secretary for 
seven years under President 
John Kennedy and Lyndon 
Johnson, broke 27 years of 
silence about the U.S. slide 
into the Vietnam War and his 
central role in it. 

Asked to comment on Mr. 
McNamara’s revelations, 
Sen. McCain said: “I wish 
Secretary McNamara had not 
waited so long to reveal some 
of the facts that we all know. 

“I -wonder sometimes if 
Secretary McNamara's re- 
velations are more for his 


recent searches in Vietnam 
onto a C-141 transport plane 
as light drizzle fell. 

Four members from the 
veterans of foreign wars 
group escorted the cases, 
each bearing a U.S. flag, 
onto the plane past an hon- 
our guard of 60 U.S. diplo- 
mats and service members. 

The remains, to be sent 
back for forensic examination 
at military laboratories, were 
found by joint U.S.- 
Vietnamese search teams or 
handed in by villagers. 

The United States sent 
back six cases of remains in 
this year’s first repatriation in 
February, and 57 in 1994. 

Sen. McCain, who is on the 
Asian tour, praised Hanoi for 
its assistance in accounting 
for missing U.S. servicemen 
but said he believed the Viet- 
namese military still had 
archival information the Un- 
ited States would like to ex- 
amine. 

Since the war ended in 
1975, 378 Americans have 
been accounted for. A total of 


Nigerian 

opposition 

leader 

Abiola 

freed 


LAGOS ( AFP) — Nigeria’s 
principal opposition leader, 
Moshood Abiola, who is fac- 
ing trial for treason, has been 
released from prison, one of 
his wives said Tuesday. 

Kadiratu Abiola told AFP 
she had received a telephone 
call in the morning from the 
federal capital Abuja to say 
that her Muslim millionaire 
husband, arrested last June 
23, had been freed. 

She refused to say who had 
phoned her. but stated that 
she considered the caller to 
be a highly credible source 
for the news. She had seen no 
trace of her husband by 1030 
GMT. 

Chief Abiola was arrested 
and charged with treason by 
the military junta of General 
Sani Abacha after the politi- 
cian proclaimed himself head 
of state and the armed forces 
on June 11, the eve of the 
first anniversary of presiden- 
tial elections he is believed 
comfortably to have won. 

The poll was annulled by 
the military junta of the time 
led by General Ibrahim 
Babangida. who alleged 
there were irregularities 
though international obser- 
vers had billed it free and 
fair. 

No official confirmation 
that Mr. Abiola had been 
freed could be immediately 
obtained Tuesday. ” 

Kadiratu Abiola, his senior 
wife, told AFP that she was 
preparing Tuesday to go to 
Abuja, where the politician 
has already appeared before 
„ ~ / 'urt for the start of 

his case, accompanied by his 
doctor. Ore Akinlade Falo- 


mo. 



Pedestrians take the advantage of empty 
streets after the Greek government banned aU 
private traffic in Athens' historic had commer- 


cial district and implemented a trial basis for 
three months (AFP photo) 


Traffic banned in central Athens 


ATHENS (AP) — Traffic 
was banned in the capital’s 
historic and commercial dis- 
trict, presenting Athenians 
with a picture of their city not 
seen for decades. 

“This is amazing. I haven't 
seen the centre like this since 
I was a child.” Georgia Stra- 
tou, 63. said as she strolled 
down central Ermou Street. 

Ermou. once one of the 
busiest commercial streets of 
the city, was empty of cars as 
pedestrians walked from cen- 
tral Constitution Square to- 
wards Athens’ Monastiraki 
district, adjacent to the Acro- 
polis. 

Others rode on horse 
drawn carriages, once res- 
tricted to a small area near 
the Acropolis and the ancient 
rains that surround it. Tradi- 
tional organ grinders roamed 
the pedestrian-only streets 
while high school children 
painted murals on the side- 
walks of Ermou. 

“Looks like paradise” read 


one of the murals. 

Alexandras Drakatos, the 
head of the Association of 
Athenian Merchants, said he 
was optimistic the plan would 
work. 


“We have given it our full 
support,” be said. 

Shopkeeper Michalis 
Agiapis said that “people 
actually have time to stroll 
and look in the windows 
without worrying about 
cars.” 


Traffic lights were turned 
off giving the area an eerie 
atmosphere. 

“I thank God I don’t have 
to hear the hooting of car 
horns anymore,’’ said Makis 
Kalatzis. a pretzel salesman. 

The Environment Ministry 
and city hall jointly im- 
plemented the six billion 
drachma ($27 million) plan to 
block off a heavily congested 
one-square-mile (2.5-square- 
kilometre) triangular region 
in the heart of this city of 
nearly four million people. 


The costs involved turning 
streets into walkways, tearing 
down old taffic signs and 
installing new ones. 

The ministry says the plan 
will . probably become perma- 
nent after a three month trial 
period. It hopes it will make 
this heavily polluted city 
more livable and cut down on 
the pollution that regularly 
blankets it on many days of 
the year. 

“We will soon see its re- 
sults. The centre today is 
open for all of us,” said 
Athens Mayor Dimitris 
Avramopoulos. 

Only residents of the res- 
tricted area with special per- 
mits will be allowed to enter 
with their cars and public 
mini-buses will transport peo- 
ple free. 

About 120.000 people 
work in the commercial dis- 
trict, while another 250,000 
people and 70.000 cars reg- 
ularly visit it. Less than 1.000 
people are thought to actual; 
ly live in the area. 


American named new UNICEF director 


UNITED NATIONS (Rl — 
Carol Bellamy, the director 
of the Peace Corps and a 
former New York City Coun- 
cil president, was selected as 
head of the U.N. Children's 
Fund (UNICEF) after weeks 
of stormy diplomatic man- 
oeuverings. 

Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali announced late Mon- 
day that he had chosen Ms. 
Bellamy over European 
candidates, notably Elizabeth 
Rehn. the former Finnish de- 
fence minister. 

The European Union, led 
by France, had mounted a 
strong challenge for the job. 
offering three candidates and 
arguing that the 15-nation 
group collectively donated 
more money to the New 
York-based UNICEF than 
the United States. 

Britain backed Richard 
Jolly, who served as deputy 
to American James Grant. 
UNICEFs legendary direc- 
tor. who died on Jan. 28 of 
cancer after 15 years on the 
job. Belgium supported 
Anne-Marie Lizin. a member 


of the Belgian and European 
parliaments. But the other 13 
nations solidified their sup- 
port behind Ms. Rehn. 

The United States added 
the names of four women last- 
month frustrate the Euro- 
pean bid after Dr. Ghali indi- 
cated a qualified woman 
would stand a better chance. - 
U.S. Ambassador Madeleine 


Albright argued strongly on 


their behalf 

The top post in the presti- 
gious agency has always been 
held by an American. 

UNICEF provides basic 
health, nutrition, sanitation 
and education to the world's 
children. It has an annual 
budget of about $1 billion 
and a staff of 7,500 in 131 
countries. _ 

The Peace Corps has some 
7.000 volunteers to work in 
about 100 developing coun- 
tries but a budget of only 
about $218 million — modest 
for a U.S. federal agency. 

Ms. Bellamy, long active in 
Democratic Party politics, 
was named director of the 
Peace Corps in 1993 by Presi- 


dent Bill Clinton. She herself 
went to Guatemala as a 
volunteer for the 34-year-old 
agency in 1963 after graduat- 
ing from college. 

She spent five years in the 
New York State Senate in the 
early 1970s and m 1976 be- 
came the first woman presi- 
dent of the New York City 
Council, a position she held 
until 1985. 

Prior to being named to the 
Peace Corps, she was a man- 
aging director in the Public 
Finance Department at Bear 
Stearns and Company. 

Women occupy only 13 per 
cent of higher management 
posts in the United Nations 
secretariat. 

But among the specialised 
agencies there are several, 
including Japan's Sadako 
Ogata, the U.N. High Com- 
missioner for Refugees. 
Pakistan's Nafis Sadik of the 
U.N. Population Fund. 
Canada's Elizabeth Dowdes- 
well of the U.N. Environ- 
ment Programme and Amer- 
ican Catherine Bertini of the 
World Food Programme. 


Liz Taylor 
portrayed as 
pill popping 
punching bag 


NEW YORK (AP) - Ac- 
tress Elizabeth Taylor pop. 
ped pills like candy to cope- 
with a marathon of affarf 
and marriages, according t& a 
new unauthorised biography. 
The 63-year-old actress tried 
to get a court order to stop 
publication of Liz: An Inti- 
mate Biography Of Elizabeth 
Taylor by C. David 
Heymann. He also wrote the 
best-seller A Woman Named 
Jackie. But the book comes 
out this week, cataloging 
drug use along with Taylor’s 
marriages (eight) and flings 
(infinite), including supposed 
romps with Frank Sinatra, 
Rock Hudson and Victor Ma- 
ture. A request for comment, 
left early Tuesday with a re- 


ceptionist at the New York 
office of Taylor's publicist, 


Chen Sam, was not im- 
mediately returned. The 
book says that without her 
knowledge, husband No. 3 
Michael Todd taped their 
lovemaking and passed out 
copies to ms buddies. It also 
says Todd beat Taylor, once 
knocking her unconscious 
Husband No. 1 Nicky Hilton 
also punched her, the book 
claims, so violently that she 
required a doctor’s treat- 
ment. Taylor also had a fling 
with Sinatra, but “be drop- 
ped her the moment she 
brought up marriage,” 
according to Sinatra pal Jilly 
Rizzo. The new book also 
says Taylor fongbt a 10-year 
battle with prescription 
drugs, including dozens of 
different painkillers, tran- 

3 uilisers and anti- 
epressants, ranging from 
Ativan to Xanax, in 1981 
alone, it claims, the actress 
got more than 300 prescrip- 
tions. The book, published 
by Birch Lane Press, also 
alleges that Taylor’s father, 
Francis Taylor, was bisexual. 


Cat gets into 
sticky situation 


Talks fail to end Sri Lanka stalemate 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Fresh 
talks between the Sri Lankan 
government and Tamil Tiger 
rebels failed to break a stale- 
mate in the peace process 
despite the involvement of a 
respected Anglican bishop, 
Tamil sources said Tuesday. 

Tamil sources said news- 
papers in the northern Jaffna 
peninsula, held by the Li- 
beration Tige rs of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) quoted the 
rebels' chief negotiator, Tha- 
mil Che I v am, as saying the 
talks “were not successful as 
we had expected.” 

The sources said the failure 


to achieve a breakthrough in 
the negotiations was because 
the government delegation at 
the talks Monday had no 
authority to m ake decisions, 
leaving LTTE demands un- 
heeded. 


The government reiterated 
its refusal to dismantle a 
strategic military base in the 
north of the island and also 
imposed undisclosed condi- 
tions to lift an embargo on 
fuel whic h were unacceptable ' 
to the LTTE, the sources 
said. 


tier Tuesday that it was 
issuing a statement on Mon- 
day's talks but later retracted 
it, saying discussions were 
continuing through Tuesday 
and that a news release would 
be made available later. 


The government said ear- 


A reduced government 
team comprising bishop Ken- 
neth Fernando and two 
senior academics remained in 
Jaffna Tuesday while Presi- 
dent Chandrika Kumaratun- 
ga’s secretary and two milit- 
ary officials in the team re- 
turned here Monday. 


Singapore reaction provokes renewed Manila anger 


own benefit so he can sleep 

appropriate to tty to achieve better at night than it is to <■ 2.207 Americans' are un 
this year because next year is provide more information to . accounted for in Indochina. 

the American people.” including 41 civilians. In 

In the repatriation cere- Vietnam, the figure is 1,621, 
mony, serving U.S. soldiers, 
sailors and airmen carried 10 
cases of remains found during 


an election year and it might 
be less do-able then,” added 
Sen. McCain, a navy pilot 
who was shot down over 
Hanoi during the war and 


with the rest from Laos, 
Cambodia and southern Chi- 
na.- 


MANILA (R) — A Philip- 
pine radio commentator de- 
nounced Singapore as an “is- 
land of pigs” Tuesday as the 
South East Asian allies 
appeared to sink deeper into 
the quagmire in a row over 
executed maid Flor Contem- 
plation. 

Official reaction was more 
restrained to a Singapore 
statement late Monday which 
dismissed the findings of a 
Manila inquiry into the case 
as “absurd” and questioned 
its integrity. 

But diplomatic analysts 
said the intemperate lan- 
guage of both the inquiry 
report and Singapore's re- 
sponse made it more difficult 
for them to reach a com- 
promise on the most serious - 
rift between Association of 
South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) members since the 
alliance was set up in 1967. 

Philippine Foreign Secret- 
ary Roberto Romulo de- 
scribed Singapore's reaction 
as ••vociferous” but said the 


republic was entitled to its 
opinions. 

“I believe it would be 
counter-productive to con- 
duct this dialogue through* 
their instrumentality of press 
releases." he said in a state- 
ment. 


The Manila inquiry, 
ordered by President Fidel 
Ramos in response to nation- 
al rage at Contemplacion's 
execution, found evidence 
that the 42-year-old mother 
of four was innocent of the 
double murder to which she 
confessed. 

It also condemned Singa- 
pore as “a police state which 
tolerates, if not allows, the 
use of intimidation and tor- 
ture in order to compel an 
accused individual to confess 
and incriminate himself." 

In its response. Singapore 
said the inquiry's decision to 
“suppress” Contemplation's; 
repeated confessions in let-* 
ters to relatives “betrays the 
commission's lack of integri- 


It also accused the inquiry, 
headed by a retired Supreme 
Court justice, of taking un- 
corroborated and hearsay 
evidence at face value. 

Mr. Ramos Monday sus- 
pended nine diplomats and 
officials involved in the case 
and ordered the preparation 
of criminal charges against 
them. 


Filipino labour and left- 
wing groups, accusing Mr. 
Ramos of toadying lo Singa- 
pore. said this was not 
enough and that he should 
make good an earlier pledge 
to break off diplomatic ties 
completely. 


tv 


The Philippine Daily In- 
quirer. one of the country's 
biggest-set ling newspapers, 
also insisted Mr. Ramos go 
through with the threat if it 
was shown Singapore had 
acted in bad faith. 

“President Ramos must 
keep his promise and sever 
relations with that garrison 
island-state....” it said in an 


editorial. 

The commentator's re- 
marks on a private radio sta- 
tion along with recent news- 
paper descriptions on Singa- 
pore as “arrogant”, "repres- 
sive” and “cold-hearted” re- 
flect undiminished popular 
anger which analysts say Mr. 
Ramos cannot ignore in the 
run-up to legislative and local 
government elections on Mav 
X. 

Political scientist and news- 
paper columnist Alex Magno 
said the Manila inquiry was 
seriously flawed and had 
thrown the ball into Mr. 
Ramos's lap. 

The president now had to 
be careful to avoid "macho 
dilomacy.” he said. 

An ASEAN analyst said 
Singapore's response con- 
tained valid points but should 
have been more diplomatical- 
ly phrased. 

“The problem now is 
Ramos is caught in the mid- 
dle and has very little room t© 
manoeuvre.” he said. 


SOEDERHAMN, Sweden 
(AFP) — Firefighters came 
to rescue a cat but this time is 
was not simply stuck in, but 
to. a tree. Late Saturday 
night the temperature in 
Soederhamn (200 kilometres) 
or 124 miles- north of Stock- 
holm) plunged to minus 20 
degrees Celsius (-4 
Fahrenheit) when the kitty 
climbed a tree and perched 
itself on a wet branch. The 
feline's frantic owners called 
the fire brigade Sunday 
morning when birds began 
attacking the easy prey. The 
fire fighters rescued the cat, 
though part of his tail still 
adorns the tree. 


Woman to divorce 
husband because 
he drove her 
to drink 


CAIRO (AFP) — An Egyp- 
tian appeal court has allowed 
a woman to divorce her bus- 
band because he forced her 
to drink alcoholand stopped 
her from praying, the govern- 
ment daily AJ A kb bar said 
Sunday. The husband 
appealed against an original 
verdict allowing his wife a 
divorce but he was turned' 
down because “living along- 
side a man hooked on alcohol 
put this woman's life in dan- 
ger,” the paper said. Alcohol 
is legal in Egypt, but fun- 
damentalists are cami 
for it to be banne 
with Islamic Law. 


in line 


Grave situation 
for Chinese 
corpses 



BEIJING (AFP) — The 
Chinese government has 
launched a nationwide crack- 
down on illegal cemeteries,, 
ordering all corpses buried in 
unauthorised graves to be 
dug up and relocated, a re- 
port said Saturday. A joint 
circular issued by the Minis- 
try of Civil Affairs and the 
State Economic and Trade 
Commission said unscrupu- 
lous individuals and work un- 
its had set up thousands of 
unauthorised graveyards in 
recent years, contributing to 
an already drastic shortage of 
cultivated land, the Guang- 
ming Daily said. Plots in the 
cemeteries command a high 
price, as many Chinese 
especially in the countryside 


are willing to pay to sides- 
tep the official government 


policy that promotes crema- 
tion above a traditional bu- 
rial. “all guilty individuals 
and work units must give up 
the land and exhume ail 
buried corpses... and make 
arrangements for reburial,” 
the circular said, adding that 
the profits from any illegal 
operations would be confis- 
cated. At the same time, 
investigations will be carried 
out into legal cemeteries to 
ensure that the cremation 
policy is being carried out. 
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Russians bomb Chechen mountains 

Dudayev accuses Russia of cruelty 


Rwandan Hutu refugees board a UNHCR truck to return to the 
Magara refugee camp in northern Burundi. They bad set up a 
m a k e sh ift camp in K ah a n g a on the road of the Tanzanian 


border after Tanzania decided to dose its frontier to halt the 
exodus of some 40,000 Rwandan Hutns (AFP photo) 
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Rwanda halts food for refugees in Zaire 
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KIGALI (AFP) — The 
Rwandan government Tues- 
day said ft was preventing 
U.N. agencies taking food to 
almost a million mainly Hutu 
refugees in neighbouring 
Zaire because such a move 
was -immoral'’ and in protest 
against bloody incursions 
launched from the camps. 

. Interior Minister Seth Sen- 
dashonga said that the radical 
decision, which the United 
Nations has condemned, was 
taken on April 2 because of 
the “terrorist” attacks and 
because it was “immoral” to 
feed extremist Hutus in the 
camps who are accused of 
taking pan in genocide last 


year. 

But in Geneva, a spokes- 
man for the U.N. High Com- 
missioner for Refugees Tues- 
day said the closing of the 
border was “not acceptable,” 
adding that “it is also of great 
concern to the UNHCR be- 
cause the rations for refugees 
in the camps in Zaire have 
been cut dramatically in re- 
cent weeks.” 

The U.N. World Food 
Programme (WFP) has 
already protested against the 
decision by the government. 
Twenty-nine lorries were 
blocked at Cyangugu in 
southwestern Rwanda, near 
the border, and another 24 in 


Kigali, carrying in all 2.000 
tonnes of food aid for the 
refugees. 

The interior minister con- 
firmed that they would not be 
allowed to use roads through 
to Bukavu and Goma, the 
two Zairean towns on Lake 
Kivu forming hubs for relief 
activities. 

“If the WFP convoys re- 
main blocked.” UNHCR 
spokesman Ron Redmond 
said, “they will be forced to 
take an alternate route which 
will take up to nine days 
through Uganda and then 
down to Goma and Bukavu.” 


This is really not accept- 
able. he added. “Nine days 
is much too long to do this 
and they have to use smaller 
trucks because the roads are 
so bad. We are appealing to 
the authorities to allow the 
convoys to get through.” 

The camps in Zaire are 
home to hundreds of 
thousands of people who fled 
Rwanda as the Tutsi-led 
Rwandan Patriotic Front 
(RPF) swept to power in 
Kigali last July after three 
months of genocidal civil 
war. in which'at least 500,000 
minority Tutsis and Hutu 
moderates were massacred. 


KHADZHI-YURT, Russia 
(Agencies) — Russian planes 
bombed Chechen Mountains 
in the southest of the separat- 
ist Caucasus republic, near 
the border with Dagestan 
Tuesday. 

From this village. 30 
kilometres away, which the 
Russian planes' flew over, 
eight bombs could be heard 
exploding. They were 
apparently aimed at sparsely- 
populated areas high in the 
mountains around the vil- 
lages of Benoi-Vedeno or 
Dabro. 

It was impossible to estab- 
lish if there had been casaui- 
ties. However, one of the 
Russian planes did plunge 
earthward during the raid, 
and a thick cloud of black 
smoke could be seen rising 
from the valley into which it 
had disappeared. 

Russian planes have laun- 
ched several bombing raids 
recently over the mountains 
into which most rebels have 
now fled following the fall of 
their towns to Russian forces 
who .marched into the repub- 
lic on Dec. 11 to crush a 
three-year-old independence 
drive. 

Some Chechen fighters 
continue to fight around 
some of the lost towns, 
however. 

Chechen separatists were 
making a stand Tuesday on 
the outskirts of their former 
strongholds of Achkoi- 


Martan and Samashki. which 
fell to Russian forces at the 
weekend. Shirvani Basayev, 
the Chechen second-in- 
command in Vedeno 60 
kilometres southeast of Groz- 
ny. told AFP. 

But in Moscow, the press 
service of the Russian general 
staff said Russian forces had 
mopped up all Chechen re- 
sistance in the region. 

Russian “troops'have total- 
ly finished the operation of 
cleaning up Samashki and 
surrounding areas in the west 
of Chechenya.” the centre 
was quoted by Interfax News 
Agency as saying. 

Chechen resistance held 
out for weeks in the towns on 
the republic’s western plain 
despire being surrounded by 
Russian forces. 

Mr. Basayev admitted that 
the Russians took Samashki 
Saturday and were now also 
in Achkoi-Manan and neigh- 
bouring Zakan-Yurt. leaving 
the mountain village of 
Bamut as the last rebel stron- 
ghold in western Chechenya. 

But he denied the Rus- 
sians' claim of toral control. 

“The war is not yet over.” 
he said. “At the moment, the 
Russians cannot truly say 
they control any of the vil- 
lages they have taken.” 

Our men “are still fighting 
around Achkoi-Martan and 
Samashki, and also around 
Shali. Gudermes and even in 
(the Chechen capital) Groz- 


ny. he added. 

Several witnesses have said 
that small pockets of separat- 
ists are still fighting near vil- 
lages around' the town of 
Shali. 3U kilometres south*, 
east of the Chechen capital. 

“In the day we don't move, 
but at night we get up as far 
as their lines to fight a little,” 
said Islam, who had returned 
from two days at a Chechen 
position by Serjen-Yurk near 
Shali, his bright blue track- 
suit top covered in ammuni- 
tion rounds. 

Several witnesses in Vede- 
no, meanwhile, reported that 
a southeastern pan of the 
Chechen capital Grozny had 
been bombed by Grad mis- 
siles Monday in the middle of 
the day. 

"I don’t know why” the 
Russians would do this. Mr. 
Basayev said, adding thtat 
Chechen forces do not risk 
going to Grozny by day. 
Another separatist said the 
missile could have been fired 
by Chechen forces who. he 
said, had a Grad-missile laun- 
cher at their disposition not 
far from Grozny. 

Mr. Basayev added that 
fresh talks w’ith the Russians 
had started Monday without 
yielding any results. 

Rebel Chechen leader 
Dzhokhar Dudayev and aides 
accused Russia Tuesday of 
“unprecedented cruelty" 
against civilians during the 


conflict in Chechenya and 
called for a political settle- 
ment. 

A statement issued by the 
Chechen Defence Council, 
chaired by Mr. Dudayev, also 
accused the world community 
of doing nothing to halt the 
bloodshed during the four 
months the separatist rebels 
have been fighting Russian 
troops. 

The statement was read to 
Reuters by telephone by 
Movladi Udugov. the head of 
the Chechen Information 
Service. It said Chechen in- 
dependence Fighters had kept 
the bulk of their forces intact. 

“The Defence Committee 
states again that their is no 
military solution to the con- 
flict and confirms its adher- 
ence to political methods of 
settling inter-state relations." 
the statement said. 

It did not refer directly to 
Russia's capture of the small 
rebel bastion of Samashki 
Saturday, which several re- 
ports said was accompanied 
by a huge loss of civilian life 
at the hands of Russian ser- 
vicemen. 

But it said that the four 
months of the Russian cam- 
paign in Chechenya was 
“characterised by unpre- 
cedented cruelty against the 
civilian population and wide- 
scale acts of genocide against 
the Chechen people.” Russia 
has denied similar charges. 


Fujimori faces challenge of poverty 
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Blasts, 
gunfire 
rattle 
Sarajevo 

SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
New explosions and gunfire 
rattled Sarajevo Tuesday, 
and 'fighting wracked front 
lines to the north of the Bos^ 
nian capital. 

The city’s airport remained 
closed because besieging 
Bosnian Serbs refused to 
promise they would not shoot 
at airplanes, preventing a 
visit by international 
mediators. That illustrated 
the dominance of military 
activity over diplomacy as 

Zimbabwe opposition badly defeated in polls| four-month cease-fire agree 


LIMA (R) — President 
Alberto Fujimori, who won 
an overwhelming re-election 
victory, faces a daunting chal- 
lenge of creating jobs and 
reducing the poverty afflict- 
ing half of Peru's 23 million 
people. 

With 55.3 per cent of the 
vote, counted, the National 
Elections Board said Monday 
night., that Mr. Fujimori led 
with 64 3 per cent of the valid 
vote, while chief rival Javier 
Perez De Cuellar gained 22 
per cent. 

The official results con- 
firmed the outcome predicted 
late Sunday by Peru’s two 
major polling firms. 

Mr. Fujimori’s Change 90 
Party also won an unexpected 


majority in the 120-member 
Congress, pollsters said. The 
official results showed 51.5 
per cent of the vote for Fu- 
jimori’s party versus 14.1 per 
cent for Mr. Perez De Cuel- 
lar’s party. 

Mr. Fujimori won a clear 
mandate for having virtually 
wiped out a 15-year-old 
Maoist insurgency, slashed 
inflation and made other con- 
crete achievements like in- 
frastructure projects in Lima 
slums and rural areas, 
analysts said. 

But Mr. Fujimori acknow- 
ledged after his victory that 
his government would have 
to raise social spending, and 
he appeared to thank Mr. 
Perez De Cuellar for having 


made poverty and jobs crea- 
tion major issues in the cam- 
paign. 

“I salute Dr. Perez De 
Cuellar for having partici- 
pated in this campaign. He 
has contributed a lot or ideas, 
some of which we are going 
to take into account," an 
unusually conciliatory -Fu- 
jimori. said in a television, 
.interview after his win. 

While Mr. Fujimori’s eco- 
nomic programme has re- 
sulted in growth over the 
lasta two years — 12.9 per 
cent last year and 6.3 per cent 
in 1993 — most Peruvians say 
their lot has not improved 
much during that time, sur- 
veys by polling firms show. 


HARARE (AFP) — Zim- 
babwe's opposition has been 
badly defeated in general 
elections, winning only two 
of the 120 contested par- 
liamentary seats, as the gov- 
erning ZANU-PF walked 
easily to victory. 

Final results Tuesday gave 
President Robert Mugabe's 
ZANU-PF, a sweeping, 
majority of 118 contested 
seals after the weekend poll, 
plus 30 over which the party 
controls the appointment. 

The opposition's perform- 
ance is feebler than it was in 
theJast vote in 1990'where it 
came out with three seats 
between two parties. One . 
was for ZANU-Ndonga and 
two went to the Zimbabwe 
Unity Movement of Edgar 
Tekere. which this year 


boycotted the polls. 

The regionally-based con- 
servative ZANU-Ndonga 
won two seats in its tradition- 
al stronghold district of Chi- 
pinge, near the eastern bor- 
der with neighbouring 
Mozambique. 

Ndonga is led by veteran 
nationalist and founding 
leader of the now ruling 
ZANU-PF in the 1960s, Nda- 
baningi Sithole. 

The Forum Party of Zim- 
babwe (FPZ), once seen 'as 
the only formidable challen- 
ger to ZANU-PF, went down 
badly even in affluent urban 
constituencies where it is be- 
lieved to draw most of its 
support from white liberals. 

A polical observer. Ibbo 
Mandaza, said the biggest 
surprise of the polls was the 


complete loss of FPZ. which 
was tipped by many to pick a 
seat or two in the towns. 

But its leader, former 
Chief Justice Enoch Dumbut- 
shena, remarked: “Given the 
meagre resources we had, I 
think we did very well," re- 
ferring to the margins by 
which the leading party 
candidates faired. 

Although the two leading 
opposition parties that par- 
ticipated in the polls tried not 
to compete for votes by field- 
ing rival candidates, the re- 
sults proved the power 
ZANU-PF party still wields 
among the country’s electo- 
rate. The parties failed to 
field candidates in all consti- 
tuencies due to lack of finan- 
cial resources. 
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CAPE TOWN (Agencies) — 
, South Africa's sacked deputy 
arts minister Winnie Mandela 
is suing for reinstatement, 
her successor said Tuesday. 

Deputy Minister of Arts. 
Culture. Science and Tech- 
nology Brigitte Mabandla 
confirmed a newspaper re- 
port that her predecessor was 
taking court action to get the 
job back. 

“Yes, it is true,” Ms. 
Mabandla said from her 
' . Johannesburg home. 

But she could not confirm 
part of the report in Johan- 
: nesburg’s Sowetan newspap- 
er which said Mrs. Mandela 
was also raking legal action 
against her estranged hus- 
band, President Nelson Man- 
'•* dela. who fired her on March 
r. 27. 

The Sowetan said Mrs. 
Mandela was suing Mr. Man- 
dela and Mr. Mabandla, 

\ seeking the immediate rever- 
" sal of her dismissal which she 
I claimed was unlawful and un- 
• constitutional. 

V Presidential spokesman 
arks Mankahiana said no 
papers had been served at 
Mr. Mandela's Cape Town » 
office by late Tuesday mom- 
. ing. 

“We are trying to find out 
whether anything has been 


delivered in Pretoria," he 
said. 

Mr. Mankahiana said Mr. 
Mandela had consulted his 
own legal advisers before he 
dismissed his wife and said 
there could be no doubt ab- 
out the legality of his action. 

"Tie constitution is very 
clear that the president has 
the prerogative to hire minis- 
ters and to dismiss them,” he 
said. 

Mr. Mandela gave no 
reason for sacking 'his wife,, 
saying he had acted both as 
head of state and as president 
of the African National Con- 
gress (ANC). which domin- 
ates South Africa’s post- 
apartheid government of 
national unity. 

Government sources said 
Mrs. Mandela, a consistent 
critic of Mr. Mandela’s post- 
apartheid coalition govern- 
ment. was sacked mainly be- 
cause she defied the presi- 
dent's order earlier this year 
to cancel a trip to West Afri- 
ca. 

A government source said 
Mrs. Mandela appeared to be 
taking advice from members 
of the Pan Africanist Con- 
gress, a hardline rival to Mr. 
Mandela's ANC. 

Mrs. Mandela has enlisted 
the support of Zulu leader 


Mangosuthu Buthelezi in her 
fight to regain her ministerial 
post, her lawyer said Tues- 
day. 

Willie Seriti told AFP he 
had formally issued papers in 
the Pretoria Supreme Court 
on behalf of Mrs. Mandela 
for her immediate reinstate- 
ment to the post of deputy 
minister. 

Among the papers filed. 
Ms. Seriti said, is an affidavit 
by Mr. Buthelezi, home 
affairs minister in South Afri- 
ca's national unity govern- 
ment. saying he only became 
aware of the sacking after it 
became public. 

As leader of the Zulu 
nationalist Inkatha Freedom 
Party (IFP). the attorney 
argued Mr. Buthelezi should 
have been consulted on the 
issue. 

South Africa's interim con- 
stitution, Mr. Seriti added, 
allows the president to dis- 
miss minsiters or deputy 
ministers only “after con- 
sultation with the executive 
deputy presidents and leaders 
of the participating parries.” 

Mrs. Mandela has asked 
the court to declare her dis- 
missal “unlawful and uncon- 
stitutional” and wants the 
president to explain why he 
dismissed her. 


Several heavy explosions, 
possibly mortar shells, re- 
sounded through central 
Sarajevo overnight and early 
Tuesday. Small-arms and 
machine-gun fire rattled 
around one of the capital’s 
most tense front lines at the 
city's Jewish cemetery, close 
to the city centre. There was 
no immediate word on 
casualties. 

The United Nations has 
blamed mortar attacks on the 
city centre in recent days on 
the Serbs, and accused them 
of targetting civilian areas' 
with heavy weapons that 
have been banned from the 
Sarajevo area for more than a 
year. 

Officials of the internation- 
al community's so-called con- 
tact ^roup — mediators from 
the United States. Russia, 
Britain, France and Germany 
— were expected in Sarajevo 
for new talks. But the closure 
of the airport prevented that. 

The mediators also were 
expected in Belgrade this 
week to talk to Serbia’s in- 
fluential President Slobodan 
Milosevic. 

Mediators have been un- 
able to make progress on a 
negotiated end to Three years 
of war during the ceasefire 
period, which formally ends 
on May 1. Combatants have 
said they do not want to 
renew the agreement, and 
the level of fighting in Bosnia 
has slowly increased. 

U.N. spokesman at head- 
quarters in Zagreb, Croatia, 
Tuesday reported increased 
fighting between the Muslim- 
led government forces and 
Serbs on Mount Majevica in 
northeast Bosnia, and heavy 
shelling in the area of Tesanj 
in north-central Bosnia. 

The Bosnian Serb News 
Agency (SRNA) claimed 
Serb forces had repulsed a 
government attempr to cap- 
ture a communications tower 
on Majevica. 

Meanwhile the Russian 
commander of U.N. 
peacekeepers in a Serb-held 
enclave of Croatia has been 
sacked for black marketeer- 
ing and collaboration with 
local rebels. Western sources 
said Tuesday. 


Dole: Powell offered help on defence issues 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 

Senate leader Bob Dole, a 
candidate for the Republican 
presidential nomination, said 
Tuesday that retired armed 
forces chief General Colin 
Powell had offered to help 
him on defence issues. 

Sen Dole, who opened his 
third bid for president Mon- 
day, said in a CNN television 
interview that in a conversa- 
tion with Gen. Powell, the 
well-respected leader of the 
February, 1991 Gulf War had 
offered assistance. 

“General PowelPs a great 1 
American, 1 a. go<^;fticndof.'- 
mine ” Sen. Dole. said. "He’s 
offered to'help me on L some . 
defence matters. If I need 
any help, Fm free to call him. 

But we didn't get into speci- 
fics." 

Asked whether the two 
men had discussed the vice 
presidency. Sen. Dole said, 

“Well, we didn't talk aboult 
that, we talked about politics 
generally," adding that Gen. 

Powell was getting ready for 
publication of a book. 

*T don’t know what his 
plans are politically but I 
hope, of course he’s a Repub- 
lican, that’s the bottom 
line ," Sen. Dole said. 

Gen. Powell, former chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, has been the subject of 



U.S. Sen. Robert Dole (left) is joined by his 
wife Elizabeth as he gives a thumbs-up to 
supporters before announcing his third bid for 


the Republican Party’s presidential nomina- 
tion in Topeka, Kansas (AFP pbolo) 


frequent speculation about 
his presidential ambitions. 
He gained widespread popu- 
larity as the architect of the 
brief “Desert Storm" inter- 
national operation that 
forced Iraq to withdraw from 
Kuwait. 

Sen. Dole, a 71-year-old 
Kansas senator, is the over- 
whelming Republican fron- 


trunner in early polls on the 
1996 election. 

It will be his third run at 
the Republican presidential 
nomination after losing to 
Ronald Reagan in 1980 and 
to George Bush in 19SS. He 
was also Gerald Ford’s vice 
presidential running mate in 
1976, but was again unsuc- 
cessful. 


Sen. Dole joined five other 
Republican bidders for the 
nomination: Senator Phi! 
Gramm of Texas, former 
Governor Lamar Alexander 
of Tennessee. Senator Arlen 
Specter of Pennsylvania, con- 
servative columnist Pat 
Buchanan and Alan Keyes, a 
talk show host and a former 
State Department official. 


European Commission slams Canadian ultimatum 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — The 
European Commission Tues- 
day dismissed an ultimatum 
from Canadian Fisheries 
Minister Brian Tobin as tem- 
pers flared once more in the 
trans-Atlantic fishing war and 
further cracks appeared in 
the EU's united front behind 
Spain in the row. 

Mr. Tobin Monday warned 
that if the EU did not accpet 
a draft deal currently on the 
table to resolve the dispute 
over fishing rights in the 
North Atlantic by Wednes- 
day. he would authorise 


Canadian Coast Guards to 
resume their policing of 
Spainish trawlers in waters 
outside Canada's jurisdic- 
tion. 

"Mr. Tobin has said lots of 
things in recent weeks that 
have been unhelpful to nego- 
tiating a solution to the con- 
flict. you have to see his 
comments in a relative light," 
a Commission spokesman 
said. 

Canada has accused the 
Spanish of systematically 
over-fishing the area, pre- 
senting a threat to dwindling 


stocks of Greenland halibut, 
or turbot. 

Commission fisheries 
spokesman Marco Zaterin in- 
sisted: "The EU cannot 
negotiate on the basis of an 
ultimatum." 

He went on however to 
play down the significance of 
the threat, saying Canadian 
diplomatic sources had indi- 
cated it was not to be taken 
seriously. 

"Even if there is a clearly 
unhelpful attitude from 
Tobin, we are confident and 
hopeful we will be able to 
breach the remaining differ- 


ences and strike a deal.” 

In a development which 
further undermined Spain's 
attempts to push the EU into 
a tougher negotiating stance.' 
Irish fishermen were Tuesday 
celebrating the arrest of two 
Spanish trawlers off the coast 
of Ireland. 

The skippers of the vessels, 
registered in Britain and Ire- 
land, and another British ves- 
sel were due to appear in a 
Dublin court later Tuesday’ 
on charges of landing prohi- 
bited fish, catching under- 
sized fish and failing to keep 
proper records. 


.Russian troops embroiled in Tajikistan fighting 

lulled 50,000 people. 

A new round of U.N.- 
backed negotiations planned 
in Moscow for mid-April is 
now in danger of being inde- 
finitely postponed. 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Islamic 
rebels pressed a wave of 
attacks against Russian army 
posts in the Central Asian 
state of Tajikistan Tuesday in 
what authorities said was a 
major offensive. 

The rebels, trying to topple 
the Russian-backed neo- 
Co mmumst government of 
President Emomali Rakh- 
monov, crossed over the 
southern border from bases 
inside Afghanistan and struck 
at Russian posts overnight, 
Interfax News Agency said. 

The three attacks near 
Khorog, in the Pamir Moun- 
tains in eastern Tajikistan, 
were repulsed by the 
Russian-led border force with 
the help of helicopter 
gunsbips, said Anatoly 
Chechulin, commander of 
frontier troops in the capital 
Dushanbe, Interfax reported. 

Seventeen rebels and three 
Russian soldiers were killed 
and 10 Russians were wound- 
ed, Interfax said. The latest 
casualties brought the toll to 
at least 170 rebels and 29 
Russian-led border troops 
killed since Friday, Russian 
officials said. 

The rebels, who have been 


trying unsuccessfully to top- 
ple Mr. Rakbmonov since 
losing a major civil war in late 
1992, were also prevented 
from crossing the Piandj Riv- 
er overnight, which marks 
the Afghan-Tajik border in 
the west of Tajikistan, ITAR- 
TASS news agency said. 

The incursions, which be- 
gan Friday, have likely scup- 
pered peace talks between 
the rebels and the Rakb- 
monov government. 

There have been steady 
cross-border operations by 
the guerrillas all year, but the 
latest clashes were described 
as a concerted offensive 
aimed at intensifying the war. 

“The oppostion has chosen 
force. Its objective is clear — 
to pull Russia deeper into the 
Tajik conflict,” said the offi- 
cial Russian army newspaper, 
Krasnaya Zvesda, Tueesday. 

Mr. Rakhmonov said in a 
message to the United Na- 
tions that the latest rebel 
attacks were aimed at “seiz- 
ing pwoer." 

“The spring Jihad (holy 
war) has begun,” was the 
headline in the Moscow 
Communist newspaper Prav- 
da Tuesday. 


If so, the tactic appeared to 
be paying off. 

Russia agreed to Mr. 
Rakhmonov's appeal Mon- 
day for more Russian troops ■ 
and Russian helicopters re- 
portedly attacked rebel posi- 
tions along the Tajik- Afghan 
border. 

Russian aircraft also bom- 
barded inside northeastern 
Afghanistan, Kabul Radio 
said Monday. Several houses 
were destroyed in the 
attacks, the radio said. 

About 17,000 Frontier 
Guards, most of them Rus- 
sians, are deployed is Ta- 
jikistan under the auspices of 
the Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States, the group of 
ex-Soviet states led by Rus- 
sia. 

The Islamic rebels, thought 
to number about six 
thousand, have been fighting 
out of Afghan bases since 
Mr. Rakhmonov grabbed 
power. 

A tense ceasefire and ' 
series of peace talks brokered 
in Iran has held since 
September, but the upsurge 
in fighting threatened a re- • 
peat of the 1992 civil war that 
the Tajik government says 


The U.N. envoy in Tajikis- 
tan was forced to call off a 
trip to meet a Tajik rebel 
leader in northeastern Afgha- 
nistan Monday when a vehi- 
cle in his convoy was blown 
up by a mine, the Russian 
guards's command centre in 
the Tajik capital Dushanbe 
said. 

No one was injured in the 
incident, but it illustrated the 
apparent breakdown in hopes 
of a negotiated solution. 

Both sides accuse each 
other of breaking the cease- 
escalating the vio- 

Khadzhiakbar Turadzhon- 
, eh, one of the main rebel 
leaders and an aide to the 
extied opposition leader Said 
Abdullah Nun, said the 
offensive was justified by 
wwt he described as Russian 
violations of the September 
peace agreement. 
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Brawls winning day? 


THE BRAWL that took place last week on 
Ihe campus of the University of Jordan 
between groups of students, apparently with 
the involvement of outsiders, must not be 
viewed totally as an isolated incident. Other- 
wise its lesson would be lost on us. The clash 
between the two groups has in fact taken 
place against a background of similar inci- 
dents between people dividing themselves on 
ihe basis of the tribe they belong to or the city 
they come from or even their ethnicity. Even 
football games witnessed on repeated occa- 
sions Jordanians split along lines that are 
contrary to criteria for modern citizenship. 
As several commentators have already con- 
cluded, the scene at the University of Jordan 
last and this week should have been expected 
since our institutions of higher learning have 
not fared better than others in preparing 
students to be, above all, loyal citizens. 

A closer look at this phenomenon would 
confirm that the divisions that occur at 
campuses are in fact a microcosm of what is 
really happening in the country as a whole. 
There are several signals that point to 
self-created factionalism wi thin the Jorda- 
nian society, mainly along tribal, provincial 
or even religious lines. What is more depress- 
ing is the apparent lack of a coherent 
governmental policy to combat this de- 
terioration. As a matter of fact there are 
many examples which would lend support to 
the premise that certain policies sometimes 
promote differential treatment of Jordanians 
whether at the level of admission to universi- 
ty or in the recruitment process for gov- 
ernmental positions. 

Admittedly many countries, including the 
most advanced, resort to so-called affirma- 
tive action policies in order to make sure that 
all races, regions or minorities are equitably 
represented in public life. The difference 
.here is that these policies* -are pursued but 
only in such an overzealQus manner that 
makes a mockery of the original goaf. 

One dear example of this is the way the 
process of selection for university admission 
is carried out. When students are not 
accepted into university purely on the merit 
basis, and when professors are not always 
recruited or promoted according to their 
academic achievements, the end result can in 
no way be different from a vicious circle that 
promotes mediocracy in the system. No 
wonder the students who fought and injured 
one another last week were less occupied 
with university education than with which 
group of Jordanians they belonged to. 

His Royal Highness the Crown Prince 
sounded the alarm about the quality of 
Jordanian education almost a month’ ago 
when he called on the Council for Higher 
Education to promote intellectual excellence 
in preparation for the challenges of the new 
era. In a letter to the council, Crown Prince 
H assail proposed the preparation of a well- 
defined programme of action to elevate the 
quality of education. We may add that we 
also need a programme of action to elevate 
the quality of citizenship in this country so 
that the loyalty of its people be first and 
foremost to their country and not to their 
tribe, province or ethnic race. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER in Al Dustour Tuesday expressed belief that 
the suicidal bombings, which occurred in Gaza Strip in the 
past few days, would be repeated as long as the Israelis 
pursue their present aggressive policies against the Arabs 
2 nd continue to delay the implementation of the agree- 
ments reached with the Palestinians. Saleh Qailab said that 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin believes that he is 
now reaping the fruit of his peace agreement with the 
Arabs but he has to understand that these agreements 
would remain a big lie unless his government takes a brave 
decision to pull out from the Arab lands and gives the 
Palestinians their legitimate rights. The writer said that no 
Palestinian can ensure protection for the Israelis who 
refuse to implement the agreements and no Palestinian can 
feel satisfied with peace with a society which harbounis 
aggression against the Palestinians in particular and the 
Arabs in general. Should the Israelis pursue their present 
policies and clamp total siege on the Palestinian people, 
none can guarantee peace or stability in the area, said the 
writer. He said that despite unjustified American official 
statements expressing optimism about the peace, the Arabs 
remain pessimistic because they see Israel's practices which 
harm the cause of security and stability. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


The attack on U.S.-Arab partnerships 


NOT ONLY Saadis and Egyptians, but Arabs in general, 
axe exp r es si ng deep concern about what is being described 
as a camp ai g n against Saadi Arabia and Egypt in the West 
There are a great many theories as to the origins of this 
campaign and what forces are behind it. Some have 
suggested conspiracy theories bordering on the wild and 
fantastic. While one must be cautions about accepting such 
conjectures, it is nevertheless important to recognise the 
reality of the problem and examine it. 

Even a casual reader of Western newspapers and news 
magazines can see the frequency with which these two 
countries are the targets of negative articles. There are 
common themes running through all of the recent articles 
of this type: the argument that neither country is politically 
stable and that the West cannot therefore be assured about 
its relationship with either state. In other words, these 
articles are seeking to sow doubt regarding the trustworthi- 
ness of both Saudi Arabia and Egypt as long-term U.S. 
allies. These articles as a whole then become an important 
consideration as policy makers assess overall U.S. geopoli- 
tical strategic planning in the future Middle East 

Some Arab analysts have speculated that the source of 
these stories is the U.S. a dminis tration itself and that there 
is, in effect, an official U.S. campaign underway to punish 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia because (it is alleged) they have 
been less than enthusiastic supporters of the peace process 
and the normalisation of relations with Israel. 

I believe that this is an incorrect understanding of what is 
happening. There is indeed a campaign of sorts underway; 
however, tt began much earlier than foe start of the current 
peace process. It began not because Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia were oooi to U.S. initiatives but precisely because 
the opposite has been true. 

The source of this campaign is not the U.S. administra- 
tion. Rather, it can be traced to a disinformation campaign 
inspired try pro-Israel institutions, and it feeds on a 
tradition of anti-Arab biases. The campaign was designed 
to create a public dimate that is sceptical of the stability 
and trustworthiness of Egypt and Saudi Arabia. 

The campaign goes back to the Shamir era in Israel and 
was born of his frustration and fear of the growing 
closeness of the U.S.-Saudj and U.S. -Egyptian rela- 
tionships during and after the Golf war. 

In the first place, Israel resented being locked out of the 
international coalition that forced Iraq from Kuwait. Israel 
later came to resent the U.S. pressure to alter some of its 
traditional positions in order to move the region towards a 
comprehensive peace. 

It was then-Fresident Bush’s conclusion (articulated best 
in his March 1991 speech at the condusion of the Gulf war) 
that with the end of the cold war and the condusion of the 
Gulf war that the U.S. could no longer afford a cumber- 
some two-track Middle East policy; and that the countries 
of die Middle East were ready to engage in the search for a 
comprehensive peace as a part of the new world order. But, 
in order to achieve that, a comprehensive peace had to be 
based on the well-known formula of exchanging land for 
peace. Mr. Shamir and Israeli policy makers knew that this 
new Middle East order would ultimately endanger the 
“special and exclusive relationship” between Israel and the 
U.S. 

In the face of these changing realities and pressure, Mr. 
Shamir erupted in a fit of anger. In an interview with an 
Israeli newspaper during the Gulf war, Mr. Shamir 
displayed his contempt for the emerging U.S.-Arab 
alliance. Expressing his irritation at the U.S.' use of the 
term “ally" to describe its relationship with, die Arab 
countries in the coalition. Mr. Shamir said that it must be 
made dear to the U.S. that Israel vfras the only U.S. ally in 
the Middle East. 

Speaking of Saudi Arabia, Mr. Shamir said: “The U.S. 
needs Israel. The U.S. does not need Saudi Arabia. It is 
Saudi Arabia that needs the U.S.” He went on to describe 
his belief that Saudi Arabia was a burden and an unstable 


country that would be of no use to the U.S. in the 
long-term. 

A new book focusing on the activities of Mr. Shamir's 
Defence Minis ter (and former ambassador to Washington), 
Moshe Arens, describes how Mr. Arens was given die task 
of disrupting die emerging U.S.-Arab partnership. Fearing 
Egypt the most, Mr. /Gens set out to create friction 
between the U.S. and its Arab friend. It is clear that Mr. 
Shamir was not ready for what he perceived as Israel's 
surrender of its hegemonic role over U.S. ties in the region. 

While the government changed in Israel from Likud to 
Labour, the Israeli policy which defines Israel as the 
exclusive U.S. ally m the Middle East, as die centre 
through which all U.S. ties must be made or broken, 
remains in place. While more states seem to be accepting 
these rules, Egypt and Sandi Arabia do not and so, it 
appears, the Snamir-Arens efforts to discredit these two 
states and weaken their ties with the U.S. continues. 

In the U.S., pro-Israel institutions have promoted this 
Israeli strategy by generating books and articles developing 
and elaborating these themes. Two recent books on Saudi 
Arabia, for example, are clearly designed to spread the 
perception that the country is increasingly unstable and 
therefore not a dependable ally. One is entitled “The 
Economy of Saudi Arabia: Troubled Present, Grim Fu- 
ture.” This book, written by an Israeli who has never 
visited the country, presents a series of half-truths and 
dated analysis to conclude that the chances of Saudi 
economy sustaining itself are slim. More telling is the other 
book, “After King Fahd,” published by the well-known 
pro-Israel think tank, the Washington Institute for Near 
East Policy. This book concludes that succession in Saudi 
Arabia “could greatly affect the closeness of ties with tile 
U.S.” and that, therefore, “U.S. policy makers should take 
steps to prepare for any number of possible outcomes.” 


[t became standard practice to use adjectives such as 
“murderous” and “terrorist” to describe the PLO. A single 
editorial in The New Republic, for example, used such 
adjectives over 25 times — the repetition worked and the 
description stuck. 

The campaign succeeded first as an idea and then, with 
• the election of Reagan as president in 1980, it became 
policy as many attendees of the Jonathan Institute's 
conference moved into the foreign policy apparatus of the 
U.S. government. As a result of this. Israel’s war on the 
Palestinians went unchecked for eight years with tens of 
thousands killed. Laws that completely outlawed PLO 
activity in this country were passed in the U.S. 

The simple fact is that Israeli policy makers and then- 
allies in the U.S. are once again waging idea-shaping 
campaigns. The first is that “Islam is the new enemy” in the 
region, and that the Saudi and Egyptian governments are 
threatened by this enemy and their own internal instability 
makes them unsuitable as long-term U.S. allies. 

The books are being written. Journalists are invited to 
press conferences to hear reports. Ideas are presented as 
facts and the journalists write as if they are facts. In the . 
minds of polity makers these ideas can become facts if they 
are not countered. 


In a widely publicised paper on Egypt, the same 
pro-Israel group offers the view that the Egyptian role in 
the Middle East is being eclipsed and somewhat marginal- 
ised, and that it should no longer be looked at as an 
essentia] component of U.S. strategic policy planning. 

The pro-Israel groups know that policy is a function of 
both politics (money and votes in elections) and the ability 
to shape a debate by creating a dominant idea which policy 
makers must take into account. Publishing a few books and 
articles on Saudi Arabia and Egypt are not enough by 
themselves, however. But these works become part of the 
broader public discourse when their ideas are adopted by 
policy analysts and opinion makers in the U.S. media. 

A clear example of how Israel and its supporters use 
ideas to shape and change policy can be seen in the 
campaign against the Palestine Liberation Or ganisat ion 
(PLO) in the late 1970s. 

In the waning years of the Carter administration, the 
Jonathan Institute (founded by Benjamin Netanyahu and 
named after Jonathan Netanyahu, Benjamin's younger 
brother who was killed in the Israeli raid in Entebbe), 
organised a conference in Israel. The purpose of the 
conference was to reframe the effort to establish human 
rights as the central issue facing Western democracies (the 
Carter strategy) and replace it .with a focus on terrorism as 
the major issue of the 1980s. 

The Israelis invited to the conference opinion leaders 
from all over the U.S.: Richard Allen. Joseph Kraft, 
Arnoud de Borchgrave, Claire Sterling and so many others 
that the sessions were a virtual “Who’s Who” of conserva- 
tive American opinion leaders... 

After the sessions Were completed, the Jonathan Insti- 
tute’s analysts released their study to the international 
media. Within the next year those who attended the 
conference proceeded to write popular books and well-read 
articles developing the themes of the conference. The ideas 
were propagated everywhere and were uncontested. Be- 
fore long they became accepted as conventional wisdom. 


The U.S. administration has made efforts to resist and 
even fight against these campaigns. For example, from the 
president on down, the foreign policy establishment has 
stated quite dearly that Islam is not the enemy. President 
Clinton, for example, in a speech before the Jordanian 
Parliament, went to great lengths to oppose this “dash of 
civilisations” notion. 

In the case of the campaign against Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia, the administration has publicly made it very dear 
that its relationships with both countries are firm and 
constant. Despite voices to the contrary, the Clinton 
administration has been dear in its long-term commitment 
to dose relations with both Egypt and Saudi Arabia. 

But neither Saudi Arabia nor Egypt can take these 
current assurances for granted. 


As Michael Dukakis learned in his ill-fated presidential 
campaign in 1988, a negative campaign must be answered. 
Mr. Dukakis, it will be recalled, was defeated by George 
Bush precisely because he allowed Mr. Bush to define him 
as “a weak libera] with no principles.” After Mr. Bush ran 
negative advertisement after negative advertisement 
against Mr. Dukakis, the Democrat Dukakis refused to 
respond, attempting to take the “high road” by not 
answering what he felt were outrageous accusations. The 
problem, of course, was that the negatives stayed in the 
public mind and shaped their ideas of Mr. Dukakis. The 
sad maxim in American politics is “sling enough mud and 
some of it will stick.” 

The politically relevant facts are those that exist as part 
of the public perception, not those of objective reality. For 
policy makers, perception is the sole reality. 

Negative campaigns must be responded to directly, 
immediately and forcefully. The public debate m the U.S. 
must be taken seriously — when seeds of doubt are planted 
they must not only be uprooted but replaced by seeds of 
truth. For Arabs this is especially true because negative 
campaigns against Arabs are aided by a history of 
anti-Arab bias. 

The imperative for Saudis and Egyptians and Arabs in 
general is to take on this campaign and" engage fully in 
confronting it. This must go beyond offering a rebuttal far 
every negative story — a counter-campaign must be 
developed as well. If the Israeli vision of political hege- 
mony is to be defeated, then an alternative vision must be 
presented in die West and the nature of U.S.-Arab 
bilateral ties must be affirmed as mutually beneficial and as 
essential if the new Middle East is to emerge and a 
comprehensive peace is to be established. 


Gingrich’s ‘crowning jewel’ tarnishes America abroad 


By Jim Hoagland 


WASHIGNTON — Newt 
Gingrich calls the tax cuts 
he forcefully and skillfully 
navigated through the 
House of Representatives 
“the crowning jewel” of the 
House Republicans' “Con- 
tract With America.” But 
his legislation instead may 
be the last straw for Amer- 
ica's reputation of global 
leadership if it is approved 
by the Senate. 

Troubled already by the 
uncertain leadership the 
Clinton White House shows 
on foreign policy, the major 
powers of Europe and Asia 
must now also take account 
of a Republican-dominated 
Congress that pays little 
heed to the international 
consequences its feel-good 
actions produce in the glob- 
al economy. 

Tax cuts of this magni- 
tude now can only deepen 
existing doubts abroad ab- 
out America's willingness 
and ability (o play its tradi- 
tional leadership role in 
world affairs. The effect of 
the House vote is to enfee- 
ble President Bill Clinton's 
already weak hand on fore- 
ign policy and to encourage 
other powers ro take on the 
leadership role America has 
played for nearly six de- 
cades. 


following America's lead on 
these agd other questions. 
Mr. Clinton policies and the 
Republicans' fiscal irres- 
ponsibility at home provide 
the answer: not much. 

The Clinton pan of rhe 
declining U.S. leadership 
equation is clear enough. 
European leaders do not 
hesitate now to force Amer- 
ica's hand in areas where 
they would once have had 
to follow. 

When President Clinton 
decided after long 
equivocation to accept 
Boris Yeltsin's invitation to 
come to Moscow for May 9 
V-E celebrations, it was in 
part because France's Fran- 
cois Mitterrand. Britain's 
John Major and Germany's 
Helmut Kohl had already 
made it clear publicly or 
privately that they were 
going in any event. Thai 
made a Clinton boycott 
near impossible. U.S. offi- 
cials have told diplomats 
here. 


Economics is politics at 
this level of international 


affairs. If Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher fails 
(as he will) to get America’s 
European allies to go along 
with oil boycotts of Iran and 
Libya, many Republicans 
will blame the secretary's 
lack of charisma and blus- 
ter. In fact, their own wil- 
lingess to put immediate 
tax-cut gratification before 
the sdrious fiscal steps 
needed to right the U.S. • 
economy and stabilise the 
dollar is a far more impor- 
tant factor in shaping allied 
disunity on these states. 

With the cold war over. 
Germany. France and even 
Britain will make a cold- 
blooded assessment of what 
they have to lose in not 


During his visit to 
Washington last week. Mr. 
Major was not shy about 
asserting British leadership 
on reforms for the interna- 
tional financial system now 
under discussion among the 
Group of 7 industrial demo- 
cracies. He offered no show 
of deference on any point to 
Mr. Clinton, who has pro- 
foundly irritated the British 
prime minister over North- 
ern Ireland. 


Mr. Major and his diplo- 
mats can credibly claim to 
have contained and 
reshaped U.S. policy on 
Bosnia, where Mr. Clinton 
originally wanted to inter- 
vene on the side of the 
Muslim-led government. 
Now the administration 
echoes British arguments 
against a unilateralTifting of 
the arms embargo against 
Bosnia, pursuing the same 
damage-limitation 
approach to the Balkans 
that London has long advo- 
cated. 
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tending NATO into Central 
Europe. Bonn has set the 
pace in the past year, not 
Washington. Germany con- 
tinues its sharp criticism of 
Turkey's incursion into 
northern Iraq despite U.S. 
urging for the Europeans to 
mute their public misgivings 
about Turkey, which one 
senior State Department 
official last week described 
as the pivotal Western ally 
in resisting upheaval in 
Central Asia and the Mid- 
dle East. 


Visible discord and strug- 
gle among national govern- 
ments make the headlines. 
Less visible but equally 
deadly in rhe long run for 
American leadership is the 
undermining of internation- 
al confidence in Washing- 
ton's ability to manage the 
economic predominance 
that the United States has 
exercised since World War 
II. 


Granting American tax- 
payers $189 billion in tax 
cuts as an urgent matter 
rather than taking serious 
fiscal steps to bring the 
budget deficit down first 
and restore confidence in 
the plummeting dollar, 
sends the world the mes- 
sage that Congress puts 
buying political support at 
home as its top and perhaps 
only priority. 

The Republicans have 
rightly rejected accusations 
that they are turning Amer- 
ica onto an isolationist 
course. 


“Troubled already by the un- 
certain leadership the Clinton 
White House shows on foreign 
policy, the major powers of 
Europe and Asia must now 
also take account of a 


Republican-dominated Con- 
gress that pays little heed to 
the international consequ- 
ences its feel-good actions 
produce in the global eco- 
nomy.” 


That is not the problem. 
The problem is that they 
project an image abroad of 
an America that is a short- 
sighted, greedy power un- 
willing to consider gasoline 
taxes and other steps that 
would cut the deficit over- 
night and reduce U.S- re- 
liance on foreign sources of 
energy and finance. 


With the special rela- 
tionship between London 
and Washington in tatters. 
Washington has sought to 


forge a new strategic part- 
nership with Germany. But 
the administration has 


failed thus far to give oper- 
ational content to its de- 
Icarations that Bonn and 


. Washington can provide 
joint leadership in Europe. 
On the key issue of ex- 


No American president 
of either party will be a 
strong leader abroad as 
long as Congress pursues 
this feckless course. 


The Washington Post 



V’- - “ 


-lien sa 
;iaces h 






- s < 


" * * 'ir 


■ *• 

• f* 1 

• ' \\ 






.c>? 

*..»v 

- *1 
S 




TCI 


: “’if ! 


■r-; ... ; -it 




fru 



&0\- 











i 

.1 


***u. 


JORDAN TIMES 7 


■ li’iC i.y 

*«*£**■ 

. ' ,1,k ^ 

' :j :d^-. * 

‘•^Ti! -'T “ n d ih*. 


: -4 ¥J**& 


... II 

*4S 

• • •• ■.- ;v •.-. fitted 

- -fiCl* rfj 


K - hll ‘cU 


r- : ;:r ■ :I ^v 

.... film :• 

...i'i. y ai 

’. •;. 4 ;«J| 4rj* 


?*=«** 
;■ ■ "*• 

?;V^oS 

:'. 7 ‘ 

Ml Sty* 

. ‘\ •■- l 'nir ; ^y 
■' 

-; --■- j:m® |i 

•• r c 
■ •" -SJ2: 

• • -' " •■ 


abroad 


The homeless 

AMONG THE homeless are those who have been repati- 
rated. Nzamwita Faustin, on his return from Burundi, 
reports: “I took refuge in Burundi in 1961. I returned to 
Rwanda in November of 1994. On arriving in Nyamata I 
thought that I would find my family there, but all of them 
had been massacred.' We met him in a holding centre in 
Kigalia. He had been brought there by the Red Cross. This 
centre is a transit camp: After a stay of one or two days, the 
repatriated are dispatched to their homes. But those who 
cannot find lodging remain at the centre. Mr. Nazmwita 
can no longer return to Burundi because, he says, he no 
longer knows anyone there. His wife and children were 
killed during the events which caused bloodshed in Burundi 

l«adislas Niyongira 


Special Edition 

THIS SPECIAL edition 
of Kinyamateka was pub- 
lished with the support of 
Reporters Without Bor- 

ders and World Media =^.'_ ■ \ - ^ I 

Network. It appears this i 

month, not only in Rwan- p PDAPTPPC 
da, but also in 40 coun- KL* wK 1 Lnd 
tries, translated into IS 
languages and distributed 
in the form of fasdmile 

inserts, in, in addition to) — ‘ — 

the Jordan Times, the fol- 1 1 1 r> 

lowing newspapers: A1 lui# . A j I 

Ah ram (Egypt). A1 Hayat ill/ IS' M*jr T I 

(Britain), Al Khabar Ml W 1LU 

(Algeria), Al Shoura (Ye- M ^ p i A 

men), Al Quds (Jeru- 
salem), Busqueda (Uru- 
guay), Cumhuriyet (Tur- 
key), Der Standard (Austria), Die Tageszeitung 
(Germany), El Espectador (Colombia), El Pais 


(Spain), El Watan (Algeria), Feral Tribune 
(Croatia), Fohla (Brazil), Gazeta Wyborcza (Po- 
land), Green Left (Australia), Het Parool (Nether- 
lands), Intemazionale (Italy), La Croix (France), La 
Griffe (Gabon), La Nacion (Costa-Rica), La Tribune 
de Gendva (Switzerland), L'Economiste (Marocco), 
Le Devoir (Quebec), Le Jour (Ivory Coast), Le 
Matin (Benin), Le Messager (Cameroon), Le Pays 
(Burkina-Faso), Le Soir (Belgium), L'Observateur 
(Mali), Mauritania Nouvelle (Mauritania), Monitor 
(Montenegro), Nasa Borba (Serbia), Oslobodenje 
(Bosnia Herzegovina), Rilindja (Kosovo), Tages 
Anzeiger (Switzerland), The Irish Times (Ireland), 
The Point (The Gambia), Vingt-Deux (Romania), 
Yomiuri Shimbun (Japan). 


When savagery 


DURING THE past year, Rwanda took its place on 
the long list of countries victims of a “humanitarian 
catastrophe.' 1 The events that took place in our 
country are unprecedented in Africa. 

Terrorism as well as corruption created millions of 
victims and homeless people. Those who were 
courageous enough not to participate in the mas- 
sacres are still unable to understand how all of a 
sudden, savagery replaced humanity. 

The catastrophe underlined Rwanda's successive 
failures. The politicians failed. They were unable to 
find an adequate solution to the citizen’s problems. 

The intellectuals were unable to analyse the daily 
situation in the country in time, to show that the- 
poll dean's shady behaviour taught the young the art 
of killing and set the stage for the genocide. On the 
contrary, they praised the system that was in place. 
An intellectual who courts power is an intellectual 
who has failed. 

The religious leaders who preached love and 
charity saw members of their flock, including some 
they had baptised, planning and executing the 
genocide, scorning their faith. Add to that the cordial 
cooperation between the state and the religious 
leaders, who disguised or diluted the truth in the sole 
goal of pleasing the prince. Any envoy of God who 
transforms himself into a tool of the system, becomes 
a failed apostle. The same goes for those who 
comfort themselves as if they don't believe in any 
thing, such as the journalists who transformed 
themselves into instruments of the bloodthirsty. They 
too have failed. 

One year later, it is time to take an accounting. 
How was it possible that Rwanda reached this point? 
What can we do to ensure that the situation is never 
again reproduced? Instead of this reflection, the 
commemoration and the burial of the victims of 
genocide is matched by continued incitation to hatred 
and vengeance. Is Rwanda condemned to create its 
history in blood? Terrorism has not been eradicated 
and evil ‘doers still flour the forces of order. Even 
justice itself is paralysed so that people are con- 
tinuing to be killed and others rot in jail. Where is the 
hope in Rwanda? It is essential to put everything in 
order to avoid another bloodshed, so that there will 
never again be skeletons strewn about on the soil of 
the country of a thousand hills. 

Andr£ Sibomana, 

£ditor-in-CIiief. 


DONATIONS 

The offices of Kinyamateka were des- 
troyed by the war. You can support 
the rebuilding of the newspaper by 
.sending your donations to: Reporters 
j Without Borders — Kinyamateka, 5, 
rue Geoffroy Marie, 75009 Paris (Tfi: 
, [33] 1. 44.83.84.84 — Fax: [33] 
' 1.45.23*11.51). 
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The country of a thousand hills, one year later 


AFTER APRIL 6, 1994 — 
the date of the attack od 
President Juvenal Habyari- 
m ana’s airplane — Rwanda 
experienced an apocalyptic 
situation: kiliings on an un- 
precedented scale, first in 
Kigali, then m all of the 
country, lasting three 
months. When the city of 
Kigali fell into the hands of 
the FPR, on July 4, the 
Rwandan Aimed Forces 
(FAR) fled in large num- 
bers towards Zaire, taking 
with them millions of 
Rwandans as well as an 
enormous quantity of pos- 
sessions, leaving the coun- 
try ravaged and devastated. 
On July 19, a new govern- 
ment was set up to rebuild 
the country and heal its 
wounds. Where are we to- 
day, one year after the be- 
ginning of the massacres? 

Awaiting justice 

There is continous talk of 
national reconciliation. But 
who is reconciling with 
whom? In order to put an 
end to the impunity which 
criminals here are en- 
joying, politicians consider 
setting up a judicial system 
the most urgent priority. 
Out of the more than 700 
officials who made up the 
Ministry of Justice before 
tiie war, only 200 remain. 
Some were killed, others 
are in exile. Now, accord- 
ing to the law, no addition- 
al magistrate will be named 
before the appointment of 
a superior council of magis- 
trates, and not before that 
of the supreme court. 

What are those responsi- 
ble for the country waiting 
for, therefore, in order to 
set up these institutions? 
This delay has unfortunate 
consequences. More than 
23,000 people are crammed 
into prisons without due 
process of law, sometimes 
without any charges filed 
against them. The prisons 
of Rwanda have become 
places where people are 
left to die because of the 
prevailing overpopulation. 
The central prison of Kiga- 
li, built in 1930 to 
j accommodate 750 prison- 
I ers, today houses more 
than 7,000 inmates. Only 
justice can protect the 
rights of man and permit 
the guilty to be lawfully 
punished. In the meantime, 
vengeance dictates the law. 

One of the objectives of 
the present government is 
to have refugees and dis- 
placed persons return. But 
it has been mainly the re- 
fugees of previous mas- 
sacres (1959, 1972) who 
have returned in large 
numbers, while no receiv- 
ing system was in place. 
The statistics supplied by 
the minister of rehabilita- 
tion indicate that 240,000 
former refugees living in 
Burundi have returned to 
Rwanda, as well as half of 




THE RWANDAN press 
has played an active role in 
the genocide. Newspapers 
such as Kangura, The Med- 
al — Nyiramadbiri, Umur- 
wanashyuaka, the Echo of 
a thousand Hills or Intera- 
hamwe, or even the unfor- 
tunately famous Free 
Radio Television of the 
Thousand Hills (RTLM) 
have provoked ethnic 
hatred. The authorities 
have used the media to sow 
discord. 

It is not very easy to 
analyse the press before 
April 1994. All documents 
have been stolen or des- 
troyed. But Rwandans re- 
call haring heard RTLM at 
the time of the war broad- 
casting the names and 
addresses of fugitives., cal- 
led Inyenzi “(cock- 
roaches"), and their 
“accomplices.” Daily, the 
radio broadcast the hiding 
place of these people to the 
executioners. A short time 
befor ethe war, RTLM 
broadcast messages en- 
couraging hostilities. The 
songs of Simon Bikindi 
were heard on air all day 
long. Played with tradition- 
al instruments, songs such 
as “Mbwiwa abumua” (“A 





Rwandan refugees try to escape the civil war that has killed and displaced hundreds of thousands of people (AFP photo) 


the 260,0 00 refugees in 
Uganda and the majority of 
the 500,000 refugees in 
Zaire and in Tanzania. All 
of these refugees moved 
into the cities, taking over 
the homes of those who 
had fled, and in the coun- 
try, they moved into 
Bugesera (southeast), 
Kibungo, Mutara and 
Mayaga (south). They took 
possession of the fields of 
those who were not there. 
And, as the former owners 
returned to the country, 
conflicts break out, at times 
deadly. Leaders must 
undertake measures to help 
in the settlement of the 
refugees, in compliance 
with what had been de- 
cided at the ATusha 
accords. 

The new refugees, like 
the displaced persons, con- 
stitute a serious problem. 
In the neighbouring coun- 
tries there are estimated to 
be about two million re- 
fugees. In the interior of 
the country, in the camps 
for those displaced by the 
war, they number several 
hundred thousand. Three 
reasons prevent them from 
returning. 

The first is that certain 
people are taken as hos- 
tages by those formerly in 


power, aided by the milit- 
ary and the Interhamwe 
Hutu militia. Those who 
have expressed their desire 
to return have been known 
to be executed. They want 
to keep them in the camps 
to demonstrate to interna- 
tional opinion that the 
population has more confi- 
dence in the former leaders 
than in the present govern- 
ment of Kigali. 

The second reason is that 
certain people who partici- 
pated in the genocide don't 
dare retnrn, because they 
know that they would be 
pursued. The third reason 
is the prevailing insecurity 
in the country. 

One cannot deny that 
there is great insecurity. 
The assassinatison of the 
prefect of Butare, Pierre 
Caver Rwangabo, is one 
illustration. He was killed 
by gunshot during the night 
of March 4-5, while travell- 
ing the route from Kigali to 
Butare, with one of his 
children and his chauffeur. 
Only his bodyguard • sur- 
vived. It is not certain that 
the inquest will lead to any- 
thing. The speeches qf cer- 
tain politicians, especially 
at exhumation ceremonies 
of victims of genocide, are 
not reassuring. Some peo- 
ple who return disappear 


suddenly. Others, go to 
prison based on simple de- 
nunciations. Others, final- 
ly, are victims of arbitrary 
executions. If there was a 
solution for these three 
situations, the refugees 
would return on their own. 

Among the displaced 
persons, there is a category 
of which one often speaks: 
the homeless. At the time 
of the genocide, homes 
were also destroyed. Those 
who managed to hide 
themselves and who did not 
die, found themselves liv- 
ing on the street. In the 
country particularly, many 
people camp in commercial 
warehouses, in schools, or 
in parks. No aid has been 
allocated to them up until 
the present time. 

Beginning at zero 

Living conditions are still 
precarious. Health centres 
have started to function, 
but almost all of them are 
run by foreign non- 
governmental organisa- 
tions. And in the case that 
these foreigners leave, 
what is the state, which is 
responsible for the public 
health, anticipating doing? 
Already before the geno- 
cide, the pandemic of 
AIDS was reaching dis- 
turbing proportions in 


Rwanda, and many of 
those infected with the 
virus died during the war, 
not having been able to 
withstand the difficult con- 
ditions of life. During the 
genocide the population in- 
termignled, there were 
numerous incidents of 
rape, and from this time 
AIDS spread throughout 
the country. This is particu- 
larly true in the refugee 
camps, where there is much 
promiscuity. Worse: Since 
the war, people don't seem 
to fear the virus. Those 
who narrowly escaped 
death insist that it is not 
AIDS which kills, and they 
no longer protea them- 
selves. If the state does 
nothing, the AIDS rims 
may produce another geno- 
cide. 

All schools have been 
seriously damaged. Many 
teachers have died or are in 
exile. The primary schools 
have been reopened and 
the secondary schools have 
just begun to reopen. But 
we don’t know what will 
happen to the universities. 
In the beginning, the quali- 
ty of the teaching will not 
be good, due to the lack of 
educational material and 
experienced teachers. But 
at least it will be a start. 

Means of transportation 


and communication are still 
disabled. “Out of the 
National Office of Public 
Transport's 200 vehicles, 
only 38 are left,” laments 
the head of the service op- 
eration. Among these, only 
24 buses are in working 
order. The rest have been 
destroyed or reassembled 
on the outskirts, in the 
camps of Zaire. Trans- 
portation has become diffi- 
cult. especially in remote 
spots where roads are bad, 
and where private drivers 
do not dare venture. 

There is much to rebuild. 
But the most diffiuclr are 
not the houses and road- 
ways, because money is all 
that is needed to rebuild 
them. The most difficult is 
cohabitation. The people 
of Rwanda will need to 
have the will, clear- j 
sightedness and insight, 1 
especially on the pan of , 
those in authority, so that 
everyone will feel good in 
his country, work for the 
country 3nd himself, with- 
out treading on his neigh- 
bour. The rebuilding must 
begin with the men, be- 
cause it was they who were 
ravaged the most by last 
year’s horrific events. 

Ladislas Niyongira 


The Guilty Press 


Word to the Wise”) or 
“Njyeve nanga abahum” 
(“Myself, I Don’t Like 
Hutus”), indoctrinated the 
Hutus to hate the Tutsis by 
illustrating their cruelty 
throughout the history of 
Rwanda. 

Kangura occupied a spe- 
cial place among the ex- 
tremist newspapers. In one 
of the first issues in 1990, it 
published the ‘Ten Com- 


mandments of a Good 
Hutu”, which stated that 
all Hutus married to a Tutsi 
woman were traitors. 
Those whose name 
appeared in the newspaper 
felt condemned to death. If 
Kangura mentioned a gov- 
ernment official's name, 
you could be sure that this 
person would be removed 
from office. 

After the present Minis- 


ter of Finance Marc 
Rugenera was named gov- 
ernor of the Kigali Bank, 
the newspaper, Kangura, 
made numerous commen- 
taries about him. A short 
time later, without anyone 
knowing how, he was re- 
paiced by another politi- 
cian. 

Most of these extremist 
newspapers were illus- 
trated with fierce, morbid 


and bloodthirsty carica- 
tures. At times, also, politi- 
cians were depicted nude, 
with the aim or discrediting 
them. 

The page still has not 
turned. These newspapers 
‘ have not disappeared: since 
September, five issues of 
Kangura have appeared in 
Goma. Another newspap- 
er. Amizero, appeared. It 
is written by former jour- 


An extremist press in Burundi, too 


OF THE 22 newspapers 
which appear in Burundi 
today, three quarters of 
them are less than one year 
old, and many preach racial 
hate. Newspapers such as 
The Exchange, of Ideas. 
The Scale, The Nation, 
The Patriot, The Star and 
The Republican are strong- 
ly pro-Tutsi. They advise 
citizens of their ethnic 
group to separate from the 
Hutus. Other newspapers 
such as The Light, The 
Mirror. Nankana, and The 
Witness, have, on the other 
hand, become the voice for 


the Hutu extremist groups, 
denouncing the cruelty of 
the Tutsis. 

All these newspapers 
are, for the most part, writ- 
ten in French. Sold in the 
city of Bujumbura, their 
readership is made of intel- 
lectuals who understand 
French. One can assume 
that this gospel of hate 
doesn’t reach the illiterate. 
An objective journalist 
who indifferently exposes 
the terrible behaviour of 
the Hutus as well as that of 
the Tutsis, and the cruel 


politics of their political 
parties, doesn't have a 
place in Burundian society. 

Foreign radio corrspon- 
dems in Burundi are not 
well regarded, because 
they tdl the truth about 
what is happening in their 
country. Whether Hutu or 
Tutsi, they are not toler- 
ated. 

The current government 
does nothing to prohibit 
the publication of these 
publications preaching 
hate. Those who closely 
follow the Burundian poli- 


tical scene are persuaded 
that silence is the best way 
to discredit this kind of 
press. It is better to let the 
population themselves 
reart to the content of the 
newspapers- A press like 
this should not establish 
itself in Rwanda. The au- 
thorities should keep a vigi- 
lant eye so that the return- 
ing expatriates who have 
been indoctrinated by a 
hateful press do not try to 
introduce a similar type of 
journalism in our country. 

Antoine Rwa gahilim a 


nalists of RTLM and it 
spreads its propaganda in 
all the camps of Zaire, 

In Kigali itself, a faction 
of the press seems to be 
renewing its bad habits, 
adopting an extremist style. 
In January, in an opening 
speech at a conference con- 
cerning the role of the press 
in national reconciliation, 
the minister of information 
felt obliged to lament these 
terrible mistakes. The 
minister expressed regret 
that certain newspapers 
found pleasure in writing 
that the violence commit- 
ted today in Rwanda was 
“harmless" and “under- 
standable” in the post-war 
context. Atrocities, he 
said, are committed mostly 
by the militaiy who are 
avenging their own people, 
or by people who help im- 
prison the owners of homes 
which they occupied or 
which they covet. 

Newspapers which 
preached hatred can still 
reappear. If we are not 
careful, the journalism of 
Kangura or RTLM will be 
reborn. 

Antoine Rwagahilima 
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Study sees low Arab 
Gulf growth rates in ’95 


Dollar rally continues as traders think again ' 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Gulf states, hit hard by 
weak oil prices, are expected 
to record low economic 
growth rates in 1995 and 
some of them could suffer 
from a decline, a regional 
bank study said Tuesday. 

The six Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states reg- 
istered a general slowdown in 
their economies in 1994 and 
the trend will likely continue 
this year due to a drop in oil 
prices and spending cuts by 
most members, said the study 
by Henry Azzam. chief eco- 
nomist at the National Com- 
mercial Bank, the biggest 
bank in Saudi Arabia. 

“The decline in non-oil 
sectors in the GCC is ex- 
pected to continue this year 
because of the policies of 
rationalising expenditure. 

“This will affect the growth 
rates in the gross domestic 
product (GDP) and some 
members could record nega- 
tive rates in 1995.” Mr. 
Azzam said in the study pub- 
lished in the United Arab 
Emiraters (UAE) daily A! 
Khaleej. 


Mr. Azzam gave no figures 
for 1995 but last year Oman 
and Qatar probably suffered 
from a decline in the GDP. 
while it slowed down in- 
Kuwait and fell to 2.9 per 
cent and three per cent in the 
UAE and Bahrain respec- 
tively. he said. 

In Saudi Arabia, the 
world’s top oil producer and 
exporter, the economy ex- 
panded by around six per 
cent in 1994 but the growth 
was nominal, he said. 

Most GCC states trimmed 
spending in 1995 as part of 
refonns~to tackle a persistent 
-budget deficit and offset die 
decline in oil prices. The re- 
forms also include privatisa- 
tion. easing subsidies and 
attracting investment. 

Oman has introduced 
corporate taxes with exemp- 
tions while Kuwait is ponder- 
ing such a move after its 
overseas assets of more than. 
$100 billion were sapped by 
the 1990 Iraqi invasion and 
post-war reconstruction. 

Other Gulf states have 
ruled out taxes fearing they 
could scare off skilled foreign 


labour. 

GCC states produce 
around 13 million harries per 
day (b/d) of oil. providing 
more than 80 per cent of their 
income. Weak oil prices have 
prompted them to launch in- 
dustrialisation drives to di- 
versify sources of income. 

According to Mr. Azzam. 
oil exports fetched the GCC 
around $68.19 billion in 1994 
and revenues are projected to 
rise slightly to $68.45 billion 
in 1995 due to an increase in 
prices from $15.80 to S16. 

A breakdown showed 
Saudi Arabia, which pro- 
duces nearly eight million b/ 
d. would earn around $27.5 
billion in 1995. 

The UAE’s income is pro- 
jected at $12.1 billion and 
Kuwait's at $10 billion. 

“The eonomic perform- 
ance in the region is expected 
to be varied this year. The 
growth in government sectors 
will recede due to spending 
cuts while the GDP in the oil 
sector will range between li- 
mited growth and stability." 
Mr. Azzam said. 


LONDON (R) — The dollar 
looked a touch healthier on 
Tuesday when it extended a 
rally well above 84 yen as 
some traders began to think 
the selling which pushed it to 
80.15 orTMonday was over- 
done. 

At 1045 GMT the dollar 
stood at 84.25 yen and 1.4105 
marks against S3.08 and 
1.4065 respectively in Europe 
late on Monday. 

Traders were not surprised 

by the dollar’s rally after 
Monday’s dramatic new low 


remain so until after the Eas- 
ter break. 

Earlier, currency dealers in 
Tokyo said the dollar could 
well have touched a tempor- 
ary floor on Monday, but 
warned it was still far too 
early to say the yen's rise had 
been reversed.* 

“Some are saying this 
down move is over, but 
others are looking for a 
bounce back to sell.’’ said a 
Barclays Bank dealer in Sing- 
apore. 

The dollar also extended 


against the yen. but said busi- _ its rally against the mark and 
ness was thin and likely to ' Germany’s leading economic 


research institutes said they 
expected the dollar to recov- 
er to 1.50 marks by the end of 
1995. But one sceptical trader 
said, "they should buy it now 
then." 

British Finance Minister 
kenneth Clarke said the 
Group of Seven leading in- 
dustrial nations welcomed 
the strengthening of the dol- 
lar and he did not believe the 
United States was pushing 
down its currency as a trade 
weapon. 

Traders were also waiting 
to see what emergency eco- 
nomic measures Japan may 


Japan planners warn 
recovery could be hit by yen 


Widening trade deficit 
worries Israeli industry 


TEL AVTV (R) — The grow- 
ing commercial trade deficit 
is one of the biggest problems 
in the Israeli economy and 
the government must take 
corrective action soon, the 
leader of the influential 
manufactures' association 
said Tuesday. 

“We are shooting at a de- 
ficit of over $10 billion a year. 
This is very worrying,'’ Dan 
Propper told Reuters. 

On Monday the govern- 
ment said the deficit widened 
to $2.7 billion in the first 
quarter from $1.8 billion in 
the same period last year. 
Imports rose 7.0 per cent and 
exports fell 2.0 per cent. 


The 1994 trade deficit 
totalled $7.5 billion while the 
current account deficit dou- 
bled last year to $2.8 billion. 

Exporters blame the wide- 
ning deficit on a strong local 
currency. Last year the 
shekel devalued against the 
foreign currency basket by 
less than 6.0 per cent and 
against the (dollar by only 1.1 
per cent. In real terms the 
shekel actually appreciated. 

The shekel has been sup- 
ported by interest rates, 
which were kept last year at a 
high level to control inflation. 

Last month the Bank of 
Israel lowered interest rates 
by 1.5 percentage points. 


bringing its key lending rate 
to 14.8 per cent. 

Mr. Propper said this re- 
duction was not enough. 

“I am afraid the bank and 
the government have missed 
a golden opportunity to take 
this crossroad into a much 
different direction,” he said. 

The central bank has been 
cautious, lowering rates slow- 
ly as the inflation threat sub- 
sides. Mr. Propper said the 
government had to take more 
drastic action. 

"Psychology sometime 
plays a very important role. 
Psychologically, lowering 
rates slowly does not achieve 
anything,” he added. 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s eco- 
nomic planners warned Tues- 
day that the nation's fragile 
recovery from four years of 
stagnation could be 
smothered by the mighty yen. 

Private economists, mean- 
while, are set to revise down 
their economic growth esti- 
mates for this fiscal year to 
near one per cent, far below 
the official 2.8 per cent 
growth forecast. 

The economy is still re- 
covering moderately, but 
could be damaged by recent 
currency volatility, the gov- 
ernment's Economic Plan- 
ning Agency (EPA) said in its 
monthly report. 

“The economy is tracing a 
moderate recovery path with 
ongoing adjustments in 
corporate capital investment. 
But fears remain that factors 
such as recent rapid currency 
movements will exert an 
adverse impact on the eco- 
nomy.” the report said. 

Briefing reporters on the 
report, an agency official said 
in "indicates the govern- 
ment’s view that there are 
fears that the economy could' 
face a downward risk.” 

Bank of Japan Governor 
Yasuo Matsushita warned 
last week that the economy 
had entered a sensitive phase 
and could face “downward 
risk” if the speed of the re- 
covery slowed further. 

“If the current condition 


persists, we may see a down- 
ward risk in the future.” Mr. 
Matsushita told reporters last 
Friday. 

The central bank is under 
fierce pressure to trim its key 
discount rate, the rate at 
which it lends to commercial 
banks, in order to shore up 
the recovery. 

“The yen’s rise is a very 
worrisome factor," EPA 
Minister Masahiko Komura 
told reporters Tuesday. 

“If the current rise of the 
yen and stock weakness per- 
sists. an economic setback is 
inevitable, said Hisashi 
Yamada. a senior economist 
at the Japan Research Insti- 
tute . 

The fall in the dollar to 85 
yen from 100 yen alone could 
slash Japan's gross domestic 
product (GDP) by 0.8 per- 
centage point, he said- 

Japan Research is ready to 
revise down its earlier fore- 
cast of 1.9 per cent GDP 
growth for 1995/96, which 
was bsed on the assumption 
that the dollar would stay at 
100 yen for the year. 

Japan's GDP rose a real 
0.6 per cent in calendar 1994 
after a 0.2 per cent fall the 
previous year. 

The dollar has nosedived 
through a series of global 
lows in the past few weeks to 
touch 80.15 yen in Tokyo on 
Monday, fuelling fears that 
the slip could smother 


Japan's recovery. 

The U.S. currency stood at 
around 84.50 yen on Tuesday 
afternoon. 17 per cent below 
its level at the start of 1995. 

The weak Tokyo stock 
market is one factor which 
could damage the economy, 
the agency official said. The 
stock market has been pum- 
melled by high yen, which 
squeezes the profits of 
Japan's exporters and hurts 
their competitiveness abroad. 

The bellwether Nikkei 
share average closed at 
16.268-88 on Tuesday, down 
some 17 per cent from the 
srart of this year. 

Japan Research and some 
other institutions have called 
for a discount rate cut of one 
full percentage point to pro- 
tect the economy. It now 
stands at a record jow of 1.75 
per cent. 

Economists also urged the 
government to raise fiscal 
spending by between three 
trillion yen and five trillion 
yen ($35.7 billion to $59.5 
billion) to cope with recon- 
struction after January's mas- 
sive earthquake and to 
underpin the economy. 

But few believe emergency 
economic measures, to be 
drafted by the government 
later this week, will include 
such specifics as a discount 
rate.cut or the size of an extra 
budget to cover reconstruc- 
tion after the earthquake. 


West warns European bank to pull up socks 


LONDON ( R) — Rich na- 
tions warned the European 
bank Tuesday that it must 
tighten its own belt further if 
it is to win new funds to help 
the old East Bloc turn capi- 
talist. 

The warning — which 
echoed early scoldings over 
decadent interior-design bills 
at the bank — was accompa- 
nied by word that any fresh 
Western capital will not be 
quick in coming. 

“Dicussions (on funding) 
will take two to three years.” 
British Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer Kenneth Clarke said 
at the annual meeting of the 
European Bank for ^Recon- 
struction and Development 
(EBRD). 


Peanuts 


More than 3,000 bankers 
and officials convened for the 
final day of the meeting 
which has been dominated by 
talk of the future funding 
needs of eastern Europe and 
of the high costs of its 
London-based directors. 

The bank was set up in 
1991 with $13.2 billion in 
capital and grand plans to 
help eastern Europe slough 
off communist central plan- 
ning and adapt to Western 
market forces. 

East Europe went about its 
reform business — albeit in 
fits and starts — but the 
grand plans at first fell. The 
EBRD's early years were 
marred after its French chief 
Jacques Attali appeared to 


focus more on decorating his 
London headquarters with 
Italian marble than on dis- 
bursing funds east of Berlin. 

Despite robust new lead- 
ership and stringent cost cuts 
over the past 18 months — 
EBRD projects are now up 
and running in more coun- 
tries than ever before — the 
bank is still struggling to jus- 
tify its role in a world 
crowded with other lenders. 

It wants an infusion of new 
capital, saying only 40 per 
cent of the original funds 
remain uncommitted and that 
these are expected to run dry 
by 1997. 

Mr. Clarke told reporters 
the bank has provided “intel- 
lectual leadership” — hardly 


a ringing endorsement as the 
EBRD seeks new support 
from Western budgetary 
hawks. 

And he called for more 
cost-cun ing. saying that man- 
agers' belt-tightening had not 
been matched by that 
of the 23-strong board of 
directors and their assistants 
— many of them on expen- 
sive expatriate salary pack- 
ages. 

“The image of the bank 
has been much transformed 
by the management's efforts 
to restrain its costs. It could 
be damaging to the bank as 
an institution if the sharehol- 
ders did not follow suit,” said 
Mr. Clarke. 


“The board of directors 
accounts for 12 per cent of 
the bank's total costs. This is 
far too high." 

Lawrence Summers, the 
U.S. treasury chief for inter- 
national affairs, said it was 
“clearly excessive” that $1 in 
eight of the bank's operating 
costs is channelled to direc- 
tors. 

Officials are floating new 
ideas, be it a slimmed-down 
staff or slimmed-down salar- 
ies. Mr. Summers has even 
gpne so far as to suggest that 
its job might be done better 
by the private sector. 

Without new cuts or new 
cash, the bank will be ham- 
strung — a point not lost on 


the countries that stand to 
benefit most. 

Hungary’s Finance Minis- 
ter Lajos Bokros said the 
bank must start playing by its 
own rules, rather than doling 
out bland advice about reduc- 
ing state payrolls and con- 
taining costs. 

“As hungary has started to 
reduce its budget deficit, it is 
dearly the right time for the 
EBRD to follow the exam- 
ple," he said. 

While praising EBRD 
President Jacques de Laro- 
siere, Mr. Bokros said a non- 
Xggident board would “cut 
costs dramatically — releas- 
ing funds to do the job the 
bank was set up to do.” 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


NOW, LOOK HERE.. JUST 
BECAU5E YOU'RE MY OLDER 
5ISTER, DOESN'T MEAN THAT... 




I GUESS IT DOES 




Andy Capp 
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...« forget exactly why. 


“To anonymously insult someone in 
management, press 1. To anon- 
ymously insult someone In sales, 
press 2. To anonymously insult....” 
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Unscramble these lour Jumbles. 

one letter to each square, to form 

tour ortfnary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold end Mllu Argtrion 

r No allowance this week! J 


\ S ^ 


HAARJ 




BtiHSliiMN Metfa Stnw. toe. 


Mut±‘n’Jeff 


NINOO 


LEE 

□ 

□ 



JEFF, WHAT CHAV^i^U. WHY Do\ 1 BECAUSE. I StoUSEE,Yoo\ 
WEARING THAT fi PEOPLE S YOU WANT] ( DONT WANT AND I ARE 
' — iO?) |*gt U WILL KNOW THEMTOX^l PEOPLE TO ALWAYS 

WHO I - KNOWPfeSdK THINK I'M TOGETHER— 

’ l^- 1 / Yel siur' 




/NOW SOME 
} PEOPLE 
iMlGHTTHINK 
S THAT I’M 
S MUTT.'- 


I WOULDN'T 
WANT THEM 
l TO THINK 

YTHAT' 




GARNAL 


TANCAV 


A ZERO ON 
HI5 TEST 
GOT HIM TH 15. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form me surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


announce later this week to 
take some of the strength out 
of the yen. which is hamper- 
ing Japan’s exporters. Spe- 
culation is mounting that 
Japan's central bank will cut 
its key discount rate by 0.75 
point from its current 1.75 
per cent. 

Europe’s major stock ex-- 
changes took heart from the 
dollar's improved fortunes 
and Wall Street’s modest 
overnight gains and nudged 
higher, though some of the 
gains were later eroded. 

German shares showed the 
best gains as the dollar rallied 


against the mark, taking 
some of the pressure off Ger- 
many's exporting firms. 

In London, Europe's 
largest stock market, prices 
were helped higher by a sur- 
vey showing British retail 
sales slid in March for the 
second consecutive month. 
But the gains were reversed 
as traders began to refocus on 
the chances of a rate rise. 

“People are a bit mindful 
about the currency problems 
and the fact that we could still 
be forced into a rate move 
here against our will,” one 
dealer said. 


GCC to maintain role 
in world oil markets 


MANAMA (R) — Arab 
Gulf oil producers will play a 
major role in meeting future 
world oil demand, Saudi Fi- 
nance and National Economy 
Minister Mohammad Abal 
Khail said Tuesday. 

Sheikh Abal Khail said 
that forecasts by the Paris- 
based International Energy 
Agency (1EA) of a 1.8 per 
cent increase in world oil 
demand for each of the next 
15 years would result in the 
region increasing its share of 
the global oil market. 

“This forecast reflects an 
increase in the Middle East's 
and Venezuela's share of tot- 
al world oil production from 
the current 28 per cent share 
up to 48 per cent by 2010." he 
told a Gulf economic forum 
conference in Bahrain. 

“This role can be expected 
to continue for the foresee- 
able future, as the GCC pos- 
sesses 46 per cent of the 
world's oil reserves,” he 
added. 

In 1993, the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) states 
accounted for 22.5 per cent of 
the world oil output. 

The six-nation alliance 
groups four OPEC states — 


Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Un- 
ited Arab Emirates and 
Qatar — and two indepen- 
dent oil producers, Oman 
and Bahrain. 

The Saudi minister, whose 
country is the world's biggest 
oil exporter, said despite the 
fall in real oil prices to leves 
of late 1973, petroleum has 
not regained its former share 
of the energy market. 

“It has become apparent 
that the major oil companies 
in the developed nations re- 
gard petroleum-based energy 
products as being in the adv- 
anced stage of their life,” he 
said. 

“They believe that it would 
not be productive to invest 
major foods in further pro- 
duct innovation designed to 
increase petroleum's share of 
the energy market,” he 
added. 

He said new product de^ 
velopment and marketing 
efforts were more oriented 
towards defensive measures 
such as meeting needs of thd 
government for clean air. 1 
"Such attitudes are not 
necessarily in alignment with' 
the interest of the producing 
nations.” 
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Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GRIME SAVOR FAMOUS COSTLY 
Answer, where the natives' basket weaving skins came 
from — GRASS ROOTS 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY APRIL 12, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Many new and fas cinating interests 
can begotten into today so study them and know which can help yon 
the most. * | 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) you have ah opportunity to use 
good judgement in business affaire today, especially with one who 
appreciates your talents. 

GEMVQ: (May 21 to June 21) This is a good day to contact as many 
associates and pals as possible and make woe plans for tonight. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Study your career tasks 
and do them in such a way today which higher-ups will be pleased in 
the efforts you put into a project 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Plan your entertainments for today and 
tonight wisely so that you can extract the greatest pleasure from 
them. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Home conditions may need 
changes and improvements today which may require expenditure of 
some money. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Contact those persons who . 
can help to make routines more productive and easy at the ramc > 
time today and tonight. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Handle with 
experts today so that you can add much to your bank account and get 
good results for your success. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to Dec em ber 21) Be sure to study ■■ 
you wishes and know bow best to gain them today, and also hew to ‘ 
become more prosperous for the future. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) While you like to get ' 
everything well organised, today is the tune to consider the over-all ' 
picture of your existence and make revisions. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Find out what friends can' ‘ 
be most helpful to you today in improving your social affairs, and get ' 
into the right circles of expert persons. * 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Handle your business affairs in * 
such a way that bigwigs will be more than pleased by your efforts, " 
and you will advance quickly in your chosen career. 

' I 

Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 


THs Daily Crossword by Harold B. Counts 


ACF 5S5 
1 'ifi lyby 

•g 

V rhythmic 
18 

Bin town 
■ stinger 
.ted 
jsively 
kite's (dm 
..jrmed 

is — out a Irving 

20 Ruteroflha 

heavens 

21 Di$CUS5»n 
group 

22 Irisn or mulligan 

23 Intuitive toners 

24 Toss back and 
forth 

25 Ratfish or opera 
sian 

26 Singer Travis 

27 jeweler's 
weights 

28 To the degree 
that 

31 Pari ol a (umace 

32 Tight 

33 Passenger 

34 Rich cake 

35 Is brave enough 

36 German river 
39 Oid world deer 
*0 Supply tood 

41 Entreaty 

42 Bu&ite 

43 Moved suddenly 

44 Caiytpan 

45 Some urbarwes 
47 Run 

49 Certain bet 

50 Transparent 

51 Downtown 
Chicago 

52 Breed spread 

DOWN 

1 Inspire 

2 Addicts 

3 Chair 

4 Piscivorous bird 

5 Make merry 

6 ‘—Three Lives’ 

7 in lavor ol 



O iSM Traung MMa Gonfcn. me 
41 ngnt HiuftM. 


Puzzle solved: 


; 

w firm* 

flint 

.jticipnh' 

■\nin^ n 

■unit 


6 Dangerous 
budding, e g. 

9 — Swndtoh 

10 Maroons 

11 Gofl lerm 

12 LAes instantly 

13 Disconcert 
IS Most recant 
IB Warhol 

21 Philippine island 

22 More grouchy 

24 Fiaiboat 

25 Rabbits 

26 Cames on 

27 Apple drink 

28 On Iho wrong 
path 

29 Arena 

30 Girasol 

31 Antfron 
33 Rank 


□□□□ □□□□□ □□DO 
BQQQ QUQHLJ DQCH3 
□□OB □□□□□ BQBB 
□DDDHinn □□DODD 
_ □□□ 0DOHB_, 
□□□□□□ □□DDDUQU 
□□□ □aDQld BQQB 
□□□ □□□□□□□ UHLS 
□□□□ DQtjuij any 
utiaQQaou aciauLiP 

□□□□UD □OODCJOfl 
□UE2Q □□□□□ ODD® 
UULJU QDEDD BQBg 
□uua □□□□□ saga, 


35 Oxeye 40 Tawdry 

36 City on the Rio 41 Wrtnsttaly 

Grande <3 Rwmlrtflhl 

37 Supplying ample 44 ShutfofiUy 
loop tm thought 46 PlftywfWP 8 * 

38 Vendition 46 ArafaTs greup 
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Tabbaa’: 

ntairT^ Many firms 

mark J « ■ 

affihg. P art,c, P ate 

in Amman 

siimmif 

BuWJs^ Associa- 
r =aJ oil don (JBA) President Hamdi 

;V7 '‘ l - petrol,) A1 Tabba’ said that. many 
•^re^aitied itsfjr* European companies, espe- 
1 ' "£ e -ners> mar T~ r dally the French, may not 
r . . y fc^ccnneTL participate in the Amman 
'.tui 1 , *he major cn! ^ Economic Summit due to the 
*' ,h(? ^-sloneti high participation fees. He 
SJr J P^irolsun.Ka^ saw French and Danish offi- 
pr.xlu^ a cials had asked the JBA de- 

ar.ted 0 « legation which visited the two 

■»-nd "* countries to review the mat- 

" Iliev behc^eth ter w * t h Jordanian officials 
■« and reconsider the cost for 

: sLn-js in f participation. Mr. Tabba' 
•Jjc? :snu\au on i : ***** tfae Europeans said that 
iri.tcaie aeiraK?* Ihe organisers of the Casab- 
:fc- or.erv . * hinca summit and now for the 
ddtii-.j " mirtn Amman summit had com- 

ii_ , . mercial interest and were 

only seeking profit. 

Bl * Mr- Tabaa* cautioned 
;y;y.\ 5 r 1 mi!le H Jordanian officials that the 
. t.i .1 wtftcnsvc ^ high participation fee was un- 

V " **■! .justified and could be a 

w *W Oir reasnn behind F.nmnp.an 


: ‘ c “ Arab Errr^ 
Oatar - ,-j tnilr afe' 

••*!* NS l 2?>t 


iwrol-anm^j. 

products 

ar.ted sta«* 

heheieto 

^ ? 10<3 “cuve tj, 
7^' : ,L:d > » fiiti- 
'• ;s !t«\aaoi 

?*whSE 

■Xr- e,t} «** 

! fc ^ ;d nsa pnfc 


s ^-h j;:radt\ «. 


reason behind European 
companies refraining from 


!5i iil ? aK s i tafchig part in the Amman 
~ 0 : summit. The JBA chief 

. J . !■- !Vi nninfprt nut that annthAr 


'Vf <k. 

drasavs 
n wn.« ■* ***** 


;-**r -- 

«* pr 


,J - ! - pointed out that another 

— negative aspect mentioned by 

the Europeans was the focus 

_______ on U.S. and’ Israeli views 

l!feCOrE during the Casablanca meet- 

iron r ^ ‘‘"8- As such, Mr. Tabbaa’ 

9?»rM.\i ™i L i» if Amman summit is 

£ to be only a case of American 
and Israeli participation then 
u* % m - -''rm Jordan will not reap the anti- 
cipated benefits from the 
\ summit. 

v , w /*•, . • , Tbe JBA president noted, 

hL-i c^ : :Wx *** ®“*y $*** *** p »• 
paring for the summit with- 

.. out coordination between 

1 7 ? i < them. He also stressed that it 

1 ^7 r: was important to seek invest- 

2 K ments to improve and expand 

as *{uR .s v -*k established projects and not 

Only to float new projects, 
i** s«:srj^=s:j»jffW . “7b e Amman economic 
a m rs :sa2 - summit is not only for Jordan 

but the whole region, and, as 
*jv! such, neighbouring countries 

I11 r* t-- 18 * - amid provide better terms or 
incentives. Therefore, lack of 
;; . -r-^i 7 s preparation for the summit 
fut v? vyould result in Jordan com- 

. ing out empty handed,” Mr. 
tf .,. Hjias*’ 45 Tabbaa' cautioned. 

7_.' • Noting that Jordan was not 

i yet ready to receive large 

,, , - financial investments, he 
7 ;! - ’.o’ stressed that the figures given 

. -ieV.-'c . l*y the Jordanian side at 

. ” - fcVtfi:.* 1 Casablanca were astronomic- 

ad and cannot be realised. He 
7'J" r ■-lI-.-t- caplained that Jordanian eco- 

* *”’**' !' .... .. Domic laws were not attrac- 

r * tiw to the foreign investor 
s '' 3 *f. ‘-f"" .and many changes were 
rt* r** - ” v ' . _ needed to lure investors. 

■ h f ■■■■*’'■ r ’Mr. Tabbaa* placed high 

* • ‘7. 4-"'" importance on having an eco- 

» y ■ v ' ' nomic attache at Jordan’s 

embassies abroad to promote 
» >n ’ ' " Jordan as a medical and edu- 

. — — — ^ optional centre in the region 

— and to encourage investment 
- > - ' m the field of agro-industry. 

✓ ; Asked about setting up 

joint projects with Israelis, 
_ .3 :;' 3 .Mr. Tabbaa* said the time 

rA : ‘ “ s — "yias not right because, Israel 

' Ihpd not yet met all its pledges 
' ^ ^ towards Jordan. In addition, 

^.. he said, peace should be 
H , - " .athieved at ail other tracks as 
p[ • ■ regional projects does not 
|p| . mean Jordan and Israel but 

’jpU-'afco includes Syria, Lebanon 
1§| . .. apd Palestine (A1 Aswaq). 

* W- •• " Jte THE JORDAN New 
jP~ . -■'p^ble Company earned JD 

. ... -^1 -&9 million from sales daring 
first six months of its 
s • ■‘ . operations which started in 
pr . ^ .une last year. Local sales 
Jm JB--' " mounted to JD 981,300 

. p 1 lf .- '"'fcfle exports amounted to 
. I . , 309,100. The company 

..hade a net profit of JD 
' ]■{ j 5.900 which will be trans- 
^ tAired to retained earnings. 

- ,r ■ stabiished as a public share- 

' •il 3 Wing company in 1992, the 
1 * j ■! \ unpany has JD 8 million in 

1 * „p; ‘gB'v^pital and has obtained an 

| J '^. .* ,g f *j -[wmption from taxes for 
jupp * * years from the start of 

• 'gL •• ’ 7 ;|‘crations (AI Aswaq). 

; '* ‘ THE BOARD of direc- 

f0k\ \ syfi # ‘|: -s of the Arab Jordan In- 


4 


t 




M 

J* 


. jytment Fund has decided to 
^Xpmmend to the general 
embly the raising of the 
■ -_aVs capital from JD 10 
* .llion to JD20 million 
- ' • ough capitalisation of re- 
'1 ■ " ves floating shares for 
-■ ■ ' rate or public subscription 
} Aswaq). 


KHARTOUM (R) — Babikr 
Feisal, a broker on the Khar- 
toum Stock Exchange, had 
an average day on Tuesday. 

He didn’t trade a single 
share. 

Mr. Feisal, a broker on one 
of the world's newest — and 
sleepiest — bourses, failed to 
raise a flicker of interest for 
$200 worth of shares he was 
selling in a Sudanese bank. 

“I think my firm is running 
a deficit," he said. "Some- 
times our commission doesn't 
even cover the cost of station- 
ery." 

Sudan's stock exchange, 
launched in January, opens 
just one hour every morning, 
has no official index, and 
averages less than $3,000 of 
business a day. 

It lists 29 companies but 
nearly half have yet to be 
traded. 

Many transactions are 
worth as little as 5,000 
Sudanese pounds ($10) at the 


Sudan’s sleepy exchange 
set to keep on slumbering 


official exchange rate, leav- 
ing brokers a commission of 
just 10 U.S. cents. 

“Perhaps the climate is a 
little adverse for the whole 
launching of the exchange,” 
said bourse chairman Abdul 
Rahim Hamdi. “We are liv- 
ing in a liquidity pinch." 

Sudan is fighting to bring 
down inflation to 55 per cent 
by June, from 130 per cent a 
year ago. Apart from agri- 
cultural output, expected to 
rise this year, the economy is 
stagnant and drained by the 
demands of a 12-year-old 
civil war in the south. 

But Mr. Hamdi. finance 
minister in Sudan's Islamist- 
backed government before 
his appointment in 1993, is 
optimistic. 

“We are aware of the prob- 
lems... but we've started and 
hope things will catch up," he 
told Reuters in an interview. 

The exchange has no offi- 


cial index to monitor prices 
— Mr. Hamdi says indices 
are a step on a slippery slope 
towards futures and deriva- 
tives markets, prohibited by 
Islam. 

“Trading on margins is not 
allowed under Sharia (Isla- 
mic law). You have to buy 
full amounts, which helps 
keep the markets closer to 
reality," Mr. Hamdi said. 

Brokers, most of whom 
concentrate on building up 
their own portfolios in the 
absence of investors, say 
share prices rose during the 
first two months but slipped 
back in March. 

The market is open to fore- 
ign investment, but hopes to 
tap into local institutional in- 
vestors and Sudanese expatri- 
ates in Arab Gulf states, 
general manager Mohammad 
Abu Shoura said. * 

Asked why a Sudanese 
abroad should invest in Khar- 


toum, where the pound has 
almost halved in value 
against the dollar in six 
months. Mr. Abu Shoura 
hoped patriotic feelings 
would prevail. 

"They have to help put 
their house in order and their 
house is in Sudan," be said. 
"The only way is to invest, in 
spite of inflation." 

Mr. Abu Shoura said that 
by the end of the year he 
hoped another 15 to 20 com- 
panies would be listed. 

"The money available in 
the banks for private sector 
borrowing is very small, so 
this should induce firms to 
float more stock,” he added. 

“One of our problems is 
the people's idea of public 
companies is very bad be- 
cause historically' very few 
were profitable or cared for 
their shareholders," he said. 
“Anyone who bought shares 
thought he was just donating 
his money to the company.” 


Turks get bigger share of Azeri oil 


ANKARA (R) — After 
tough negotiations with the 
Azeris, Turkey has secured a 
long-sought extra share m a 
major international oil con- 
sortium to develop Azeri oil- 
fields. 

Ankara, keen to farther 
advance its oil interests, is 
now expected to try to sell 
the Azmis on a Turkish pipe- 
line to carry Azeri OH to a 
Mediterranean outlet in 
southern Turkey. 

Turkish Prime Minister 
Tansu Ciller flies to Baku on 
Wednesday to sign the deal 
transferring five per cent of 


Azerbaijan’s share in the oil 
consortium to Turkey's state- 
run Petroleum Corporation 
(TPAO). 

TPAO presently owns a 
small share of 1.75 per cent in 
die consortium which also 
includes British Petroleum, 
Statoil, Amoco, Pennzoil, 
Ramco, Unocal, McDer- 
mott. Delta Nimir, Russia’s 
Iukoil and Azerbaijan’s 
Socar. 

Turkish oil officials said 
consortium members 
approved the change in the 
composition of the share 
structure last week. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Tuesday. 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


U.S. $1.00 costs 1.3782/92 
1.4090/00 
1.5776/86 
1.1590/00 
28.94/98 
4.9043/93 . 
1726.8/1.8 
83.95/05 
7.3700/00 
6.2980/30 
5.5420/70 

One sterling SI. 5930/40 

One ounce of gold $388.90/389.40 


The Caspian Sea fields 
have estimated recoverable 
reserves of between 400 and 
520 million tonnes of light 
crude. 

Ms. Ciller, accompanied 
by three cabinet ministers, 
100 officials and 70 journal- 


phonis Straits to export. 

Turks say the' straits cannot 
handle extra oil traffic. 

“Our project is not an 
alternative to Novorossisk, 
but a complementary sys- 
tem,” Hayrettin Uzon, chief 
of Turkey’s Botas Pipeline 


ists, return hours after sign- - Company, told Reuters. 

: a a : • -1- ■ . 


ing the accord with Azeri 
President Haydar Aliyev. 
Turks, who have ethnic 


“The pipeline is planned to 
carry 25 million tonnes of 
Azeri and 20 million tonnes 


and linguistic links with Azer- of Kazakh oil a year. The rest 

is, have been long supported 'can be shipped through 
Baku in its dispute with Novorossisk,” Mr. Uzun 
Armenia. ^ said. 

Ankara hopes to persuade He said the United States 
Baku a^d the consortium to supported Turkey's project, 
accept its offer to pump the According to the project 
oil to the Mediterranean to Turicey would help finance 
supplement the pumping of the pipeline construction and 
oil to the Russian Black Sea guarantee to buy a certain 
port of Novorossisk where it amount of oil to be trans- 
ts shipped through the Bos- ported by the pipeline. 





Sr SHOPS FOR SALE 

In Wadi Saqra — 
100 sq.m. — 400 sq.m. 
Central heating and air- 
condition. 

For more details call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609 
/810520, Fax: 810528 




DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Teh 693399 


REAL ESTATE 
RENTALS 


You V Soon Tho 
Rost Now Try The 

Best 

Widest Selection Most 
Reasonable Retes 
Newer, Cleaner, More 
Lavishly Furnished or 
unfurnished Villas and 
Apartments 

FULL SERVICE REAL 
ESTATE ORGAN IZATfON 


|tci. 681 1 13 - 688816 ]l 




CARPET. CLEANING 
FURNITURE CLEANING 


R8 •.inttv.ci't only 
^ inv-" 1 »V ' ‘ 

Tel 8659^ 6 

, Ab ._, vf . cirii House 



AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jab&j Amman 
Tel 538212 

Air-conditioned Lounge 


SANABEL 

REAL ESTATE 

T«L 864230 
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AMMAN riNANCXAL KMUCBT 
80CHXK BANK CENTER MOON - SHMEISANI 
XEUFSONBi 660170 / 661170 

ORGANIZED HAIUtET SHAKE PRICE LIST FOR TUSXD7UF 11/04/1995 





COMPANY’S NAME 

NO. OF 
SNARES 
traded 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

PMV. CLOSING 
CLOSING PRICE 
PRICE 

ARAB BANK Pic 

80 

15400 

193.000 192. S00 

JORDAN NATIONAL BARK 

141125 

697733 

4.790 

5.030 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANE / NEW 

13630 

65080 

4.720 

4.920 

MIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BANK. 

16350 

25038 

1.540 

1.520 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BASE 

1775 

4811 

2.700 

2.780 

THE BOOSING BARK 

36900 

262168 

6.980 

7.220 

JORDAN XtTKAXT BANS 

1000 

2909 

2.910 

2.910 

JORDAN GOLF BANK 

13992 

19044 

1.350 

1.360 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

9606 

36632 

3.810 

3.820 

ONION BANK FOR SAVING £ INVESTMENT 

2146 

10288 

4.600 

4.8Q0 

JORDAN INVESTMENT fi FINANCE BANK 

250 

988 

3.950 

3.950 

BS1T ELMAL SAVINGS INVESTMENT FOR BOCSXMO 

2800 

8680 

3.150 

3.100 

AMOH BAIOC FOR INVESTMENT 

7259B 

90423 

, 1.230 

1.250 

ARAB BANKING COBPORATI ON/JORDAN 

144 

576 

4.000 

4.000 

PHILADELPHIA. INVESTMENT BANK. 

179598 

302459 

1.610 

1.690 


INDEX NUMBER t 166.23 
CHANGE z +0.521 


UNITE D INSURANCE 

GSmWXL ARABIA ZXamtAMCB 

JORDAN TRENCH INSURANCE 
HOLY LAND INSURANCE 
ARAB LXR 6 AOCXSKHT 1HSQRAHCS 
TBS KATXOmX. AHT.TA INSURANCE 


SECTOR 


JORDAN LAM ELECTRIC POWER 
JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER /MEN 
JORDAN HOTEL & TOURISM 
XXBXD DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 
ARAB ZKZERHATXOHAL HOTELS 
ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS /REV 
JORDAN NATIONAL 8KXPPIMO LINES 
NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 
JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALRA'X 
UNITED Kronur EAST ft COMMODORE HOTELS 
ARAB INT ER . FOR I N V E S TMENT fi EDUCATION 
JORDANIAN EXPATRIATES INVES TMENT HOCOtNO 


INDEX HUMBERt 136.82 
CHANGE t —0.09* 


19306 
12465 
720000 
' 743 

237BS 
4015 
30304 
4193 
2050 
25660 
14 654 
5170 


INDEX BOMBER! 141.18 
CHANGE I -1.37* 


THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

15550 

47507 

3.060 

3.060 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MIMES 

265 

677 

2.550 

2.550 

SHE ARAB POTASH/ NEW 

350 

1693 

4.750 

4.850 

JORDAN PETROLEUM RSFXEARY 

355 

3312 

9.300 

9.330 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MAHOFACTURXNO 

7350 

29351 

3.950 

3.990 

JORDAN DAIRY ' 

200 

492 

2.460 

2.460 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

2550 

6885 

2.700 

2.700 

SPINNING E HEAVING 

500 

1280 

2.570 

3.580 

DAR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT E INVESTMENT 

250 

199 5f 

* 7.950 

7.980 

ARAB INVESTMENT &' DtBKHATXOKAL TRADE 

28837 

27234 

.950 

.950 

ARAB ALUKXMXUM INDUSTRY 

750 

5435 

7.250 

7.250 

LIVESTOCK E POULTRY 

20526 

13752 

.670 

.670 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING E TRADING 

1QB650 

171030 

1.540 

1.590 

, NATIONAL STEEL IBDB8TRY 

3850 

11918 

3.200 

3.100 

INTERMEDIATE PSTRO-CHEHXCAL INDUSTRIES 

4750 

12488 

2.650 

2.600 

UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

950 

3990 

4.200 

4.200 , 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES fi HATCB/JXMOO 

500 

340 

.680 

.680 

JORDAN SULPBO-CHEKX«LS 

100. 

170 

1.790 

1.700 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

750 

2598 

3.460 

3-460 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

5300 

10594 

2.010 

2.000 

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 

202396 

352990 

INDEX NUMBER r 120.75 




CHANGE 

: -0.02* j 

GRAND TOTAL 

867372 

2811360 

INDEX HUMBER: 145.81 




CHANGE 

1 ♦0.17* 


NO. OF TRADED SHARKS IN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED' IN PARAXLEL MARKET 



Oafo* 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

S we iffy eh 



ProfeNkmal Qushty in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
oar shop and gec- 

* JUMBO pfeata 


HA 6690 
At Jurfno 



m 



J. 


1 

Ri 


j 


IMP’ * ^ - 

jT- ' 

1 




- ^ ■ — [ 
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TEL : 819676 
ABDOUN 




‘Jf\e£taiu r ant r Tapa& 

Open ‘Dailys 
from ‘ 

12a.m. - 12p.nL 

Jehd cfiniman. 3rd arch 
Td 61 50 61 


niiii 




MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - 11:30 pJTL 
« TeU 801838 




Haute Cuisine Italo-Mcd 

m USTfOOD INGREDIENTS IN THE WORID 
THE NGST FASHIONABLE RESTAURANT IN AMMAN 


WmYBA/fD: GUITAR + WtitO 

JD 10.00 (+ +) Tel: 863944 
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Unique gold & gems jewelry. 



- for 





















































































i 






T\. : 

i : 


.'S 

JV 

Ik* 


C' . 
-"1 

ft; 


u ■ 

l- J * 


!: J h - 

l> 


»■ 


I; 

Ui 


10 


Sports 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12, 199S ■ 



/ '•* * 


German world medallist 
faces 4-year doping ban 


BONN (R) — German long jumper Susen 
Tiedtke-Greene faces a four-year ban after 
testing positive for steroids in a random test 
the day after winning the bronze medal at last 
month’s World Indoor Championships. 

Tiedtke-Greene, who is based in the United 
States after marrying American Olympic 
bronze mealist Joe Greene in 1993, tested 
positive on March 13, the day after stepping 
on to the medal podium in Barcelona. 

“We are' told that the substance involved 
(dehydrochlormethyttss^ is anabolic 

and if everything is confirmed then there is 
the threat of a four-year ban," German 
Athletics Federation (DLV) doping official 
Clemens Prokop said. 

“The athlete contests the positive test and 
says she must have got it from a third party. 
But she has not made any particular allega- 
tions against any specific individual." 

Tiedtke. who finished eighth at the 1992 
Barcelona Olympics, was suspended from all 
competitions at a DLV hearing. She was not 
present at the meeting but was represented by 
her parents. 

The 26-year-old long jumper has exercised 
her option of asking for the second or B 
sample to be analysed in the next three weeks. 
If it proves positive she will be banned 
pending an appeal to the DLV. 

The case provides another setback to Ger- 
man athletics battle against dregs following 
the long-running scandal involving former 
double world sprint champion Katrin Krabbe. 

“If everything is confirmed it is not good 
news.” DLV general secretary Jan Kern said. 
“Susen Tiedtke lives in the United States. 
Whether this case says a lot about doping in 


Germany, we don’t know. 

“We have to wait until the case has been 
investigated completely." 

Former East German Tiedtke did not give a 
doping sample during the world cham- 
pionships as the International Amateur 
Athletic Federation (IAAF) did not test all 
medallists. But German officials took a urine 
sample after she flew to Berlin. 

She was a junior champion for the former 
East Germany and both her parents competed 
for the GDR athletics team. 

Doping experts said the substance involved 
was the chemical description of oral- 
turinabol. the drug which formed the back- 
bone of former East Germany’s systematic 
doping system. 


‘This proves that the GDR methods are 
still being used," Heidelberg-based doping 
expert Werner Franke said. 

‘The substance itself is largely still only 
made in Jena (in Eastern Germany)... it is 
used to treat patients in the last stages of 
cancer." 


“But a lot of the dreg was stored after the 
end of the GDR. It is illegal to get it without a 
prescription in Germany." 

Tiedtke was in Stellenbosch in South Africa 
when the ruling was announced. She was 
training there and expected to compete in a 
few meetings in the country. 

Ironically, Stellenbosch, near Cape Town, 
was the place where Krabbe supplied a urine 
sample in 1992 which was identical to two of 
her team mates, the start of two major doping 
scandals which ended in her retirement from 
the sport. 


Klinsmann punched by fan 


LONDON (AFP) — Evertpn 
faced possible punishment by 
the Football Association 
(FA) Tuesday after it was 
revealed that one of their 
fans allegedly punched Tot- 
tenham striker Jurgen Klins- 
mann following Sunday's FA 
Cup semi-final matach at El- 
land Road. 

So far there has been no 
official complaint from the 
German striker or the club 


but if one is sent to the FA. 
the Merseysiders could land 
in trouble. 

Everton left-back A ndy 
Hinchcliffe already faces the 
prospect of the FA charge of 
insulting behaviour after 
police decided to report him 
to the football authorities for 
making gestures during the 
match, which Everton won 
4-1. 

If Spurs chairman Alan 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 


Located in Um Uthaina. Consisting of three bedrooms 
(including master), three bathrooms, living room, dining 
room, kitchen, balcony, terrace, garden and garage. 
Centrally heatefl. 

If 'interested please' call 1 us~ at’ 692951 working 
hours only. 


CRB FOR SRLE 

Regional Office sells Chevrolet 
Celeberty 1988 like new. 32,000 km., 
all power. Deluxe, duty unpaid, fixed 


price JD 7,000. 

Phone 827118, between 4-7 p.m.. 
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JOB OPPORTIIMTY 
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Internationa] company has immediate opening 
for an experienced secretary/receptionist. 
Excellent work environment Ideal candidate will 
have strong computer/typing skills (Arabic and 
English) and be knowledgeable in use of 
Microsoft Word for Windows and Excel 
Spreadsheet Good spoken English a must, 
interested applicants should send their CV to the 
address below or fax it to 962-6-605277. 

ServiceMaster Jordan 
Att: Office Manager 
P.O.Box 926871 
Amman llllO Jordan 
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THE EMBASSY OF ITALY ANNOUNCES 


The starting of Italian Classes , all levels on 15 
April 1995 . at “COLLEGIUM TERRAE 
SANCTAE’ in Jabal Lweibdeh on Saturday , 
Monday, Wednesday from 4 to 5.30 and from 6 
to 7.30 p.m. 


Fees : 60 J.Ds. (30 lessons - 45 hours) 


Registration at the Italian Embassy , tel. 638185, 
Language Department every day l close Friday- 
Saturday) from 9 to 13.00 up to April 13. 


Sugar chooses to take action 
over the Klinsmann incident. 
Everton could find them- 
selves in deeper trouble. 

Sugar said: “It was diabo- 
lical behaviour and those 
Everton fans should be 
ashamed of themselves. 
Jurgen was winded and very 
shaken up. He was also angry 
-that this should happen to 
him. 

“They hit him in the sto- 
mach as he tried to get off the 
pitch. 1 do not see why foot- 
ball should tolerate such 
pitch invasions and behaviour 
like this." 


FA spokeswoman Clare 
Tomlinson, who was at the 
match, said: “We are awarS 1 
of what is- alleged to have 
happened and it was dear 
that Juigen Klinsmann was in 
some distress when he came 
off the pitch. 


“So far we have not re- 
ceived an offidal complaint 
from the player or Alan 
Sugar, but if one arrives then 
we would investigte." 


CORRECTION 

in the Indian embassy 
advertisement of 
Tuesday Apr. 11, the 
mileage should have 
read 110,000 instead 
pf 10,000 as incorrecetly 
mentioned. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Striker has 3 goals disallowed 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Unlucky Platense striker Arsenio 
Benitez had three goals disallowed in one game in the 
Argentine championship. To make matters worse, Platense 
were beaten 1-0 at home by Lanus. who went one point 
clear of Boca Juniors at the top of the table in the Clausura 
championship. There was more controversy in the River 
Plate-Sun Lorenzo derby where three players, including 
River Plate's veteran Uruguayan striker Enzo Francescoli. 
were sent off. River won 3-2. 


Darnyi targets University Games 


BUDAPEST (R) — Hungarian Olympic champion Tamas 
Darnyi, who has pulled out of a projected comeback 
meeting in Edinburgh this week, is preparing to return to 
competitive swimming at the August University Games in 
Japan. “His main competition this year will be the 
University Games in Japan in the last week of August." 
said Jozsef Ruza general secretary of the Hungarian 
Swimming Federation. “Should he perform well in Japan, 
he will keep on training. But should his performance fall 
behind what can be expected of him. he will have ro make a 
dedsion." Darnyi. 27, won every major championship 
individual medley race he entered from 1985 to 1993, 
including double golds at two Olympics and two World 
Championships. He announced his retirement last July but 
returned to training a few months ago with a view to 
competing in the 1996 Atlanta Olympics. 


FIFA to try out time-outs 


ZURICH (R) — Basketball-style time-outs will be tried 
out at the women's World Cup soccer tournament in 
Sweden in June, FIFA, the game's world governing body, 
said on Monday. The ruling means that coaches will be able 
to call two-minute time-outs in both halves of a match to 
give their players instructions and tactical advice. Time-out 
tests have already been going on in a regional league in 
Brazil. Teams in Sweden's professional league, which 
kicked off on Sunday, are allowed one each per match. 


Free-kick goal causes controversy 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Corinthians may ask that their 
weekend game with Rio Branco be annulled after a 
remarkable, but debatable, goal by Rio striker Marcelo 
Carioca. Caricoa hit a 20-metre free kick against the 
crossbar and then banged in a rebound himself from 
outside the penalty- area. Referee Claudio Cerdeira 
awarded the goal in the 2-2 draw even though the ball did 
not appear to touch any other player, as the rules say it 
should. The incident came in the 66th minute of the Sao 
Paulo championship game with the score at 1-1. 
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EC championships cancelled 


BRUSSELS (R) — The European Community Tennis 
Championships, due to be held in Antwerp in October, 
have been cancelled. Association of Tennis Professionals 
(ATP) officials said on Tuesday. ATP tour chief executive 
officer Mark Miles said the decision was made after 
organisers could not guarantee the construction of two new 
courts at the Antwerp Sportpalers. Tournament director 
Georges Baudeweyns said: “The ATP decision is a 
setback, not a catastrophe." The tournament, famous for 


its diamond-studded Golden Racket Trophy, was this year 
promoted to “super-nine” status, one of the nine biggest 


one-week events in the ATP calendar. 
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Jansher could face disrepute charge 


LONDON (AFP) — World champion Jansher Khan could 
be charged with bringing the sport into disrepute after 
accusations of a lack of effort in a British Super League 


play-off match on Saturday. Jansher. who last month 
retained his British Open title, was beaten 10-8, 8-0 in 42 


minutes by Scotland's Peter Nicol while playing for host 
club Welsh Back Wizards of Bristol against London team 
Cannons. His match fee of about 1,500 pounds has been 


withheld pending an inquiry into his performance against 
Nicol which the Wizards tea 


team manager Robert Edwards 
described as “bitterly disappointing for a packed and eager 
audience." He had been leading 8-6 in the opening game 
but did not win another point. 'That could result in a hefty 
fine and possible suspension as he has been warned twice 
previously for similar offences. 


Detroit Pistons' Oliver Miller (right) tries to block a shot from Miami Heats' Billy Owens 
(left) in their NBA game (AFP photo) 


Hornets end Boston’s 
five-game winning streak 


CHARLOTTE (R) — Alon- 
zo Mourning scored 25 points 
and grabbed 1 1 rebounds to 
lead the Charlotte Hornets to 
a 119-95 victory over the Cel- 
tics Monday, ending Boston's 
five-game winning“sireak. 

.Hersey Hawkins scored 23 
points and Larry Johnson 
added 15 points and a career- 
high 1J assists to carry the 
Hornets to their fourth win in 
five games as Charlotte pul- 
led within 2^ games of .first- 
place Indiana in the Central 
Division. 

"Our defence was good for 
the last three quarters and we 
made things happen.” said 
Hornets coach Allan Bris- 
tow. "We created turnovers 
and it created some opportu- 
nities for some easy buckets." 

Sherman Douglas scored 
21 points and dished out nine 
assists for the Celtics, whose 
lead over idle Milwaukee in 
the race for the final Eastern 
Conference playoff berth 
dwindled to H- games. 

Charlotte held, a 69-65 edge 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 



leni & TkakaBatatassy 


G8& gffian . 'h 

The Barit 
M Me 
CoMervafory 

present in concert 



Wuo 

Saturday, 15 April 1995 - 8:00 p.m. 

The Royal Cultural Centre - Main Theatre 

JD7 ' 

(Tickets available from: 

Ahlia Abeila, tel. 688481 
Babiche, tel. 661322 
Freddy for Music, tel. 692696 
Music Box, tel. 815745 
Romero, tel. 644227 
The Royal Cultural Centre, tel. 661026 
National Music Conservatory, tel. 687620 


Alitalia 


CAB FOR SALE 
(Kuwaiti licence plate) 


Toyota Corolla. 1.6 SE, 1990 model, manual gear. 5 
speed, white, 1600 CC. A/C, price JD 3.500 (duty 
not paid). Extra clean. 

Tel. 683731 


AMMAN BACCALAUREATE SCHOOL 



ENIC ANDwLDmACE 


Place : Amman Baccalaureate School Theater ( Al - Riyadh ) 
Bait, '• 17th , 18th , 1 9th of April 7 p.m. 

Tickets Sold At : IstiUal (Sweifiyeh J, ChOi House . Mask Box, 
Abeila , Amman Baccalaureate School 


early in the third quarter 
when they went on a 13-2 
tear, sparked by five points 
by Hawkins and four apiece 
by Mourning and David 
Wingate to break the game 
open. 

Boston was unable to cut 
the deficit to single digits the 
rest of the way. 

At Minnesota. Dikembe 
Mutombo just missed his 
third triple-double of the sea-... 
sop. with 14 points. L5 re- 
bounds and nine blocks as the.,; 
Denver Nuggets snapped a 
three-game losing streak with 
a 114-107 victory over the 
Minnesota Timberwolves. 

Mahmoud Abdul Rauf 
and Reggie Williams scored 
20 points apiece for the Nug- 
gets. who moved a half-game 
ahead of the Sacramento 
Kings for the final playoff 
spot in the west. 

Tom Gugliotta scored a 
season-high 30 points and 
grabbed 1 1 rebounds for 
Minnesota, which lost for the 
eighth time in its last nine 
games. 

Brian Williams chipped in 
15 points and Dale Ellis net- 


ted 16 off the bench for De- 
nver. Jalen Rose was held to 
four points but handed out 13 
assists. 

Isaiah Rider poured in 27 
points for the T-Wolves. 

In Dallas. Chris Mullin 
scored half of his 26 points in 
rhe third quarter, including 
consecutive 3-pointers in a 
key 11-2 run. as the Golden 
State Warriors posted a 123- 
112 victory over the Maver- 
icks. . 

Latrell Sprewell scored 30 
points and Clifford Rozier 
added 20 points and grabbed 
12 rebounds for the Warriors, 
who had lost three games to 
the Mavericks this season af- 
ter winning all four last year. 

Jamal Mashburn scored 29 
points and Popeye Jones 
added 21 points and 1 1 re- 
bounds for Dallas, which fell 
2 1 * games behind Denver- in 
the playoff berth hunt. 

The Mavs also got 14 
points and a career-high 19 
rebQ.unds- from Lorenzo 
Williams. Jason kidd was beld ' 
to nine points but had 11 
assists, six rebounds and four 
steals. 
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^OFFICE SPACE FOR RENTJ^^ 

K, 

1 . 1 11 

IN AMMAN SHEMESANI 1300 SQ FEET 
(460 SQ.M.) CHEATING , TEL & GARAGE , 
SPACE FOR 10 CARS . 

TEL. 699066 

fnn 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HWSCH 


STOP THOSE RUFFS 

East -West vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 

♦ 7 

"AK76 
C- 7 4 3 2 

* K 7 5 4 

WEST EAST 

• KQ10 84 2*A6 

T 10 ? » 4 3 2 

■ J 6 5 V K 10 8 

* A Q 6 * J 10 8 2 

SOUTH 
«J9S3 
■ Q J 8 5 
A Q 9 
6 9 3 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

Pass Pass 1 1 * 

3 ♦ Dbl 4 ? Pass 

Pa» Pass 
Opening lead: Four of * 

Dear Tannah: 

I felt 1 had recovered well enough 
from my recent surgery to play in 
the Macallan Invitational in Lon- 
don at the end of January. Consider- 
ing my long absence from 
competitive-bridge and the strength 
of die field, I was qilite happy with 
our ninth-place finish. I found this 
hand fascinating. 

The winners were the Poles Ba- 


licJri and Zmu dans kl and the auc- . , 
tion shown occurred at their table. 
light opening bid in third seat by 
Baiidri propelled North-Sooth into 
game after North had shown a sin- 
gleton spade with the jump cue-bid. 

When one side is known to be 
distributional and have reached ;i 
light game, a trump opening salvo is 
not a bad idea— trump leads when- 
ever East gains the lead would sore* 
ly defeat the contract. However. 
West chose a spade, taken by Bast's 
aoe and the trump return was won m 
the dosed hand, so declarer could 
lead a dub. West, Herve Mould of 
Peris, found the brilliant defense of 
inserting the queen. The king won, 
bul East was able to win the dub 
return and play another trump and 
declarer could come to only nine 
tricks. 

South missed a brilliant counter* 
3troke which would have permitted 
the game to come home. West's 
queen of dubs must be permitted to 
win the trick! Later, declarer wall be 
able to take the diamond finesse, 
discard a diamond on the king of 
duhs after again leading toward the 
monarch, then crossruff the hand 
for 10 tricks! 

As ever, 
Omar 
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Gnema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Gnema ‘Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Tom Hanks 

Fifi Abdo & Kamal Shinnawi 

m 

In 

Wahid Seif in 

A* 

Forrest Gump 

PENflLTV 

Shows:1 230,330,5,630,830,1 030 

¥ 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15. 6:15, 9:15 

• 


Gnema 


Td.: 677420 


CONCORD 


CONCORD *1’ 

Comedian star: Adel Imam — 

Rakhit S- Andadileh 

Shows: 1130. 3:15. 6:00. 8:30. 11:00 

CONCORD <2’ 

Jean-Claude Van Damm 

STREET FIGHTER 

Shows: 1230, 3-JO. 5:45, 11:00 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

ADUNROUN THEATRE j 

Te| . : 675571 

NaM Ai Bflaahtwi TSwrtre 

Nabil & Hisham’s Td.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATER 

Musa Hljazln “Sum'a” 

in the political satire 

Hi Citizen 

written and directed by 
Mohammad Ai Shawaqfa 
daily on 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre doses on Monday 

— Haifa AI Agha In the 
children’s play 

H Sa’dPs Return tYA- 

Shows of “Qirbeh 
Makhzouqa’’ will 
be stopped from 
now until further 
notice. 

Presents: 

The political satire: 
AL SALAM YA SALAM 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation, please cal 
825155 

The theatre la closed 
Saturdays ft Sunday* 


With 






















Davis Cup 

Kuwait, Syria and 
Kazakhstan lose 


I DUBAI (AP) — Favourite 
' Singapore went past Kuwait 
(Hi the opening day of the 
Asia/Ocean Zone Group III 
championships here Monday. 

Singapore opened its sing- 
les with Sherman Urn, who 
beat Hussein AJ-Ashwak 0-6, 
6-3, 6-1. The Singaporeans 
made thier encounter safe 
when their No. 1 player Chi 
Yen Chen upset the calcula- 
tions of Kuwait's top seed 
Adel Al-Shaati to win 6-2, 
3-6, 64. 

In other matches, Bahrain 
defeated Mideast counter- 
parts Syria 3-0, while Oman 
got the better of Kazakhstan 
>0. 

Lim of Singapore was rock- 
ed by Ashwafc in the opening 
set when the Kuwaiti claimed 
the opening set in 20 minutes 
without ^dropping a game. 
Ashwak carried his 
^ momentum through to the 
second set and was up 2-0 
” s= “ 4 ' when Lim broke the Kuwaiti 
in the third to reduce the 
- -yjjBs margin. After holding his 
r§| serve in the fourth to restore 
parity to the scores. Lim 


tfe. 




broke in the 7th and 9th game 
to win the set and get into the 
decider. 

Breaks in the 4th and 6th 
games gave Lim an insur- 
mountable 5-1 lead and the 
Singaporean served out for 
the match to win in style. 

Chi Yen Chen played Sing- 
apore's second singles against 
Kuwait's top seed Shaati and 
after trading the first two. 
sets, the players shared 
breaks until Singapore held 
to lead 4-3 and broke the 8th 
game for a 5-3 lead. 
Although Lim dropped the 
ninth game. Urn broke the 
final game to win the set and 
match. 

Brunei. Bahrain, Syria, 
Singapore, Oman, Kuwait 
and Kazakhstan make up 
Group A, while hosts United 
Arab Emirates, Bangladesh. 
Jordan. Lebanon. Saudi Ara- 
bia and Pacific Oceania con- 
stitute Group B. 

The winners of the two 
groups get promoted into 
Group II of the Asia/Oceania 
Zonals. The championships 
end on April 16. 


Schumacher 
considers 
quitting FI 

LONDON (AFP) — World 
champion Michael Schu- 
macher says he may quit For- 
mula One for Indycar racing 
following a recent series of 
controversies, accor ding to a 
newspaper report here on 
Tuesday. 

The 26-year-old German, 
whose contract with Benet- 
ton finishes at the end of this 
year, feels his achievements 
are being undermined by the 
disputes. 

Most recently he was dis- 
qualified for niel irregular- 
ities — along with second 
placed Williams driver David 
Couhhard — after finishing 
first in the Brazilian Grand 
Prix. 

He has also been accused 
this season of trying to ex- 
ploit loopholes in new regula- 
tions over minimum weight 
limits. 

Schumacher, who finished 
third behind Williams’ 
Damon Hill and Ferrari’s 
Jean Alesi in the Argentine 
Grand Prix on Sunday, told 
Today: “There are limits to 
everything and, yes, I have 
bad thoughts about going to 
Indycar.'’ 


Palace urge fans to 
boycott Cup replay 
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- 3 LONDON (AFP) — Crystal 
i*-. Palace urged their supporters 
here on Tuesday to boycott 
Wednesday's FA Cup semi- 
final replay against Manches- 
ter United* at Villa Park fol- 
lowing the death of a fan 
before Sunday's match. 

Selhurtst Park director 
Colin Noades said the Foot- 
ball Association (FA) were 
wrong not to postpone the 
match and he also hit out 3t 
United for failing to condemn 
the violence. 

Noades said: "Following 
the FA’s refusal to postpone 
•the forthcoming fixture 
against Manchester United 
we are actively encouraging 
our ‘supporters’* to boycott 
Wednesday's fixture. 

“We sincerely believe that 
the match should not be play- 
ed so soon after the dreadful 
Events of last Sunday, and we 
: are anxious to avoid any 
further serious incidents." 

Noades, brother of club 
chairman Ron Noades. ex- 
pects fewer than 4,000 fans to 
travel from South Lebanon 
compared to the 15,000 who 
went to Sunday's 2-2 draw. 

The match was marred by a 
violent clash between rival 
fans outside a pub eight miles 
away ar Walsall where Palace 
fan Paul Nixon was crushed 
under the wheels of a coach 
as he fled United supporters. 
Palace wanted the match 
’ put back a week; as a mark of 
respect and also to allow feel- 
’ ings to cool down. 

The police, though, said it 


should go ahead as sche- 
duled. 

Noades added: “It was the 
third serious instance of 
appalling behaviour at games 
involving the two clubs. 

“Two years ago at Seihurst 
Park a Crystal Palace suppor- 
ter received multiple stab 
wounds at a match Manches- 
ter United. Earlier this year 
we saw the Eric Cantona 
incident followed by last Sun- 
day. 

“We believe that it is long 
overdue for Manchester Un- 
ited to make a statement 
concerning their ‘supporters 
activities and to take the 
necessary action.” 

But United manager Alex 
Ferguson did make a person- 
al plea for peace on Tuesday, 
saying: “The way to peace 
has got to be found. We must 
t rid of hooligans once and 
or ail." 

Old Trafford chairman 
Martin Edwards commented: 
“I appeal to every fan going 
to the replay to help restore 
the good name of English 
soccer." 

But their pleas do not 
appear to go far enough for 
Palace, who have been in 
constant contact with repre- 
sentatives ofjheir supporters. 

Noades continued: “We 
wouldn't expect more than 
3,500 Palace fans to attend 
the replay. For every 100 of 
our supporters only one be- 
lieves uie game should be 
played. They have life in 
perspective even if the FA 
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haven’t." 

He added: “The match 
should have been switched to 
next midweek. Apart from 
respect to the dead man : s 
family, to carry on as if no- 
thing has happened is quite 
ridiculous and quite in- 
appropriate." 

Police have confirmed sup- 
porters at the pub exchanged 
chants about Cantona before 
the outbreak of violence in- 
volving about 100 people. 

Frenchman Cantona is cur- 
rently banned until the end of 
September following the 
kung-fu kick on Palace sup- 
porter Matthew Simmons at a 
league game between the 
clubs in January. 

He was ordered to do com- 
munity service after a fort- 
night's jail sentence for com- 
mon assault was overturned 
on appeal. 

Palace captain Gareth 
Southgate said: “A lot of our 
supporters will be slightly 
worried about travelling. Bur 
Sunday was a carnival day as 
far as we were concerned and 
l don't see why tomorrow 
(Wednesday) should be any 
different. 

“Fans from both clubs 
were mixing outside the 
ground without any trouble. 
There was a great atmos- 
phere.’’ 

Palace manager Alan 
Smith and counterpart Fergu- 
son will take to the Villa Park 
pitch before kick-off to 
appeal for calm over the 
loudspeaker system. 


Graf replaces Sanchez as world No. 1 


MIAMI (Agencies) — Ger- 
many's Steffi Graf seized the 
world number one ranking 
from Spain's Arantxa San- 
chez in the latest WTA Tour 
rankings released here Mon- 
day. 

Graf moved ahead becuase 
Sanchez lost points accumu- 
lated a year ago for winaing a 
tournament in nearby Amelia 
Island. Graf can boost her 
lead this week at a WTA 
event in Houston, Texas. 

Spain's Conchita Martinez, 
ranked fourth, won her 
second title in as many two 
weeks and closed the gap 
with number three Mary 
Pierce of France. 

Graf has dear path 

Steffi Graf, who should 
have smooth sail to her 
fourth title of 1995 after four 
prospective seeds pulled out 
of the Houston Tennis Cham- 
pionships before the tourna- 
ment. 

The German star, who won 
all three tournaments she has 
entered this year, begins play 
Wednesday in this 32-player 
clay court event decimated by 
the withdrawal of Australian 
Open champion Mary Pierce, 


ninth-ranked Magdalena 
Maleeva of Bulgaria and. 
12th-ranked American Mary 
Joe Fernandez. 

The third-ranked Pierce is 
sidelined with a groin injury. 
Fernandez was felled by flu 
and Maleeva, who reached a 
final and semifinal the past 
two weeks, suffered a quad- 
ricep pull. 

Argentine Ines Gor- 
rochategui, ranked 22nd. also 
pulled out with a case of 
tendinitis of the left knee, 
leaving 13th-ranked Croatian 
Iva Majoli as the only top-20 
threat to Graf left in the 
draw. 


In first-round matches 
Monday. South African 
Joannette Kruger turned 
back American Shaun Staf- 
ford 6-3 6-2, Asa Carlsson of 
Sweden beat Bettina Fulco- 
Villela of Argentina 6-1 6-3 
and American Tami 
Whitlinger-Jones scored a 7-5 
6-3 victory over Poland’s 
Katarzyna Nowak, 
Sixth-seeded American 
Ann Grossman, ranked 36th 
in the world, was the only 
seed to see opening day ac- 
tion but her match with Alex- 
andra Fusai of France was 
suspended by rain with 
Grossman leading 6-2 4-5. 


RANKINGS 

1. Steffi Graf (Ger) 

2. Arantxa Sanchez (Spa) 

3. Mary Pierce (Fra) 

4. Conchita Martinez (Spa) 

5. Jana Novotna (Cze) 

6. Lindsay Davenport (USA) 

7. Gabriels Saha tin! (Arg) 

8. Kimlko Date (Jpn) 

9. Magdalena Maleeva (Bui) 

10. Natalia Zvereva (Blr) 

11. Anke Huber (Ger) 

12. Mary Joe Fernandez (USA) 

13. Iva Mqjoli (Cro) 

14. Brenda Schultz (Ned) 

15. Naoko Sawamatsu (Jpn) 


298.82 points 

296.72 

23536 

203.75 

174.97 

146.77 

134.66 

122.08 

121.17 

104.41 

103.43 

94.62 

$8.53 

81.47 

79.80 


Burundi escape war 
to join youth championships 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— The mere presence of 
Burundi at the World Youth 
Championship finals, which 
begin in Qatar Thursday, is a 
remarkable achievement. 

While the players put the 
finishing touches to their pre- 
parations in the calm of the 
Gulf state, the tiny central 
African country teeters on 
the brink of civil war. 

Amid the death and des- 
truction triggered by ethnic 
rivalry, coach Baudouin 
Ndindi Ribakare has some- 
how kept intact the squad 
beaten 4-0 Cameroon in the 
African final l3St February. 

Even the mauling by 
Cameroon in Lagos could not 
dampen the celebrations as 
second place in their initial 
appearance at the continental 
finals secured Burundi a tick- 
et to the world event. 

On Thursday evening, at 
the Al/Ahli Club ground in 
the Qatari capital Doha, the 
first Burundian team to reach 
the finals of a world cham- 
pionship tackle Spain in 
Group B. 

On April 16. Chile will pro- 
vide the opposition at the 
same venue and Burundi 
switch to Qatar Club three 
days later for their final 
group match against Japan. 

German-trained Ribakare 
has been given much credit 
for the amazing rise of a 
country which never pre- 
viously entered under-age 
tournaments. 

A former player with Bu- 
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jumbura club Prince Louis, 
he scoured the landlocked, 
impoverished country to find 
200 potential squad mem- 
bers. who were whittled 
down to 22. 

Burundi use a flexible 4-3-3 
system with a confident mid- 
field trio revolving around 
captain Olivier Niyumgeko. 
who turns 20 in November. 

Mbanza Rukundo. Felcien 
Mbanza and Wflonja Maum- 
buko form an attack which 
scored 12 goals in nine 
matches against Malawi. 
Egypt. Mauritius. Senegal. 
Mali and Cameroon. 

if Intamba. as the youth 
team are known locally, find 
scoring difficult, they con- 
cede even fewer goals due to 
a solid defence marshalled . by 
Saidi Ndabanine and Juma- 
Pili Maulidi. 

The danger of stage fright 
on the world stage is real, but 
considering what Burundi 
have achieved during the past 
year, more shocks could be in 
store. 

Nigeria, Ghana to 
miss finals 

Nigeria and Ghana will 
miss the 10th world youth 
football championship finals 
which begin on Thursday in 
Qatar. 

The Nigerians were sche- 
duled to stage the biennial 
tournament last month but 
the world governing body 
FIFA cancelled the event. 


citing security and health in- 
surance problems. 

Nigeria have also been 
omitted from the 16-nation 
championship lineup after 
failing to confirm their entry, 
and their place in Group A 
was filled by Qatar. 

Ghana, runners-up to Bra- 
zil two years ago. were eli- 
minated by Mali in the pre- 
liminaries. Neither team 
managed to score in Accra or 
Bamako, where the ties were 
settled by a penalty shootout 
which the home team won 
4-3. 

Nigeria, whose four world 
appearances is a record for an 
African country, came closest 
to lifting the 'title in 1989. 
losing 2-0 Portugal in the 
final. 

In the quarter-finals of that 
championship, the Nigerians 
had staged a remarkable 
comeback, defeating the 
Soviet Union on penalties af- 
ter wiping out a four-goal 
deficit during normal time. 

Angered at their treatment 
by FIFA, Nigeria tried to 
persuade the other African 
qualifiers, Cameroon and 
Burundi, to stay away from 
Qatar. 

But a hastily-convened 
meeting of the African Foot- 
ball Confederation (CAF) 
derided against a boycott, 
limiting itself to a statement 
condemning the “inadmiss- 
able bias" of FIFA. 


No. 2 Sampras 
welcomes rivalry 
with Agassi 


BARCELONA (Agencies) — Pete Sampras, who slipped 
to No. 2 behind Andre Agassi in the international tennis 
rankings Monday after 82 weeks at the top, says he’s 
pleased he has to chase someone else for a change. 

"I think (Agassi) deserves it. He’s playing very well." 
Sampras told daily El Pais in an interview published 
Monday on the opening day of the Conde de Godo tennis 
tournament. 

Now Sampras has (he chance to regain the No. 1 spot 
depending on how Agassi fares in the Tokyo Open. 

“This rivalrly is something that has been missing (from 
the tour) in the last few years," said Sampras, who 
welcomes the fact that he and Agassi play very different 
games and have distinct personalities. 

Bringing contrasting styles to the game “is good for 
tennis and for me, because it forces me and allows me to 
improve,” he said. 

Tennis. Sampras said, is in transition between the big 
names of the ’70s and '80s like Bjorn Borg. John McEnroe. 
Jimmy Connors and Ivan Lendl who popularised the sport 
and the new players who need to be promoted. 

Sampras begins play Wednesday on the day courts of 
Barcelona's Royal Tennis Club. 

Date makes quarter-finals 

In Tokyo Kimiko Date of Japan became the first player 
to reach the women's quarter-finals when she crushed 
Rennae Stubbs in the AtP/WTA Tour Japan Open here 
Tuesday. 

The Japanese world number eight, seeking her fourth 
straight title here, showed no signs of her sore shoulder on 
her way to a 6-4, 6-1 victory over the 159th-ranked 
Australian in the second round. 

“I hadjto play very carefully throughout the match,” said 
the defending champion. “She is a very good doubtes- 
player. she has power and good serves, she is good at the 
net. Today, she hit many service return winners, but I 
never felt I was losing.’ 

First-round byes meant new world number one Andre 
Agassi, Michael Chang and Jim Courier had yet to make 
their appearances, leaving Thomas Enqvist of Sweden as 
the highest ranked men's player in action Tuesday. 

The fifth-seed, who beat Agassi at Philadelphia in 
February, eased past Japan’s Goichi Motomura 6-2, 6-3. 

Patrick McEnroe of the United States, seeded 1 1 , lost to 
Australian Wally Masur 2-6, 4-6, but No. 15 Sebastien 
Lareau of Canada and Kenneth Carlsen of Denmark, No. 
16, safely went through. 

Lareau defeated Roger Smith of Bahama 6-3, 6-3 while 
Carlsen beat Tomas Nydahl of Sweden 6-4, 6-2. 

Agassi has to survive in the Japan Open at least as long 
as Pete Sampras does in Barcelona this week to maintain 
his new status as world number one. 

Agassi took over the position, collecting 4,403 points 
from the best 14 tournaments in the past 12 months. 187 
points of Sampras in the latest rankings. He is the 12th 
player to be ranked top in die 22 year history of the system. 

But Sampras, who chose to play on clay in preparation 
for the French Open, has a chance to regain top spot he had 
kept for 101 weeks. 

. “It’s important to me to be the best that I can and I 
believe that's number one. I'm hoping to be the best player 
in the world for the next few years, that’s the mindset you 
have to have,” said Agassi. 

“Taking over number one doesn't have the impact it’s 
going to have in a few years from now when I look back and 
know that I've maintained it,” added the 24-year-old U.S. 
and Australian Open champion. 


A Furnished Roof For Rent 

Opposite the University of Jordan's main entrance, 
behind Nevien. Consists of three bedrooms (one 
master), three toilets; corridor, large sitting room 
with central heating, trace with a nice view, inter- 
com. 

Pis. call Tel. 691614 
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Yemen denies training extremists 


CAIRO (AP) — Yemen’s parliament speaker denied 
Tuesday that extremists from Egypt were being trained in 
Yemen. Egypt has repeatedly accused foreign countries of 
financing and training the militants in their three-year 
campaign against the government. Sudan and Pakistan are 
the most frequently mentioned. Although the government 
has not singled out Yemen, some Egyptian newspapers 
have suggested it has played a role. But Sheikh Abdullah 
A1 Ahmar, on a three-day visit to Cairo, said after meeting 
President Hosni Mubarak that such support would be 
incompatible with Yemen’s foreign policy. "These reports 
and rumours are absolutely not true and President Mubar- 
ak understands that,” Mr. Ahmar said. "Yemen cares 
more about the security of Egypt than any country. Yemen 
can never repay its debt to the Egyptian people with harm 
or with befriending elements against Egypt,” his comments 
were carried by Egypt's Middle East News Agency. 


Iran looking to ban use of Western words 


NICOSIA (AP) — The Iranian parliament is debating a 
ban on the use of Western words and terminologies in the 
Farsi language, the Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA) 
reported Tuesday. The agency, monitored in Cyprus, said a 
draft bill calling for the ban was debated Monday by a 
special committee of the 270-seat Majlis. The move 
indicates that Iran may be stepping up a campaign against 
Western influences. Last year the Majlis passed a bill to 
ban the use of satellite dishes used to pick up foreign 
television channels. Vice President Hassan Habibi, who 
attended Monday's debate, noted that implementing such 
language ban would be difficult and lengthy. He said that 
the Academy of Persian Language and Literature bad 
picked up non-Farsi words used in various publications and 
compiled a list of Farsi synonyms for them. The head of the 
Majlis committee, Reza Taqavi, called on all senior 
officials of the country to avoid using non-Farsi words, 
IRNA reported. He also called on Iranian manufacturers 
to avoid using Western words as brand names. 


Yemeni opposition says 2 members detained 


SANAA (R) — Yemeni authorities arrested two members 
of opposition parties last week for distributing leaflets, 
opposition sources said. A statement late on Monday by, 
the small Nasserite Popular Unitary Organisation said two 
members of the party and one member of the Baath Party 
were arrested in Houdaidah govemorate on Saturday for 
handing out opposition leaflets. Other opposition activists 
were put under surveillance, it added. Yemen's seven 
opposition parties control about 75 seats in the 301- 
member parliament. 


Local elections in Tunisia set for May 21 


TUNIS (AFP) — Local elections will take place in Tunisia 
on May 21. authorities announced here Monday. The date 
of the elections, normally held every five years, was set by 
Tunisian President Zine A1 Abidine Ben Ali at a meeting 
with Prime Minister Hamed Karoui, officials said. The 
opposition boycotted the last local elections in June 1990 
when the ruling Democratic Constitutional Rally (RCD) 
party won almost all the 3,774 seats up for election. 


Pilgrims should hold rally — Rafsanjani 


NICOSIA (R) — Iranian President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani said Iranians should stage symbolic demonstra- 
tions in Mecca during this year’s pilgrimage in Saudi 
Arabia. Iran's official news agency IRNA reported. Mr. 
Rafsanjani referred to the need to hold rallies in Mecca, a 
source of strain between Iran and Saudi Arabia in every 
Haj season in recent years, when he met officials from 
Iran's pilgrimage organisation on Monday. "He reminded 
them of the need for heeding the directives of the leader of 
the Islamic revolution (Ayatollah Ali Khamenei) including 
the organising of the symbolic demonstration in Mecca." 
IRNA said. Saudi Arabia last week warned pilgrims against 
bringing political books, pictures or leaflets to the Haj 
which reaches its climax this year in early May. 


Kuwait not to dissolve assembly 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait's acting prime minister, trying to 
defuse a constitutional row between government and 
parliament, has dismissed speculation the authorities will 
end the dispute by dissolving the opposition-dominated 
assembly. ‘There is no crisis between the government and 
the parliament." said Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabah. 
Kuwait’s foreign minister who is acting prime minister 
during the absence of Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Al Sabah 
who is visiting the Far East. In remarks quoted by A I 
Qabas newspaper on Tuesday he said: “We are not facing 
circumstances that make us think about dissolving the 
assembly or revising the constitution. There is constant 
cooperation between the two authorities." The political 
stability in the country traditionally depends on coopera- 
tion between the government and the outspoken assembly 
of 30 elected members. Sheikh Sabah, who is also brother 
of the emir. Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah, was 
speaking after talks with opposition deputy Hamad Al 
Jouan, chairman of the assembly's legal and legislative 
affairs committee. 


Turkish minister resigns over privatisation 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish Transport and Communica- 
tions Minister Mehmet Kostepen announced his resigna- 
tion here Tuesday, criticising the government for the slow 
pace of privatisation. It was the first resignation by a 
Turkish minister since a cabinet reshuffle March 27. Mr. 
Kostepen. a member of the True Path Party (DYP) which 
shares power in a coalition government with the People’s 
Republican Party (CHP). said there was a “crisis of 
confidence” between him and the premier because of a lack 
of progress on the privatisation of the telecommunications 
industry. The telecommunications sector was one of the 
target areas of Ms. Ciller's privatisation programme, but 
little has been done since she took office in June 1993. 


Villagers capture militant leader 


MINI Y A (AFP) — Villagers in southern Egypt have 
caught a leader of a Muslim militant group and handed him 
over to police, officials said Tuesday. TTie inhabitants of 
Oamadir on Monday night chased four armed men they 
suspected of being militants and caught Sayyed Abdul 
Sabur Mohammad, 19. 3 local leader of the Gamaa Al 
Islamiyah group. Three escaped but Mohammad, from the 
Muslim fundamentalist hotbed Malawi, was handed over to 
police who suspect him of involvement of attacks on the 
security forces. A wave of militant violence has left 729 
dead since March 1992. 


Bashir visits recaptured town 


KHARTOUM (R) — President Lieutenant-General Omar 
Hassan Al-Bashir paid a visit to the southern Sudanese 
town of Nasir which was recently recaptured from rebels. 
Nasir, a major post on the Ethiopian border, was captured 
late last month by government troops from a faction of the 
rebel Sudan Peoples Liberation Army (SPLAJ led by Riak 
Machar which had made it its headquarters. State televi- 
sion on Monday showed Gen. Bashir talking to the people 
of Nasir who belong to the Nuer tribe, the second largest 
ethnic group in southern Sudan. He told them to contact 
their tribesmen in the ranks of the rebels and urge them to 
return home and participate in rehabilitating Nasir. Gen. 
Bashir declared a national campaign to rebuild Nasir. 
himself making the first donation of 125 million Sudanese 
pound (5236.(X)0) to the fund-raisine drive. 
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CONDOLENCES: His Royal Highness Crown Hammad, a former minister and member of 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, on Tuesday visits the Upper House of Parliament, who passed 
the residence of the Jumm’a Hammad family away on March 17 (Petra photo) 
to condole them on the death of JnnwTa 


Free convertibility of dinar a 
major step forward— Nabuisi 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The newly ac- 
quired status of the Jordanian 
dinar as a freely convertible 
currency has no impact what- 
soever on the exchange value 
of the currency, the governor 
of the Central Bank of Jor- 
dan (CBJ), Mohammad 
Nabuisi. said Monday. 


If anything. Dr. Nabuisi 
said, the move will allow free 
transfer of currency from Jor- 
dan for all personal purposes 
— tourism, medical treat-* 
mem, education etc. — and 
should be a positive sign of 
the Kingdom’s foreign ex- 
change reserves situation. 

However, restrictions re- 
main on capital payments 
under the move, which comes 
in compliance with Jordan's 
obligation as a member of the 
International Monetary Fund 
(fMF). 


However, expatriates in 
Jordan will have to wait for 
some time before they could 
freely transfer earnings home 
through the Jordanian bank- 
ing system since the related 
regulations have to be 
amended to lift a ceiling on 
monthly transfers. 


Dr. Nabuisi. in an inter- 
view with the Jordan Times 
shortly before he left for 
Oman to attend a meeting of 
Arab financial institutions, 
noted that an article in the 


Agreement of Association of 
the IMF stipulated that all 
rMF members should “dereg- 
ulate and abolish all kinds of 
restrictions on their pay- 
ments.” 

“At the time of Brerton 
Woods (when the IMF and 
the World Bank were cre- 
ated), most of the world 
countries agreed to make use 
of a transitional arrange- 
ment,” under which they 
committed to implement the 
deregulation at a later date, 
said Dr. Nabuisi. 

Most of the developed 
countries fulfilled the com- 
mitment in about 20 years 
from Brerton Woods, and 
most of the developing coun- 
tries did so in the last 20 
years, he said, adding that 
more than 100 countries have 
by now done so. 

“In effect, Jordan was one 
of the early countries to de- 
regulate, since the 70s,” he 
said. “We have consistently 
undertaken to deregulate and 
liberalise our exchange con- 
trol, particularly on current 
payments.” 

Jordan recently informed 
the IMF that it was ending its 
use of the transitional 
arrangement and the world 
body has declared the King- 
dom as “a member with a 
convertible currency,” the 
CBJ governor said. 

In line with the move, the 
CBJ has sent a new exchange 
control law to the govern- 


ment. “which abolishes just 
every regulation on current 
payments, but keeps certain 
controls on capital pay- 
ments," he said. 

“It is a big step forward in 
abolishing and eliminating of 
the remnants of the exchange 
control laws.” Dr. Nabuisi 
said. 


“It means a lot of liber- 
alisation ... individuals, com- 
■panies ... residents in Jordan 
... are free to transfer abroad 
whatever they need to ex- 
ecute any kind of current 
payment abroad ... for tour- 
ism, education, health care 
etc.,” added the CBJ chief, 
noting that such transfers 
were partially restricted until 
now. 


The free convertibility of 
the currency “has nothing to 
do with our exchange rate 
policy.” said Dr. Nabuisi, 
noting that the Central Bank 
continues to set the daily 
rates of exchange. 

“The policy that we are 
applying, let us say. for man- 
aged flotation or whatever to 
control exchange rates will 
not be changed in any way," 
he said. 


He also noted that the “re- 
laxation (in foreign exchange 
controls) should indicate' that 
we are in a comfortable re- 
serves position which should 
not be adversely affected by 
any relaxation or liberalisa- 
tion." 


Arafat: Israel is fuelling civil war 


(Continued from page 1) 


"We can collectively char- 
acterise this session as a good 
session," Mr. Singer said af- 
ter the talks. 

Mr. Singer also said Israel 
would try to meet a July 1 
deadline for an .agreement on 
an Israeli withdrawal and 
holding the elections. Mr. 
Arafat has insisted Israel 
meet the deadline. 

Saeb Erekat, the chief 
Palestinian delegate, refused 
to talk to reporters but later 
told the Associated Press that 
the attacks would not affect 
that talks. 

“The government of Israel 
will continue the negotiations 
with a spirit of business as 
usual- and we will not give the 
prize to the terrorist groups 
by suspending the negotia- 
tions,” he said. 

Mr. Arafat left for Gaza 
later Tuesday. 

Palestinians said police de- 
tained at least 50 supporters 
of Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
on Monday night and on 
Tuesday as they raided the 
homes of activists and the 
offices of charitable organisa- 
tions linked to both groups. 

The arrests raised to about 
200 the number of detainees 
in Palestinian custody since 
the Sunday bombings. 

in one incident in Gaza 
City, police fired shots in the 
air when demonstrators went 
down to the streets to protest 
the arrests. Palestinians said 
Hamas men fired back at the 
police. No one was hurt. 

Prosecutor General 
Khsled Al Kidra said Islamic 
Jihad activist Omar Shallah. 
29, was sentenced to life by a 
recently established state 
security court. 

"The charges were he was 
inciting people to suicide op- 
erations and also tempting 
them to commit crimes inside 
the self-nile areas and out- 
side them," Mr. Kidra said. 

The court sentenced 
another Islamic Jihad man on 
Sunday night to 15 years in 
jail after convicting him of 
training children as young as 
10 years old as guerrillas. 

The crackdown began on 
Sunday night after two 
suicide bombers from Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad attacked 
Israelis targets in two sepa- 
rate incidents in self-ruled 
Gaza. 


Seven Israeli soldiers and 
an American citizen on her 
way to a Jewish settlement in 
the Gaza Strip were killed 
and more than 50 were in- 
jured in the two explosions. 

The arrests raised tension 
in the Gaza Strip and promp- 
ted concern of clashes be- 
tween Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad guerrillas, many of 
whom went into hiding, and 
Palestinian police. 

A senior Hamas leader cal- 
led the arrests “very se- 
rious." 

"The sitution is getting 
very bad and if it is not solved 
quickly in a correct manner 
there could be an explosion,” 
said Imad Falouji, a senior 
Hamas leader. 

But he added: “I don't see 
a civil war taking place, we 
still have great hopes of sav- 
ing the situation." 

Mr. Falouji said that Mr. 
Arafat was reacting to Israeli 
pressure and he called the 
arrests “a public show." He 
said that the arrests were not 
going to stop Hamas. 

Israel welcomed the crack- 
down but said more was 
needed. 


Israeli Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yossi Beilin, speak- 
ing to reporters, said: 

“I cannot say that the 
Palestinian Authority does 
enough, but F can say that 
there are some signs "which 
are positive.” 

Freih Abu Medein, in 
charge of justice in self-rule, 
told reporters in a briefing on 
security measures on Monday 
that police would partially 
disarm militant groups soon. 

"We are going to start, 
maybe next week, to disarm 
and to collect all the rifles 
and maybe we are going to let 
them keep only pistols or 
personal weapons.” 
“Chairman Arafat has to 
prove he is taking concrete 
measures against terrorism,” 
said Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin on Israel Radio. 

“Otherwise, it will be diffi- 
cult for Israel to continue the 


process. 

Mr. Rabin’s spokesman 
Oded Ben Ami said Mr. Ara- 
fat's pledge still had to be 
turned into action.“Lec the 
authority disarm the mili- 
tants, then we will see." 

He added that Mr. Arafat 
had still not kept a promise 
made in September 1993 to 


strike out clauses of the PLO 
charter calling for the des- 
truction of the Jewish state. 

But Environment Minister 
Yossi Sand said: “The gov- 
ernment is satisfied with the 
measures taken by Chairman 
Arafat against the fun- 
damentalists, and a continua- 
tion of this policy will allow 
us to reach the second phase 
of the autonomy accord on 
time." 

■Israeli President Ezer 
Weizman on Tuesday called 
for a halt to the peace pro- 
cess, during a visit to the 
wounded from the Gaza 
blasts in a Beersheba hospit- 
al. 

Hamas meanwhile warned 
Mr. Rabin to prepare coffins 
for the Israelis it would kill in 
retaliation for the crackdown 
in the Palestinian self-rule 
enclave. 

Hamas's military wing said 
in a statement: 

“The Lzzeddin Al Qassam 
brigades call on Mr. Rabin 
not to be so happy ... for the 
arrest of our holy stragglers 
and assert that these (arrests) 
have crossed our red lines. 

“It calls on him also to 
prepare as many coffins as- 
possible for his soldiers and 
his settler pigs because our 
response toward these arrests 
will be against our primary 
enemy and it will come as 
soon as possible and in the 
midst of the Zionist entity.” 

A Gaza human rights 
group criticised the crack- 
down. 

The Gaza Centre for 
Rights and Law said that 
some of the widespread 
arrests were “accompanied 
by shooting.” 

The centre “views with 
growing alarm the Palestinian 
authority's collective arrests 
while recognising its right to 
enforce the law," said the 
human rights organisation. 

It called for the release of 
those detained for their poli- 
tical views and an end to mass 
arrests, h said some 250 poli- 
tical prisoners remained be- 
hind bars, including 200 
rounded up over the last two 
days, 

A major Palestinian 
opposition faction had stron- 
ger criticism. 

“The Palestinian police is 
responding to Israeli orders.” 
charged the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (PFLP). 




JWA may expel member 
for Israel TV interview 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The administra- 
tive committee of the Jorda- 
nian Writers Association 
(JWA) voted in favour of 
dismissing one of its members 
for appearing on Israeli Tele- 
vision. 

In its first meeting after 
being elected on Friday, the 
committee derided to rescind 
the membership of Hamadeh 
Fara'neh, but postponed im- 
plementation of the derision, 
pending consultations with 

the JWA’s lawyer, said JWA 
President Ibrahim Absi. 

"(Talking to Israeli Televi- 
sion) is in contradiction with 
the association's interior reg- 
ulations and those of the 
General Union of Arab Wri- 
ters,” said Mr. Absi. “Mr. 
Fara'neh has also damaged 
the association's reputation.” 

Mr. Fara'neh, a columnist 
at Al Dustour, gave a tele- 
phone interview to Israel 
Television last Friday. 
According to Basel Rafai’eh, 
a member of the administra- 
tive committee. Mr. Fara’neh 
said his comments that the' 
new administrative commit- 
tee of the JWA was more 
flexible regarding relations 
with Israel and had a favour- 
able stand vis-a-vis cultural 
normalisation with Israel. 

“The association is not 
pro-normalisation,” Mr. 
Rafa’ieh said. 

“He has insulted the asso- 
ciation and considered its 
administrative committee as 
supportive of Arab treaties 
with Israel.” 

Mr. Fara’neh. a columnist 
for 15 years, rejected the 
claims and vowed to take his 
case to court if the JWA 
implemented the derision to 
expel him. 

He said Israel Television 
made an interview with him 
over the ohone shortly after 


Friday's elections and that he 
had expressed his own point 
of view and not that of the 
association. 

“I only said that the realis 
tic trend within the associa 
tion has won against the tra 
ditionalist stream,” Mr 
Fara'neh said. “I seek as an 
individual to influence the 
public opinion in Israel but 
am not supporting the Israeli 
point of view. I do not dis 
miss the historic view of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict but I am 
using different means.” 

Mr. Absi said the fight 
against normalisation or rela 
tions will not end unless al 
Arab and Palestinian rights 
are regained. He said the 
JWA was not targetting Mr 
Fara'neh on persona 
grounds but because he had 
violated the association's reg- 
ulations. 

Mr. Fara'neh said: "The 
association is not a political 
party whereby all members 
should have the same and 
one opinion and should fol- 
low the same rules. 

Mr. Absi said: “Contacting 
the enemy cannot be consi- 
dered as freedom of opinion. 
.Mr- Fara'neh violated all 
rules and regulations. 

However, Mr. Absi said, 
the association will not take 
any measure against Mr. 
Fara’neh until they consult 
with the assoqiation's legal 
advsior. He said that the 
administrative body cannot 
take such a derision on the 
basis of the association's re- 
solutions, taken in August 
last year. These resolutions, 
he said, could be considered 
null and void after the signing 
of the Jordanian-lsraeii trea- 
ty in October. 

Mr. Fara’neh became 
JWA member in 1974. He 
has written three books and 
worked for several Jordanian 
newspapers 


Americans held in Iraq 


are well, reporter says 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
A Polish diplomat and a U.S. 
television reporter visited 
two American prisoners in 
Iraq's maximum security pris- 
on Tuesday and said they 
were being held in difficult 
conditions, but were well. 

“They better than before. 
However, their conditions 
are difficult,” the diplomat, 
Ryszard Krystosik. told re- 
porters after returning to 
Baghdad. He declined to 
elaborate. 

The two prisoners — 
David Daliberti, 41, and Wil- 
liam Barloon, 39 — were 
sentenced March 25 to eight- 
vear terms for illegally cros- 
sing into Iraq March 13. 

- CNN reporter Brent Sadler 
said the men were angry, 
depressed and bracing them- 
selves for a long imprison- 
ment. But, he said: “I would 
describe their overall condi- 
tion as pretty good.” 

Generally speaking, they 
are in better shape than when 
I saw them a couple of weeks 
ago,” he said. 

He said they are sharing a 
cell block with 200 to 300 
other inmates of various 
Arab nationalities. 

The men have been able to 
listen to a short-wave radio 
and will receive weekly visits 
from Mr. Krystosik. Mr. Sad- 
ler said. They have had no 
problems with other inmates. 

Mr. Dalibert and Mr. Bar- 
loon, said to be U.S. civilian 
defence contractors who wer 


working in Kuwait when they 
strayed across the border on 
March 13. are being held in 
Abu Gharib jail, 30 
kilometres from Baghdad. 

Their lawyer has said they 
would appeal next week 
against their eight-year pris- 
on sentences passed on 
March 25. 


Under Iraqi law, those 
sentenced can lodge an 
appeal within a month. If the 
verdict is upheld, the only 
other option is to plead for a 
pardon from President Sad- 
dam Hussein. 

Vice President Taha Yas- 
sin Ramadan has said he did 
not expect the Americans to 
be released soon and ruled 
out third-party mediation. 
Iraq broke off diplomatic ties 
with the United States during 
the 1991 Gulf war. 


Iraqi officials have sug- 
gested that the American pair 
entered with sinister motives 
ties to U.S. efforts to prolong 
the oil and trade embargo 
imposed after Iraq's invasion 
of Kuwait in August 1990. 

The United States has re- 
peatedly appealed for the re- 
lease of Mr. Daliberti and 
Mr. Barloon, saying they 
strayed into Iraqi territory 
from Kuwait accidentally. 

U.N. officials have admit- 
ted that U.N. personnel in 
the demilitarised zone along 
Iraq’s southern frontier erred 
by waving the men through 
onto Iraqi soil March 13. 


Ekeus report quells Iraqi hopes 


(Contfrmed from page 1) 


had been destroyed. It said 
allegations of other missile 
imports proved unfounded 
but that there were still some 
potential loopholes on past 
research. 

— Chemical arms: The re- 
port said a system had been 
set up to preclude Iraq from 
resuming its production of 
mustard, tabun and sarin 
nerve gases. It said that ex- 
cept for two heavily moni- 
tored plants making pesti- 
cides, none of the former 
sites had the capability to 
produce the banned 
weapons. 

— Money: The commis- 
sion also warned again it 
would have to curtail opera- 
tions because of a constant 
jack of funds. At the moment 
its deficit is $13 million. 

Iraqi officials accused Mr. 
Ekeus of working for the 
United States. 

Salah Mukhtar, editor of 
the government newspaper 
Al Jumhuriya. said the report 
by Mr, Rolf Ekeus had 
given the United Stales a 
pretext for prolonging the 
embargo and lengthening the 
list of victims of the sanc- 
tions." 

A senior -facial of the 
ruling Baath P«rty said the 
report contained “errors and 
unfounded accusations: . ’ 


Mr. Ekeus had “no proof 
of an Iraqi biological 
weapons programme,’’ said 
Saad Kacem Hammudi, a 
member of the party’s foreign 
affairs committee. 

Mr. Hammudi accused Mr. 
Ekeus of trying to cover up 
for American and British ot>- 
stinacy over the embargo. 

Raja Al Shawi, a par- 
liamentary deputy, de- 
nounced the report as 
“tendentious" and charged 
that Mr. Ekeus had been 
"paid in Kuwait," where he 
went after his last mission to 
Iraq. 

"The maintenance of the 
embargo shows the baseness 
of the West," she said, warn- 
ing Arab states working with 
the Americans and British 
that they would risk suffering 
the same fate as Iraq. 

Deputy Information Minis- 
ter Nuri Nejm Al Marsumi 
warned the United States 
against provoking the anger 
of the Iraqi people and raised 
the prospect of Baghdad re- 
fusing to cooperate with the 
U.N. 

In an interview with the 
daily Al Iraq, he said: “The 
Iraqi anger and defend their 
interests.” 

Many Iraqi citizens reacted 
with bitterness and concern 
to the U.N. commission's re- 
port, which they said would 
extend their suffering 




Clinton issues 
annual Passover, 
Easter greetings 


WASHINGTON (AP) _ 
Easter symbolises “the vie- 
tory of good over evil,” while 
the celebration of Passover 
should "remind us of the 

hope that can sustain us as a 
people," President Bill Clin, 
ton said Monday in honour- 
ing holy days for Christians 
and Jews. In a message to 
“everyone observing Eastern 
Sunday,” Mr. Clinton said: 
“This day symbolises the vie. 
tory of good over evii, hope 
over despair and life over 
death. Rejoicing in the mira. 
cles of Easter, we pledge 
anew to hold in our beans 
Christ's message of peace and 
joy.” "During this time of 
renewal, let us all thank God 
for the countless wonders of 
creation and rededicate 
ourselves to the common 
ideals that have made ours a 
land of infinite blessings," he 
added. In his Passover state- 
ment, Mr. Clinton said: 
“During this holiday, mii- 
lions of Jews around the 
world draw inspiration from 
the example of the Israelites, 
who preserved their beliefs, 
their culture and their dignity 
throughout the brutal winter 
of slavery." Passover, com- 
memorating the exodus of 
the Jews from Egypt, begins 
Friday night and lasts for 
eight days. "This year, let the 
Passover holiday remind us 
of the hope that can sustain 
us as a people.” 
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Briton kills 
himself after 
missing out on 


lottery 


LIVERPOOL, England 
(AP) — A British man shot - 
himself to death when he - 
realised he had failed to reg- 
ister winning lottery num- ... 
bers, police said. Tim 
O’Brien, of the northwestern 
city of Liverpool, might have 
won a share of Saturday 
night’s £8 million ($ 12.8 mil- 
lion) jackpot. The winning 
numbers. 14, 17, 22, 24. 42 » 
and 47 — were the same as *4 
those he had been playing V 
with a friend since Britain’s 
National Lottery was laun- 
ched late last year. A single 
ticket may be played for be- 
tween one and eight draws. 
Each draw costs £1 ($1.60). 
O'Brien's last ticket was good 
for five draws, the last on 
April 1, one week earlier. He 
had forgotten to reregister 
the numbers. Neighbours 
heard a single gunshot early: 
Sunday. O’Brien, 51. left be- 
hind a wife and two sons. 
Three other syndicates won’, 
the April 8 draw, meaning; 
O'Brien and his' friend would; 
have won £2 million ($3.2* 
million) had O'Brien bought: ' : 
a new ticket. • v 
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Marques of 
Blandford jailed 
for 30 days 


LONDON (AFP) — The: “V ’ 
Marques of Blandford, trou- ; 
bled and disinherited scion to .'“'"Sr 


one of Britain’s wealthiest -‘slsfuioij 
families, was jailed for 30 day . . ‘ * 1 £ 


Monday for forging prescrip- 
tions and stealing drugs- 
Jamie Blandford, 39, with a - 
lone history of drug abuse, 
theft, assault and prison. - 
appeared unkempt, dis- 
heveled and trembling as the 
judge passed sentence. “Peo- ' 
pie with great privileges 
should set a better example," 
Judge Ros Keating told him- 
“It’s a tragedy to see some- 
body like you before the . 
court, but the court cannot 
either discriminate in yoinr J 
favour or against you. be- \- 
cause of who you are.” She 
also fined him £100 ($ 165 ),, . . ; 
noting he was already on . 
probation from previons “ 
drug-related offences and 

truant from a court-ordered ■ 

drug treatment programme- 
Blandford, son of the lift 


Duke of Marlborough, was. t 
boro into the lap of luxury. u, 
world of pomp and privilege. k. 
but has spent much of adult 

I if a kn n#)^ISr^frtfl . • 


life plagued by drug addiction 
and related crimes. The pm^ - 7 ^ 
duct of a broken home, bis./-: - 

own marriage failed and bis. ... 
ex-wife once had him jaiM : , 

for non-support of their ’ 

young son. Last June, Bland- ;: « 

frxrrl ume m.s *" 



; / 


tin. He was told by ;- 1 

trates that he faced jail if b*; -. v er : 1 " ' 
failed ro mmnlv with the -f.-* 


failed to comply with the ... , 
order. A month later be lost,} ' - ^ ■ : 

his dream of inheriting 
£100 million Blenheim Palact/ - * ’ 
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